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NEW B R I T I S H G O V E R N M E N T : I R I S H P R E S S R E A C T I O N S 

1. T H E GENERAL T O N E O F T H E P R E S S R E A C T I O N S F O L L O W I N G THE 

APPOINTMENT O F T H E NEW B R I T I S H G O V E R N M E N T H A S BEEN C A U T I O U S A N D 

R E S T R A I N E D . A T T E N T I O N H A S , I N E V I T A B L Y , FOCUSSED L A R G E L Y CM THE 

APPOINTMENT O F MR A T K I N S A S NORTHERN I R E L A N D S E C R E T A R Y AND ON 

THE P O S S I B I L I T Y THAT T H E NEW G O V E R N M E N T M A Y E M B A R K ON A P O L I T I C A L 

I N I T I A T I V E . MR A T K I N S ' APPOINTMENT H A S BEEN G R E E T E D W I T H A M I X T U R E 

OF S U R P R I S E A N D P U Z Z L E M E N T . THE GENERAL O P I N I O N 13 T H A T / A L T H O U G H 

HE IS NOT A WELL-KNOWN F I G U R E AND H A S NO P E R S O N A L I N V O L V E M E N T IN 

THE N O R T H E R N P R O B L E M , HE H A S IN H IS FAVOUR H I S E X P E R I E N C E AS C H I E F 

WHIP AND T H E F A C T T H A T HE I S A L L E G E D TO B E A " G O O D L I S T E N E R " . 

THE H O P E IS A L s O E X P R E S S E D T H A T , A S A N E W C O M E R TO T H E NORTHERN 

P R O B L E M , MR A T K I N S M A Y B R I N G F R E S H IDEAS FOR D E A L I N G W I T H I T . 

2 . T H E I R I S H T I M E S S T A T E S IN AN E D I T O R I A L T H A T MR A T K I N S I S 

" R E L A T I V E L Y U N K N O W N " A N D T H A T , B E C A U S E HE I S T H E PRODUCT O F 

A PUJLJC S C H O O L WHICH G I V E S THE B R I T I S H ARMY M A N Y O F I T S MOST 

N O T A B L E O F F I C E R S , HE M U S T KNOW " T H E S E R V I C E A N G L E "  . THE 

E D I T O R I A L G O E S ON TO ASK " W I L  L HE L E A R N A B O U T T H E HUMAN P R O B L E M ? 

T H E G O V E R N M E N T H E R E I S R I G H T L Y A N X I O U S , B U T NOT U N W E L C O M I N G " . 

THE I R I S H I N D E P E N D E N T S A Y S T H A T T H E V E R Y M O S T T H A T C A N B E S A I D 

ABOUT MR A T K I N S AT T H I S E A R L Y S T A G E IS T H A T HE A P P R O A C H E S T H E 

PROBLEMS O F T H E N O R T H W I T H AN O P E N M I N D . T H E I N D E P E N D E N T A R G U E S 

T H A T HE S H O U L D B E G I V E N  " A GOOD L O N G T I M E TO R E A D AND T A L K 

H I M S E L F I N T O H I S NEW AND V E R Y O N E R O U S P O S I T I O N B E F O R E D E M A N D S 

ARE M A D E ON H I M "  , AND A L S O P O I N T S O U T T H A T A L T H O U G H M R S T H A T C H E R 

" u A N G S T H E LAW AND ORDER DRUM A L I T T L E T O O L O U D F O R SOME P E O P L E ' S 

T A S T E S , S H E M U S T B E SHREWD E N O U G H TO R E A L I S E T H A T LAW AND O R D E R 

WITH A POLITICAL I N I T I A T I V E WOULD H A V E A M U C H 3ETTER C H A N C E O F 

S U C C E E D I N G T H A N OTHER A P P R O A C H E S H A V E IN T H E P A S T "  . T H E C O R K 

EXAMINER T A K E S A S IM I L AR L I N E . , , ?m u i  



3. T H E I R I S H P R E S S , ON T H E O T H E R H A N D , A D O P T S A C A R P I N G T O N E , 

S U G G E S T I HQ T H A T M R S T H A T C H E R H A S I N D I C A T E D THAT N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D 

R A T E S P R E T T Y LOW IN HER L I S T O F P O L I T I C A L P R I O R I T I E S B Y P I C K I N G 

A MAN W I T H NO P R E V I O U S M I N I S T E R I A L E X P E R I E N C E F O R N O R T H E R N S E C R E T A R Y , 

H O W E V E R , T H E S A M E P A P E R ADMITS T H A T MR A T K I N S ' A P P O I N T M E N T M A Y 

BE " G O O D N E w S I F IT E N A B L E S H I M TO B R I N G TO T H E J O B A F R E S H 

AND I M A G I N A T I V E A P P R O A C H " . COMMENTING ON' T H E C A B I N E T A S A W H O L E , 

T H E I R I S H P R E S S S A Y S T H A T T H E R E I S V E R Y M U C H A L O O K O F Y E S T E R D A Y ' S 

MEN A B O U T I T . A 
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