






















































DEPARTMENT OF STATE

BRIEFING PAPER
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SUMMARY

Southern African policy has traditionally been an
area of close cooperation between the US and UK. The
1979-80 Zimbabwe settlement represented a triumph of
British diplomacy, with which the United States was
indirectly, but closely associated. We have also
pursued a coordinated policy toward the Namibia question.

OBJECTIVES

Make clear our continuing interest in
working with the British in pursuit of common interests
on southern African issues such as Namibia, Zimbabwe,
Angola and South Africa and welcome opportunities to
consult fully with the British at the expert level in
developing our approach toward the region.

Refer to your Administration's first messages
to the Africans on Namibia which requested patience
while we review possible courses of action and seek
Mrs. Thatcher's assessment of how best to advance the
now-stalled negotiations.

-- Indicate that we are still reviewing our policy
options toward Angola and will consider Savimbi's
possible visit in the context of our overall policy
toward southern Africa.

Assure her that we share the UK's interest
in Zimbabwe: that we will be attending the March donors
conference in Salisbury; and that we expect to be able
to make a substantial pledge.

DISCUSSION OF OBJECTIVES

The US and the UK have similar interests and
problems in dealing with southern African issues in the
African and global contexts. Both have significant
economic and - to a lesser extent for the British ­
strategic interests in mineral rich aoUtbern Africa,
South Africa and the rest of the cent we both
want to assure stability in tbe reg ltait
Soviet adventurism; tbe OK beli.... ..ttlement
is central to that goal. A COBDOn ance
effectiveness and reduce expo ltb tbese
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