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HUNGER STRIKE,

FOLLOWIHG 1S TEXT OF STATEMENT HADE BY THE TAUISEACH,
DR FITZGERALD, 1M THE DAIL THi3 HMORNING.
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AR OJOE MO DOMNELL WEGC SAS ON BUNGER STRIKE I8 THE MALk
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PRISGN DIED SHORTLY AETER FIVE O'CLOCK THIS HORNING "OUR LELr&ol
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SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO HIS WIFE #MCM | MET LAST FRIDAY, ARND TC Bl
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS 1T MUST GO OUT TO THE FAMILY AND FRICNLO
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MR MC DONNELL?S ULHTL! CUMES AT A Tli t WHEN T"it. WURL OF THE
IRISH uGiJIsolu“ FOR JUSTICE AND PEACS IN PROVIDING THE ﬁAhlo #
A-SOLUTICN WAS AT AN ADV&WCED oTAGE. A SOLUTION IS MORE THAN EVER
MECESSARY NOW TO BRING AN LD T THE SAD CYCLE GF SYUFFERING | WD
TTLEATH TN ThHE MAZE FRISON. IT 15 IN THE INTERESTS OF SRELAND THAT
THE TRAGEDY OF JCE MC DOANMELL SHCULD NOT BE dobtl, ON ARY ACOOUNT
OR BY ANY INTEREST, AS AN OCCASION TO DELAY THE FINDING OF SUCH

A SCLUT IO, '

|

| HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID THAT A SOLUTION CAN BE REACHED.

TriROUGH A FLEXIBILITY OF APPRUACH WHICH NEED NOT SACRIFICE ANy
PRINCIPLE. THE ONUS OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR SHOWING THIS FLEXIBILITY
RESTS Gl SUTH SIRES AND THERE HAS INDEED BEEN EVIDENCE QVeR THE

PAST FEW DAYS OF A CLEARER AND MORE WIDESPREAD RECOGNITICN GF

THIS FACT, BUT THE GREATER RESPONSIBILITY MUST, AS ALWAYS, REST

ON THOSE W1 TH THE GREATER POWER. WE, FOR OUR PART, HAVE BEEN N

QUCH WITH THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES ON MANY OCCASIONS TO JMPRESS

ON THEM THE NEED FOR AN URGENT SOLUTION. INDEED, | HAVE BEEN |y
DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER ON THE MATTER. THE

HOUSE wiLL UNDERST&HL THAT | CANNOT SAY MORE AT THIS CRITICAL |
MOMENT. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO ALL WE GAN TO HELP IN BRING (NG |
AN END TO THE DISPUTE} ‘

WHILE EFFORTS CONTINUE TO FIND A SOLUTION, BEFORE FURTHER f
DEATHS OCCUR, INSIDE OR QUTSIDE THE PRISON, | WOULD URGE THAT ALl
CONCLRNED = SHOULD DO NOTHING TO DAMAGE THE INTERESTS OR THE GUOD
NAME OF CUR CQUNTRY.??®

ENDS,

F1GG,
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