
Prime Minister

You will recall that Tim Bell mentioned
the very interesting research that
they had been doing in depth in various
parts of the country.

Attached is the first brief analysis
of the main areas of questioning and
discussion which took place. I think

you will find it of interest.

bserje;
Derek Howe

14th May 1981
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7 Introduction

The interviewing for cur latest Gallup tracking study was conducted from
2 9th April until 5:h May - durina the final week of the 7ocal
government election campaign,but before polling day. The survey
found on the standard Gallup votinp in:en:ion question no significant
change in the level of support for :he main parties (including :he
Social Democrats). The tendenoy for a slight upward :rend in
support for :he Conservative Party and the downward trend in support
for :he Social Democrats (on unprompted Question) our 'tracking'
study has found in recent weeks has been confirmed in the latest
survey. It is, however, too early to draw any conclusions with
regard to a permanent improvement in the level :1:• supoort for
the Conservative Party. Support for Labour has remained fairly
even over the last two surveys - it will be in:eresting to see whether
latour'= =ucceee, in the local government electiono- 2ny '717.7-,07

on their standing in the polls. The interviewing for our next
trackina study will have been conducted after the results of :he local
government elections were known.

IIIIn the week 18/23 March, 23% of the electorate claimed :hey would
vote Conservative - our latest survey found 29% saying they would vote
Conservative, labour's support over the same period remaining
-onstant - 31% 18/23 March and 31% 29 April/5 May. Support for the
Social Democrats (the term was not mentirned in the question) has
fallen from 17% (18/23 March) 70 12T/6 (29 April/ 5 May). Liberal

support has remained constant - 15% 18/23 March and 15% 29 April/
5 May.

When the idea of a Social Democratic Party was put to respondents
our latest survey found 25% claiming they would still vote Conservative,
2 5% Labour, 21% 'Social Democratic and 10% Lib,.ral.

When asked how they would vote if a Social Democratic/liberal
Candidate stood - 32% claimed :hey would vo:e for such a candidate,

,a7/oclaimed :hey would vote Labour and 21% Cone'ervetive.

- he tables below and :he attached graphs shflw the trend in support fcr411	 th° main parties from er1v February for (a) =he -4:andard vo:ina

ntention question (the term Social Democrat was no: mentioned in the

(b) how the e1ector,,,te said they wr.uld vote if a Snc'al
Democratic candidate stood and (c) how :he electorate said they would
107e if 2 Sooil flemrcratic/li',er7 c2ndirte =7=4.
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-"h.e :ahle on :he follow'nJ ca,ge sh3WS movemen:s of suppor: be:ween
:he har:H-= when :he elc:ora:e was specifically asked hew
rhey would 7o:e if a Social Derrocra: a IiberaiSc :iai e7o:ra:
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3

MOVEMENT OF SUPPORT

(V0=-In=7 Tntenton when term
Social Democrat not mentioned)

143

%

0
79
8
0
0
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7otinlntentic
Socia7Democrto

Candidate

CON

1-0,,,

9onservati1e 83
Labour 0
Social Democratic 7
Liberal 0
Other 0
Would not vote 1
Don't know 9

Votino- l'ntenton if
liberal/Socal Demoora io

9onser1ative 71 0
labour 0 73
Social Democratic/ 14 12
liberal
Other 0 0
Would not vote 'D 1
1: deriend-,-. 9 6
Don't know 4 7

113 SOC. DEM,-,,,,
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1 2 0
1 0 n

17 95 8
65 )
_ 13
o
''' 0 40
1 0 o

16 1 40

0 3 or,

4 4 J.
'
/0-7- 85 40

'D 1 40
1 1 0
8 6 20
7 4 0

The tables should be read that 83% of those who said they would
vote Conservative when-the term 'Social Democrat' was no= mentioned
would continue to vote Conservative when the term was mentioned -
7% said :hey would vote Social Democrat, 1% would no= .icte and-5% did na:
know how :hey would vote. Among Labour voters 79% remained loyal
to labour, 8% said they would vote Social Democrat, 2% claimed :hey
would not vote and 11% did not know how they would vote. Among
Liberal supporters, 65% remained loyal to the literals, 17% said they
would vote Social Democrat, 1% Conservative, 1% Labour, 1% said :hey
would not vote and 16% did no: know how they would voze.

411When :he idea of a Liberal/Social Democratic ?arty was put to respondents
7 1% of previous Conservatve supporters remained loyal to os. 14% ,,4(73,
they would vote Social Democratic/1iberal, 2% would not and
t3% said Pi7hPr they would not vote or it would depend on what the
rer7ie-e said. Amono. labour voters 73% remained loyal to Labour,

said :hey would vote Social Democratio/Liberal, 1% said :hey would
no: vote and 13% said ether th,=,: '7 would depend on what :he barte,
ea.id or they 71kd not know how they would vote.

4mon liberal IJTop,-,rter-,-. 76% =a'd wou'r" ":7P Sc zial Demflora7/
--beral, 4% Latour, 1% -=.a.d they would not vc=e and 15% said i7 WO 1.71
deendon wha: er -7,hV would no: e.

