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MR. STOWE 


Prime	 Minister's V i s i t to Paris 


My minute of yesterday's date sought the P r i m e Minister's wishes on the 

arrangements for her v i s i t to Paris on 5th June. This minute seeks her 

agreement to proposals for the objectives and the b r i e f i n g for the v i s i t . The 

objectives, as approved by the P r i m e Mi n i s t e r , w i l l provide the basis for the 

br i e f s , i n p a r t i c u l a r the Steering B r i e f . 


The question of an agenda has not been discussed with the French, who 

usually pr e f e r not to have a detailed agenda for such talks. In any event I doubt 

i f either the Prime M i n i s t e r or the President would wish to feel i n any way 

circumscribed for an occasion which i s essentially one for them to establish a 

personal rapport and understanding of each other's approaches on matters of 

mutual concern rather than an occasion f o r transacting business. 


We would however expect the discussion to cover the following topics: 

I .	 European Questions 


(a) Budget/convergence 

(b) Common A g r i c u l t u r a l Policy 

(c) European Monetary System 

(d) Common Fisheries Policy 

(e) Community institutions 

(f) Euratom and non-proliferation 


I I .	 Current I n t e r n a t i o n a l Problems 

(a)	 Defence and arms control issues (in p a r t i c u l a r SALT, MBFR, TNF/Grey 


areas; the French proposal for a European disarmament conference) 

(b) East-West relations (including CSCE and relations with China) 

(c) International economic and monetary questions 

(d) International energy questions 

(e) A f r i c a (including Rhodesia) 

(f) A r a b - I s r a e l (including Lebanon) 
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I I I . B i l a t e r a l Questions 

(a) Defence collaboration 

(b) I n d u s t r i a l collaboration 

(c) C i v i l nuclear collaboration 

(d) The Fontevraud Conference 


Against this background I attach d r a f t objectives for the v i s i t . I also 

attach a l i s t of the briefs that might be prepared i n the usual f o r m . In addition 

a separate b r i e f would be prepared on defence nuclear matters. 


(John Hunt) 


23rd May, 1979 
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ANNEX A 


UK_OBJECTIVES 


1 . To i m p r e s s u p o n P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d t h e g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e w h i c h 

t h e new G o v e r n m e n t i n L o n d o n a t t a c h e s t o r e l a t i o n s w i t h F r a n c e , 

b u i l d i n g o n t h e warm m e s s a g e s a l r e a d y c o n v e y e d t h r o u g h HM 

A m b a s s a d o r i n P a r i s . 


2. To c o n v i n c e P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

t o t u r n t h e B r i t i s h e c o n o m y r o u n d s o t h a t B r i t a i n c a n make i t s 

p r o p e r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w o r l d a f f a i r s . 


3. To c o n v i n c e t h e F r e n c h o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e 

t o w a r d s t h e C o m m u n i t y ; t o e x p l o r e p r o s p e c t s f o r c o o p e r a t i o n o n EEC 

b u s i n e s s b e t w e e n t h e t w o G o v e r n m e n t s ; a n d t o e x c h a n g e v i e w s o n t h e 

f u t u r e o f t h e C o m m u n i t y i n c l u d i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

A t t h e same t i m e , t o p e r s u a d e t h e F r e n c h o f t h e j u s t i c e a n d u r g e n c y 

o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s c a s e o n r e f o r m o f t h e C o m m u n i t y b u d g e t , 

a n d t h e Common A g r i c u l t u r a l P o l i c y a n d t h e Common F i s h e r i e s P o l i c y . 


4. To c o m p a r e n o t e s w i t h t h e F r e n c h a b o u t t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r t h e 

T o k y o S u m m i t . 


5. To e x c h a n g e v i e w s on t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e n e r g y s i t u a t i o n 

p r i o r t o T o k y o a n d on c o m m u n i t y e n e r g y m a t t e r s ; a n d t o c o n s i d e r 

t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r u s e f u l c o n t a c t s w i t h OPEC p r o d u c e r s . 


6. To a s s e s s t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r E a s t / W e s t r e l a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

t h e m i l i t a r y b a l a n c e a n d a r m s c o n t r o l n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 

r e f e r e n c e t o SALT, t h e " G r e y A r e a s " , MBFR, t h e F r e n c h p r o p o s a l 

f o r a E u r o p e a n d i s a r m a m e n t c o n f e r e n c e , t h e M a d r i d CSCE r e v i e w 

c o n f e r e n c e a n d C h i n a . 
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7. To e x p l a i n o u r a p p r o a c h on R h o d e s i a a n d e n l i s t t h e F r e n c h 

G o v e r n m e n t ' s s u p p o r t . 


