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7.1'UBLIC OP:r.TTON SACKGROUND TIOTE 66

The interviewing for our latest Gallup 'cracking study was
conducted from May 29th until May 26th. The survey found
no signs of an up:urn in -4upport for che L'br--als, or
Mc'=l De.mr,crats.. Sur:Port for the, Tonservative Party

slipped slightly whilst :here was a marginal increase
in support for Labour (not statistically significanc;.
The net effect of the changes in support for 2onservacives
and Labour has been a widening in Labour's lead 70

compared with 2%% in the prev-ious week 13/18 May,.

9. K. 3-'77:,



CONFIDENTIAL

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 66

(produced 29th May 1981)

Introd,ict4on

The interviewing for our latest Gallup 'tracking study was conducted
from 19th until 26th May during a period when the Social Democrats
received very little press coverage. The survey found no significant
changes in the level of support for :he main parties - support for the
Conservatives fell slightly as did support for the Liberals - support
fcr Labour increased by two percentage points and for the Social
Democrats by one percentage point. The effect of these changes (when
don't knows are excluded) is to increase Labour's lead to 7% - from
21/2% in the week 13/18 May.

The tables below and graphs attached to this note show the trend in
support for :he main parties from early March for:-

the standard voting intention puestion (the term Social Democrat
is not mentioned in the cuestion)

how the electorate said they would vote if a Social Democratic

411 candidate was standing

(0) how the electorate said they would vote if a candidate for a
Social Democratic/Liberal alliance stood.

VOTING INTENTION (including don' t knows)
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VOTING TENTTON 97 SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC/LIBE AI :2ANDIDATE
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alliance 36 37 38

Don't know/
it depends 17 21 22

37 25 37 34 33 32 32 32 31

17 20 18 20 22 16

Support, for the Social Democrats would appear to have 'peaked in thP
late ',larch early April and over recent weeks has shown a clear downwa_
trend - such trends might be reversed when (and if) the Social
Democrats re-start their publicity campaign.

2, Standard Voting Intention

The latest study found a widening of Labour's lead over :he Conservatives
70 7 '/). At approximately an equivalent point in the 1970-1974
Conservative administration Labour (June 1972) had a 6% lead over the
Conervative. However in June 1972 only 10% of the electorate claimed
they would vote Liberal - our latest survey (conducted 19/26 May) found
15% of those who gave a voting intention saying they would vote
Liberal and 13% Social Democrat.
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Government Record

Thelatest survey found a sligat fallinthelevel of approval for
Government's record - however the level of approval still remains
considerably abovethat which Gallup found in early March 1981.

the




GOTTRNM7NT RECORD
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Popularity of PoliticalLeaders




Almost no change in the popularity of Mrs Thatcher and Mr Foot. Slight
fall in Mr Steel's popularity.

POPULAFTTY OF POL:TI-CAL LEADERS
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