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Public Opinion Background Note 9 .

I attach a copy of the latest of my Public Opinion
Background Notes. This Note is based largely on the

results from our latest '"tracking" study that was
conducted before the Budget.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Public Opinion Background Note 9

(produced 30th March 1980)

l. TIntroduction

The results of our latest Gallup 'tracking' study are taken from

a survey conducted before the Budget - from 20th to 24th March.

The interviewing for the 'tracking' study that will be available
immediately after Easter will have been conducted after the Budget

and will provide an indication of immediate public reactions to th
Budget. It would be misleading to attempt to build too much on the
results from the first post-budget 'tracking' survey as it is the long
and medium term effects of public reac*ions to the Budget that we
should be concerned about.

It is to be expected that the Daily Telegraph on Thursday will carry

a report in a Gallup Survey on immediate reactions to the Budget
measures. The results of thellargm survey conducted in Greater London
by telephone on the evening of Budget day should be treated with the
greatest caution due to the problems of getting a representative sampld
using telephone interviewing in the United Kingdom.

Our latest 'tracking' study showed a 73% Lavour lead over the
Conservatives, in May 1971 at a roughly equivalent point in the 1970-
1974 Conservative Government, Labour had a lead of 127 over the Conser-
vatives, by June 1971 this had widened to 18/% and increased to 21%% in
July 1971.

2. Voting Intention.

Our latest figures show a small fall in support for Labour with almost
no change in our support and a slight increase in Liberal support -
all the changes are well within the bands of error inherent in any
public opinion survey. The table below gives details of the results

from some recent 'tracking* surveys.

Voting Intention

Con Lab Lib Other Lead

May 1979 (G.E.) 43.9 36.9 13.8 545 +7.0
13/18 June 1979% 42 43% 12 2

1980

6/11 Feb 373 42 18

13/18 Feb 40 43

20/25 Feb 38 47

27/3 March 36 47

5/10 March 37 46 143
11/17 March 37 49% 113
20/24 March 38 45% 133

¥ First Gallup post-election survey.
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4. Popularity of Political Leaders

Slight improvement in Irs Thatcher's popularity - improvement not
statistically significant and Mrs Thatcher's popularity (40%
satisfied with her as Prime Minister) still remains far short

of the levels reached in October and early November 1979.
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5. Communication

Our latest tracking study found 58% of
seen or heard nothing meking them more
towards the Government - 11% something
inclined and 31% something making them

respondents claiming to have
or less favourably inclined
making them more favourably
less favourably inclined.

Items mentioned as making electors more favourably inclined towards
the Government included - Common Market 3%, Relations with Unions 3%,
the Leader 2% and the Olympic Games 1%. Items mentioned on the
less favourable side included - Olympic Games 8%, cost of living 6%,
Public Spending Cuts 4%, relations with Unions 3% and the Leader 3%.

6. M.0.R.I. Survey on Budget

An M.0.R.I. poll published in the Sunday Times (30th March1980)and cond
ted on the Thursday and Friday after Budget day found a widespread
view that it was good for Britain, even though very few people
expected to be better off in the short run.

Do You Think the Budget Proposals Generally are a Good Thing
or a Bad Thing?
For You Personally
une 1979 ilarch 1980
26%° 40%
50% 40%

24% 20%

For the Country
1980

June 1979 larch

39% 4T
39% 367

Know 22% 17%
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