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Socialism’s record called into question

From Mr Arthur Seldon

Sir, Not the least disservice
sociazlism, the economic philosoph
taught by people in all Britls
parties, has done Britain is jts dis-
traction of good and eble men ke
Eric Heffer ftom improving the
capitalist system that is mankind's
™Mst hopa because it works with the
_ain  of human nature, while
socialism rests on coercion.

Mr Heffer ilniclc. July 28) con-
fuses public discussion by distorting
the great debate berween capitalism
and socialism into the perty strait
jacket of “ Tory™ and * Labour™.
The Conservatives have introduced
more socizlism—state control of
economic life—than has Labour, And
the Conservative Party to this day
has senior politicians who-think that
socialism is noxious except when run
by Cdnservatives. If the Conserva-
tives have had their Saatchis (and
why not ?), the socialists have had
thelr master craftsinen in empty
advertising—from Gtorlvnv Bernard
Shaw, H. G. Wells, the Webbs and
the Coles down to the Castles, the
Benns and the Heffers.

The socialism that Mr Heffer
offers as the solution to the {lls of
capitalism is a dream that has misled
Britain since the Fabians. I had
hoped that the Incantation * produc.
tion for use and not for profit” had
long succumbed to experience.

soclalism—ignorance of  public
wants, inefficiency, conflict, coer.
cion, corruption, monopoly uand
secrecy-—are incorrigible because
they are endemic. It is a sad day for

socialism when Lady (Berbara)
Wootton has to concede that
although soclalism has never yet

yielded liberty, it does not follow
that it never will: from the con-
fidence of the 1880 to the defensive
apologia of tha 1970s.

In the intervening century we
have frittered our resources in
nationalisation of fuel and transport,
bureaucratisation of educetion
medical care and welfare, an
municipalisation of services that
have no business in local govern-
ment. Nor are unemplovment or in-
flation the products of :;Emllm.

but disguised,

They are even worse,
in_socialism, :

The “capitalism ” that Mr Heffer
now assails is trying to remove the

ry—f 'u:bam;n"i .

century-—from ? ¢ in state
mdumy u-;l wol!’rh:u t&\:u:h mis.

rection o te ustry
Keynesian inflation to elophnthz
in ‘local government. There is no
escape in even more socialism. l:{ .
government, _centralisation, hi
taxation are the causes of in‘lation,
unemployment, slow growth, aveid-
able poverty, not the cures. Moro of
this medicine would debilitate the

ﬂvmu is there such a

““Society ? Whose “vse "?
lS‘ocl!Hlm has nj:v-lr "Hdlu‘rill
claims to ensure fustice or equelity,
or abolish poverty and conflict. The
advertisers of soclalism have m
mised to replace a capitalism wl
fauits we know by a socialism whose
faults they deny. They have never
bad evidence from history to sup-

stifl further.
There is not u jot or
evidence or sustainabl

ndvisers. For a century

has been the opium of the inte
tuals and the public mer they
led. They have distracted us
enough from the task of removing

it
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N i ivda d . benevolence and ability of the
_";'h':i‘,m"f n::'g ':h.fmldd" Heffers to devise more efiactive
Pl did to the _ solutions, but :Iw must first un-
generation. But they saw the a2 W myths
upside down, Tt was not the and "m ,
lists who used Hitler but ' Mrs o o Jouw Sl
National Socialist Hitler who Gmile e L
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