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UNITED STATES' ENERGY PROGRAMME: 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER 


The e x p e c t e d p e r s o n a l message from P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r 

about th e energy programme wh i c h he i s t o announce on American 

t e l e v i s i o n at 10 p.m. l o c a l time t o n i g h t has a r r i v e d , and 

a copy i s a t t a c h e d . I t s e t s out the o i l import g o a l s w h i c h 

he i s p r e s s i n g the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o adopt f o r b o t h the s h o r t ­
term 0-980) and t h e l o n g e r - t e r m ( 1 9 9 0 ) . They a r e a m b i t i o u s and, 

i n the case o f 1980, t o u g h e r than t h e t a r g e t s s e t at Tokyo. 

The message then d e s c r i b e s i n some d e t a i l t h e measures which 

the P r e s i d e n t p l a n s t o i n t r o d u c e i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e h i s g o a l s . 

I t a l s o c o n t a i n s a welcome f o r t h e F r e n c h i d e a t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d 

be a m e e t i n g of Energy M i n i s t e r s a t t h e end o f August or 

b e g i n n i n g of September t o d i s c u s s t h e f o l l o w - u p t o Tokyo. 

The P r e s i d e n t c o n c l u d e s by s e e k i n g , as we e x p e c t e d , y o u r 

p u b l i c s u p p o r t f o r h i s p r o p o s a l s . 


I have d i s c u s s e d t h e message b r i e f l y w i t h S i r J a c k Rampton 

(Department of Energy) and M i c h a e l B u t l e r ( F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 

O f f i c e ) . T h e i r i n i t i a l r e a c t i o n i s t h a t the P r e s i d e n t ' s 

programme i s a s e r i o u s attempt t o t a c k l e the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

o i l problem. But so much depends on Congress: t h i s i s 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e o f h i s l o n g - t e r m g o a l s , t h e achievement of 

/which w i l l need v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l e x p e n d i t u r e f o r which he w i l l 

r e q u i r e C o n g r e s s i o n a l a p p r o v a l . U n l e s s the P r e s i d e n t can s e c u r e t h e 

c o - o p e r a t i o n o f Congress, many o f h i s p r o p o s a l s w i l l r e m ain, 

l i k e some o f h i s e a r l i e r ones, no more than good i n t e n t i o n s . 


The P r e s i d e n t ' s message i s a l o n g one and w i l l o b v i o u s l y 

need t o be s t u d i e d c a r e f u l l y b e f o r e you d e c i d e what your p u b l i c 

r e a c t i o n s h o u l d be. I have t h e r e f o r e agreed w i t h S i r J a c k 

Rampton and M i c h a e l B u t l e r t h a t they s h o u l d meet tomorrow morning 

to c o n s i d e r the American p r o p o s a l s , w i t h the aim o f g e t t i n g 

a d v i c e t o you i n the c o u r s e o f tomorrow a f t e r n o o n . T h i s w i l l 

g i v e us time t o c o n c e r t our views w i t h the F r e n c h and Germans, 

i f you d e c i d e t h a t t h a t i s d e s i r a b l e , on Monday e v e n i n g or 


/Tuesday 
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Tuesday morning. You would then be i n a p o s i t i o n , i f you 

w i s h , t o make known your r e a c t i o n t o P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s 

announcement on Tuesday, perhaps i n a n s w e r i n g Q u e s t i o n s . 


You s a i d when I t o l d you of M. Wahl's t e l e p h o n e c a l l 

l e t t i n g you know o f the c o n v e r s a t i o n between P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d 

and P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r t h a t we must not be r u s h e d i n t a k i n g a 

p u b l i c l i n e on the American programme. I t h i n k t h a t i f we 

can f o l l o w t h e t i m e t a b l e o u t l i n e d above, we s h a l l a v o i d 

u n n e c e s s a r y h a s t e and g i v e o u r s e l v e s time t o r e a c h a p r o p e r l y 

c o n s i d e r e d view. On the o t h e r hand, i f you d e l a y a p u b l i c 

e x p r e s s i o n of s u p p o r t much beyond Tuesday, t h e r e may be a r i s k 

t h a t your statement w i l l l o s e some of i t s impact. 


I r ang Dr. Ruhfus i n C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt's o f f i c e on 

F r i d a y e v e n i n g t o see how the Germans were p r o p o s i n g t o 

p r o c e e d on P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s message, and i t i s c l e a r t h a t 


] t h e y too are t h i n k i n g o f a t i m e t a b l e v e r y much on t h e same 

; l i n e s as us. 


We may have a problem over the i d e a t h a t Energy M i n i s t e r s 

s h o u l d meet i n 6 - 8 weeks' t i m e . T h i s i s a F r e n c h p r o p o s a l 

which they have been p u s h i n g h a r d r e c e n t l y . We have not 

h i t h e r t o been v e r y e n t h u s i a s t i c about i t  : nor have many 

o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y the s m a l l e r n a t i o n s . But 


i P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d now seems t o have s o l d the i d e a t o 

I 

, P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r . We do not w i s h t o f i n d o u r s e l v e s i s o l a t e d 

u n n e c e s s a r i l y i n c o n t i n u i n g t o oppose a m e e t i n g , and i t i s 

l i k e l y t h a t the FCO w i l l s uggest tomorrow morning t h a t I s h o u l d 

speak t o Dr. Ruhfus e a r l y i n the day t o see what C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt 

t h i n k s o f the p r o p o s a l . We c o u l d then t a k e account of German 

views i n d e c i d i n g what our own r e a c t i o n s h o u l d be on t h i s p o i n t . 


Do you agree t h a t we s h o u l d p r o c e e d on t h e l i n e s above? 


C. W. 


15 J u l y 1979 



