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MY TELNO B1St ‘;
ANGLO-FRENCH SUMMIT, 19 SEPTEMBER: FURTHER REPORT ON FRENCH -

PRESS REACTIONS

4. RADIO AND TV FOLLOWED THE VISIT CLOSELY ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
MORNING, FOCUSSING THEIR ATTENTION ON THE PRIME MINISTER’S
PERSONALITY. THE PRESS CONTINUED 1T8 |NTEREST IN THE SUMMIT OVER
THE WEEKEND, DEPICTING AN IMPROVED RELATIONSHIP IN WHICH REAL

DI FFERENCES REMAIN. SAMPLE HEADLINES TODAY ARE: °°GI SCARD-THATCHER:
THINGS @01 NG BETTER?® (IN THE CATHOLIC DAILY LA CROIX) AND
»oFRANCE-GB: THAW IN PASTEL SHADES®’ (IN THE [FINANCIAL DAILY LES
ECHOS). THE COMMUNIST L ’HUMANITE STRIKES A QUITE DIFFERENT NOTE
IN AN ARTICLE WHICH SUGGESTS THAT MRS THATCHER®S AIM WAS TO DRAG
FRANCE INTO **A TRIUMVI RATE DOMINATED BY THE UNITED STATES WHERE
BRITAIN AND GERMANY, WITH THEIR FORCES INTEGRATED IN NATO, WOULD
PUT AN END TO ANY POSSIBILITY OF |NDEPENDENT FRENCH ACTION’’.

o. THE MOST §IGNIFICANT ARTICLE 1S LE MONDE®S LEADER OF 21/22
SEPTEMBER WEADED **CORDI AL UNDERSTANDING AND Mi SUNDERSTANDI NG’
(ENTENTE ET MESENTENTE CORDIALES). DESCRIBINE THE MEETING AS

»opA BUMMIT OF REDISCOVERY’’, IT CONTRASTS MRS THATCHER®S °°CAMPAI GN
OF CORDIALITY’* WITH PRESI DENT 61 SCARD’S **RESERVED COURTESY”’

AND GOES ON TO NOTE THAT, ALTHOUGH DiSCUSSION OF CONTROVERSIAL
COMMUNI TY QUESTIONS WAS AVOIDED IN PARIS, THE FUNDAMENTAL DI FFERENCES
OF APPROACH APPEARED CLEARLY |K THE SPEECHES AT BORDEAUX. °’THE

DI ALOGUE OF THE DEAF CONTINUES, SWEETENED ONLY BY THE CHATEAU
YQUEM®®, 1T QUOTES A GUEST AS SAYING. NOTING AS MERI T-WORTHY THE
PRIME MINI STER'S WARMTH ON EUROPE, THE LEADER GOES ON TO CONTRAST
THE REMARKS ABOUT A VARIABLE GEOMETRY EUROPE MADE BY M BARRE AND

M CHABAN-DELMAS WITH THE PRIME MI NI STER’S STATEMENT THAT A COMMUNITY
WITHOUT FRANCE AND BRITAIN AS FULL MEMBERS WAS |NCONCEI VABLE.

IT CONCLUDES: *°*AFTER THE ELYSEE SUMMIT THE STORM CLOUDS ARE NOT
THEREFORE DI SPERSED. M GI SCARD D’ESTAING AND MRS THATCHER WERE

ALL THE MORE RIGHT TO PUT THE ACCENT ON WHAT SHOULD, AND INDEED AT
THE MOMENT DOES, BRING FRANCE AND BRITAIN CLOSER TOGETHER, IE

EVERYTHING WHiCH 1S NOT THE CONSTRUCTION OF A (COMMUNITY EUROPE’’,
S 3~ A PRGE




3. tN A PAGE OF ACCOMPANYING ARTICGLES, LE MONDE SUMMAR] SES AT
PRECI SELY EQUAL LENGTH THE SPEECHES MADE BY THE TWO PRIME MiN|STERS
AT BORDEAUX AND ANALYSES THE STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS AT THE ELYSEE.
DELARUE, THE DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT, CONCLUDES THAT DEFENCE

WAS CERTAINLY DI SCUSSED, AND THAT * *T0 DAY LONmN'S VIEW OF AMERICAN
POLICY (S AS CRITICAL AND ANXIOUS AS THAT OF PlRlS AND BOKN®°,

4, FEW ARTICLES HAVE AS YET REPORTED THE RESULTS OF THE BORDEAUX
CONFERENCE., VERNAY {N TODAY’S FiGARO CONCLUDES THAT THE MAIN
SUBSTANT) AL PROGRESS WAS IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION

(HE WAS, OF COURSE, IN THE ECONOMIC COMMI88ION§ HE COMMENTS THAT
THE DI SAPPOINTMENT OF MANY BRI TISH PARTI ClPANTS AT M BARRE'’S
REMARKS ON A TWO SPEED EUROPE CAST A CLOUD OVER THE POLITICAL

DI 8CUSSIONS., 1N TODAY®S MONDE ANDRE FONTAINE (AL” A PARTICIPANT
IN THE CONFERENCE) SAYS THAT MRS THATCHER'S SPEECH SHOWED MER
CAPABLE OF LYRICI8M AND HUMOUR WHILE ™M BARRE’S, WHICH HAD THE
EFFECT OF A COLD SHOWER, MADE ONE THiNK OF BEGIN’S REPLY TO SADAY
IN JERUSALEM, COMMENTING ON BR{TISH JEALOUSY OF THE FRANCO=-GERMAN
PARTNERSHIP, HE 18 STRUCK BY THE FACT THAT THE SUGGESTION OF A
TREATY BASI S FOR FRANCO-BRI TISH RELATIONS CAME FROM THE BRI TI SH
RATHER THAN THE FRENCH 8 DE, AND THAT 1T WAS THE BRITISH WHO

SPOKE MOST WARMLY OF EUROPE. HE AL80 NOTES THAT BRITAIN®S
RELATIONSHIP WiITH THE UN{TED STATES CONTINUES TO WORRY THE FRENCH
AND DOUBTS WHETHER THE FRANCO~BRI Ti SH COOPERATION OVER DEFENCE
THAT THE PRIME MINISTER SUGGESTED WiLL MATURE EXCEPT OVER ARMS
PRODUCTION, HE LISTS THE MORE PROM!SING SPECIFIC FIELDS FOR
COOPERATION | DENTIF{ED BY THE CONFERENCE, CONCLUDING THAT IT
REMAINED FOR GOVERNMENTS TO SHOW THAT THERE HAS THE NECESSARY WILL
T D0 THESE THINGS.

5. THERE (S LIKELY T0 BE MORE COVERAGE OF THE CONFERENCE 1N THE
WEEKLIES. THIS WiLL BE REPORTED |N DUE COURSE.
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