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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 6%9th Mea::‘.ni held at 3.00 p.m. om
Wednesday, 9th July 1975 n the Laader's Room at
che House of

Present: Mrs. Thateher (In the Chair)

Mr, Whitelaw, Sir Kelth Joseph,

Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr, CGilmour,

Mr, Maudling, Lord Carringtom,

Hr. Prior, + Beyton, Mr. Jemkin,

Mr, Maude, Mr. St. John-Stevas,

Mr. Hesaltine, Mr. Raison (un:ar),

Mr. Edwards, Mr, Nea . Younge

Mrx. Fowler, Mrs. Oppenﬁem, Mr, anling.

Mr., Atkins.

Mr, Montgomary, Mr. Ryder, Mr, Shelton
er Pattony ty, Bidley Me, Nisholson
{In attoendance)

Apologies: Lord Hailsham, Lord Thorneycroft,
¥r. Buchanap=-Smith.

Pmmged Business of the Week

« Thatcher outlined the proposed business of the week
14th to zls(: .J'uly.

n Mnnday. 1l4th July there would be a Suppl{ Day with subjects
to be decided, This would be followed by the rema stages o

the Northern Iyeland (Eme Provisions) (Mendmen::‘? B:Ll and &
Motion on the Northern Ire and {appropriation) (No.2) Orde

{Hr. Neave, Mr. Miscampball).

On Tuesday, 15th July Mr. Baith would seek }eave to introduce
his Bi{ll of Righ u uder the 10 Minute Rule, and this would be
followed another Sxelgamy with gubjects to be dacided. This
would be followed Amendments to the Coal Industry Bill

and the remaining stagas of the Safaty of Sporte Crounds Bill,

On Wednaaday, 16th July Mr, Cyril Smith would saek leave !:o
introduce hig Electric Lighting Bill under the 10 Minute Rule,
this would be followed by the fiwet day of tha Repert Stage oi’ :he
Finance {no. 2) Bill (Sir Geoffrey Howe and team).

On Thursday, 17th July thers would be the Ind day of the Report
Stage and l:he)Std feading of the Finance (No. 2) Bill Eir Coofrey

On Friday, 18th Jul B{ there would be the 2nd Reading of the
Policgl:ldeu Protection Bill (Mz. Higgins) and of the Felr Employment
(Northern Ireland) Bill.

On Monday, Zlat:.July theré would be the first_ -pf o two day
debate on countar-inflation and the Govermient's White Paper,

foan 24 hiect
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" We had protested vigorously ageinst having to take both thesa
Supply Days together.

It was agyeed that the first day (Honda{) shiould bae devoted Lo
ggriculture, stressing that confidence in the Industry had collapeed,
It would be on a motion for adjowrmment on which we would not vote.

There was & digcussion of subjects for Tuseday, One & stion
was the question of the Horth Lendon Polytechnic, to which Arman
had dvawm attention by his letter in The Times. It was felt that,
despite tha abominable beheviour of the atudent militants thers, the
attitude of the Polytechnic's authoritios wes alsg vulnerable to
criticign, Other suggestions were the Government's treatment of
Parlisment and the problems of the wall insulation industry, but it
wan decided Lo devote the first half to debating the Post OFfice
(emphasising its inefficlency and evermenning) and the sscond half
to tha Conf on 5 ity and Co-op ion in Eurcpe. It was
noted that we were tyying to debate the Bullock Report in the
Government 'z time,

1 ustry Bil

Since we ware not voting earlier on Tuesday, it was agreed to
seek to have the debate on this Bill, on which it was desivable to
record a good vota, postponed for amother week. :

Bills in the Lords

Lord Carrington reported that the Government had been umwilling
to make concessions on the Industry Bill, so the Conservative peers
did not proposa to co-operate with the Government in expediting its

% . Prior expressed the hope that the Lowds would seek to
ny the Enp!.n{:an: Protection Bill to the Goverrment before the
;ﬂzmanded October. But it was noted that this would he very

cult.

Timi £ the First £ Meeting on Polic

In view of tha two day debate on the Covermment's White Paper,
it was no longer possible to have the first of these policy meetings
gg gl;;lJuly. and it was agreed to maet instead on the moriing of

t] e

Reactions to the Governmentts Counter Iuflation Packsge

It was noted that the Govermme: by
Myr. Wilson or Mr. Healey at 11,00 a,m, on Friday and would be followed
by a sa conference at noon. It wes understood that thexe would be
a Bil1l to enforca the Governmentls policy o employews in the privete
segtor, continuing sanctions such ma the withholding of Government
contracts and of eld wder the Industry Act.

There was & discussion. HMre. ng:nhﬂim, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Mr. Prior and Mr. Jopling reported on the reactions of the CuBul. and
the food industry to the Govermment's proposals. It appearad that
the C,B.I, would accept the £6 & week pay Limit {f they could pbtain
statutory enforcement of it, and ﬂmmam:ad a special board of
arbitrat for this se. They not objectad to an extension
of price ¢omtrol aud it was uerctood thet Mr, Campbell Adamson had
suggested that if the C.B,1, had taken up a position of mare vigorous
opposition there would have been a daiger of a collapse of stexling.

It was noted that a €5 per week increasze in pay in the food
industry and agricultwxs would represent much morae than 10 per cent,

fvos &8 many of
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as muny of thege sapleyees were on balow average emmings. It was

widersteod that the Govermment ptgggud to Tevalue the "green pound"
to help farming, but that this we wean food prices lacraasing by
about pax cent. [

It was understood that while the C.B.I, had wanted the pay
controls to be effective from the coming weekend, theae would not
take effect m{ﬂ lst Sngtmbegnmd there was likely to be pressure
to obtain sstt | then.

It was agreed that tha Research Department would relay reactions
by members speclel advisors and other outside bodies to the Shadow
Cabinet, which would mest immedistely aftew the Covernment's statement
on Friday morning.

The Boyle MEs! Sals: and_Allowances

There was a discussion. It was wderstood that the Boyle
Committes was recormending that saleries he increased up to £3,000,
Seme nembers reported that a number of Conservative MPs were extremely
hard pressed on present salaries, and that there was an obligation
for the Party's sgekemen to stand up for their interests, ag they
were obvigus reluetant to draw attention to their own problems,
pthers felt that Parlisment?s whole weputation was at stake and that
unless tha salacy increases were velated to the Govermentle pay curbe,
the distrust and diglike for Parlisment felt by meany gections of the
public would increase, Various compromises were suggested: a review
of MPu'Efay at the end of the year; letting the Increase come by
larger ollovances rather than larger salaries (but it was atmnily
urged that this would not deceive the public); and accepting & 10
per cent ammual increase back=dated by three years.

It was nfzeed that we should reiterate our protests that we
had not been allowed to see the Bozé.e Report. it was published
{this was mm{ to be on Monday) Mr., Peyton would tell Mr, Mellish
that we obvicusly could not veact until we hed fully studied and
discussed the repoxt.

The meeting closed at 6,10 p.m.
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