8. To s t r e s s t h e i m p o r t a n c e t h e UK a t t a c h e s t o F r a n c e , t h e US 

a n d t h e UK t a k i n g a common L i n e o n d e m a n d s i n t h e UN S e c u r i t y 

C o u n c i l f o r s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t S o u t h A f r i c a o v e r N a m i b i a . 


9. To e x c h a n g e v i e w s on t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t a n d 

t o a s s e s s t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a c t i o n b y t h e N i n e . 


10. To r e v i e w p r o g r e s s i n t h e p r o m o t i o n o f i n d u s t r i a l 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n b e t w e e n B r i t a i n a n d F r a n c e , i n c l u d i n g j o i n t d e f e n c e 

p r o j e c t s a n d i n t h e c i v i l n u c l e a r f i e l d ; a n d t o e x p l o r e w i t h 

t h e F r e n c h t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r B r i t i s h i n v e s t m e n t . 
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ANNEX B 


£ R E N C H _ Q B J E C I I V E S 


1 . To e n h a n c e P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d ' s p r e s t i g e b e f o r e t h e E u r o p e a n 

E l e c t i o n s i n F r a n c e b y e n a b l i n g h i m , w h i l e F r a n c e h o l d s t h e 

P r e s i d e n c y , t o be t h e f i r s t t o w e l c o m e t h e new B r i t i s h P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r t o " h i s " E u r o p e . 


2. To s e e how f a r t h e new B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o s i t i o n s c h i m e 

i n w i t h v a r i o u s p o l i c y l i n e s t o w h i c h t h e F r e n c h G o v e r n m e n t 

a t t a c h e s i m p o r t a n c e , eg t h e way i n w h i c h C o m m u n i t y i n s t i t u t i o n s 
s h o u l d e v o l v e , t h e a u t h o r i t y t h e y s h o u l d h a v e , a n d t h e e v e n t u a l 
s h a p e o f an e n l a r g e d C o m m u n i t y . 

3. To e s t a b l i s h how n e g o t i a b l e t h e UK p o s i t i o n i s l i k e l y t o be 

on t h o s e C o m m u n i t y q u e s t i o n s w h e r e t h e i n t e n t i o n o f d e f e n d i n g 

B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t s w i t h v i g o u r h a s a l r e a d y b e e n s t a t e d ; n a m e l y , 

t h e b u d g e t a n d c o n v e r g e n c e , t h e CAP a n d f i s h e r i e s . 


4. To s e e how f a r t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t i s l i k e l y t o a d o p t 

p o s i t i o n s o u t s i d e t h e E u r o p e o f t h e N i n e w h i c h m i g h t a f f e c t 

F r e n c h i n t e r e s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o v e r R h o d e s i a , E a s t / W e s t r e l a t i o n s , 

r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e d e f e n c e / d i s a r m a m e n t 

c o m p l e x ( w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o n u c l e a r a n d n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n 

a s p e c t s ) a n d P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d ' s p r o p o s e d s p e c i a l p r o g r a m m e 


f o r A f r i c a . 


5. To r e - e s t a b l i s h a g o o d w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e B r i t i s h 

G o v e r n m e n t a t t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l i n t h e g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t o f 

e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e F r a n c o - B r i t i s h r e l a t i o n s h i p ( l i k e t h e F r a n c o -

G e r m a n , F r a n c o - S o v i e t a n d F r a n c o - U S r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) m akes t h e 


b e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n p o s s i b l e t o t h e G i s c a r d i a n d e s i g n f o r F r a n c e - i n -

E u r o p e . 
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Last of B r i e f s 


1. Steering B r i e f 

2. European Community A f f a i r s 

3. Prospects for the Tokyo Summit 

4.	 Defence and arms control (in p a r t i c u l a r 


SALT, Grey Areas, and a European 

Disarmament Conference) 


5. East-West relations, including relations 

with China 


6. International energy questions 

7. A f r i c a (including Rhodesia) 

8. Middle East 
9.	 I n d u s t r i a l (including c i v i l nuclear) and defence 

equipment collaboration 
10. French i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l and economic scene 

11. United Kingdom economy 
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