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ARGENTTIA - VULCAN AIRCRAIT : {g}l N
i

g Your letter D/Sales/303/73/9 of 18 January 1382 to Rodbin Fearm refars.

2. I have teen asked to draw the views of the Defence Planning Staff to your
notice. Their comments are: .

"References:
A. D/DS13/215/38 dated 25 Jan 82
3. OD(75)31 dated 79 :

1. Follcwing our telephone conversation of yesterday, Air Plans have
confirzed doudts on the validity of the Defence Attache's assessment

",.. the aircraft, would not be appropriate for use against the Falkland
slands'. Cn the contrary, they are particularly suitable for such an
operation in terms of range and wespon carrying ceapability.

2. gentinian intentions for the Vulcans are of course a separate
udg ement and one on wnich the DA avppears not to'be able to shed any light.

3. As you are aware, policy guidelines on sales to Argentina are set out

-

in Reference 3 - "It is our policy still, where possidble, not to supply
equipment to Argentina with which they could threaten the Falkland Islands"
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It 15 our contention that these aircraft fall csuite clearlv into the catez
his Ministerial uic line and tmerefore clazrance can Only
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Pending a submission we are bound to oppose the sale.

glven oy

sale could have on

e

L, A further policy consideration is the impact such a
irgentine/Chile relations. We are in the p*ocess of me nclng our fences witnz
the la*tter ané a sale of strategic Dozters atina would tound to ve
misunderstood or at lsast misinterzrated. issue the rCC would nesd
to e conzulted.”
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z, AUS{Zales) is aware cf thase views.
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