1. ©Sir P Ramsbotham told me that
meeting with Mrs Thatcher this mc
Neave MP was there for part of th
throughout. |
2. Mrs Thatcher began the meeting by saying t@%ﬁﬂﬁﬁg-'
instinct was that it would be best to go to Washington
alone and she sought Sir P Ramsbotham's advice on this.
He endorsed her own view on the following 3 grounds:

a, lrs Thatcher, as Head of HMG's loyal
Opposition, was in a special position both
from the point of view of her US interlocutors
and that of the Embassy. It could cause her
hostsembarrassment if she were accompanied by
someone of standing and distinction. It would
not be the same as a Prime Minister and
Secretary of State wvisiting Washington
together. The Americans could see the danger
of awkward precedents being created;

b. If Mrs Thatcher were alone, it would be easier
to take maximum advantage of her presence in
building up her image;

Cs It would have practical advantages from the
point of view of putting Britain across, if
distinguished members of the Opposition
staggered their visits.

During this discussion no names were mentioned, but it
was clear that Mrs Thatcher was seeking Sir P Ramsbotham'
advice about whether or not Iir Naudling should accompany
her. lir .%,-ﬂ_ﬁ@tiﬂmﬂ Mr Maudling's name afterwards
and Sir P Ramsbotham said that he gu%go be very glad to
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