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CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, now that we have got the
preliminaries over,I am glad to welcome you to this
Conference and to open its proceedings.

When the British Government issued invitations to
this Conference on 14 August, after extensive consultations,
we naturally hoped for and expected a positive response.

Our eonsultations had revealed a strong desire that the
United Kingdom should take the initiative in making a
further attempt to achieve a final settlement of the

problem of Rhodesia, in fulfliment of 1ts constltutional
responsibilities. There was also a widespread feeling

that continuation or intensification of the war was not in
the best interests of any of the parties to the dispute,

nor of the people of Rhodesia as 4 whole. Nevertheless, it
is not a simple matter for those who have been involved 1n a
bitter and tragic military confrontation to sit round a
conference table together, The British Government felt
strongly that it had the responsibility to bring that about.

When inviting you here we appealed to you, in the
intercsts of the people of Rhodesia, to approach these
negotiations in a positive spirit and to seek to build up
arcas of agreement. We hope thereby to lay the foundations
fvr a free, independent and democratic society in which all
the people of Rhodesia, 'lrrespective of thelr race or
politieal beliefs, would be able to live in sccurity and at
peace with each other and with their neighbours. The get

of coming together is important. It is now up -to us: to
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