_Lntention

7he tre d of pncrt for: he , ma,ipa - es rom :he =tanHard„_„,7 , 7-al
queston dpn't knows) issno-,,,c, 'n 7hP

:he :Daffe a7':ao'ned raohs. e 'a7es7



=urvev found a ")!) Labour lead compared with 6% ir he previous survey
condilc:ed ))/27 Apr4l).
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lay(1',E) 43.936.9 13.8
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13/i8Sune 42.043.5 13.0
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1981





7'12San 34.048.0 15.0 _ 3.9 -14.0
14/)0  Jan 33.046.5 13.5 _ 71.0 -'3.5**
) 1:1'6San 35.543.0 17.0 _ 4.5 _7.54*
28 Jan/)7eb 32.040.0 21.5 _ 6.5 -8.0
3:9Feb 34.039.0 23.0 _ 7 .0 _5.0
10/167eb 36.035.5 20.0 - 8.5 0.5**
18/)3Feb 32.538.5 21.0 - 8.0 _6.3
257eb:D74arch 31.E36.0 21.5 - 11.0 - 4 .5
4/9 March 29.524.5 20.0 12.5 3.5 -5.0
1) /16Mrch 30.034.0 18.3 14.0 4.3 _4.0

MPrch 26.025.0 17.0 =7.0 5.0 -9 . D
25/30 March 30.030.5 18.0 19.0 2.5 -
3:March/6April 29.032.0 17.0 19.0 3.9 -3.0 lip
8:13April 29.534.5 14.0 19.0 3.3 _

1521April
J_LD7

28.537.5
-

15.0




15.5

-_ . 5
) .5

-9.0
-6.0

29 April/ 5 May 33.035.0 17.0 13.5 .5




* First Gallup Post-election survey





** Published Polls

3.  Government Record

Our :racking studv has found almost no chan2e in :he level of approval
for :he record of 7'rle Government over :he last three weeks. Detaji
are shown below and in :he attPched grabhs.
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Porularitv of Pol'otical Leaders

Our latest study found so change in :he popularity of Mrs Th,,tcher
anH almost no change in :he popularity of Mr Foot. 7:41- Steel's
cooularity dropped sharply.

Thatcher Mr Foot Mr Steel 

Dis- Don't i_., Ts Don't is LJ

7-  non':
sat. Know No: Know Not Know

	

% % % % % %

61 6 24 29 36 56 _L 3'_ 23
63 5 26 42 32 63 19 18
61 5 23 43 34 57 19 21—
63 6 21 46 33 62 17 21
60 6 21 49 27 60 lq 21
60 6 2 2 49__ 30 64 16 20
62 5 20 52 28 58 18 24
62 6 23 50 27 57 2= 20
66 6 25 52 23 62 18 20
64 6 23 5; 26 63 15 D'-.)--

	

8/23 March 28 67 5 24 55 24 63 18 19

	

25:30 March 30 66 4 'DO 55 25 61 19 19

	

31 March/6 Apri131 63 6 24 55 D.D-_ 64 17 19
8%13 April 30 65 5 21 54 24 60 20 20

	

15/21 Aori, 31 64 6 24 54 22 62 17 Dr

	

22/27 April 24 60 6 21 58 00 66 ,-, 18

	

2 9 April/5 May 34 59 7 20 58 22 60 19 21

5 Published Polls

(a) M.O.R.T. (Radio 4 - Analysis 6th Ma, 1981)

An M.O.R.I. poll condu.cted for :he BBC Radio 4 Programme Analysis
found nearly two thirds of :he electorate saying :hey would rote :o
leave the Common Market- if a referendum took place now. Eren among
suPporters of the SDP found 58% saying :hey would rote
to leare :he EEC, and only 39% would 107P :o stay in. Among Laboursuccor-ter, 74% would vote to leave - 19% to stay in. Among
sucperters 37% would vote :o leave and 55% :0 stay in.

The poll found that a large majority of the U.K. electorte :hough:
me-mrer,nc flf the ,TFC ha, f,iled to 'ncrese Sr'tin',' influencein the wor'd or 70 tring more jobs 70 :he country. M.O.R.T. alsofound a ,:rong feelng that Mr, Thatcher ha, not been tough enouah

in  her negot,:on, member

1981

Mrs

Sat.




7/12Jan 33
74/-20Jan 31
2 1/26San 34

Ask28 Jan i2 Feb 32
lig,3/9Feb 35

10/16Feb 34
18/23Feb 33
2Feb/2 March 3;
4/9 March 28
12/16March 30



'o) System Three (Glasaow Herald 8th Y.a- '981)

• System Three poll conducted in Scotland only and published in
the Glasgow Herald on 8th May found 51% of the Scottsh e"ectcrate
saying they wruld vote Labour, 19% SNP, 15% Consevative, 11%
liberal and 4% for 'other' Parties. ?hese percentages exclude
20% of the electorate who did not know how they would vote.

When System Three mentioned the Social Democrats, 15% of the
electorate claimed they would Yote labour, 18% S:;P, 16% Socia7
Democrat, 12% 2onservative, 8% liberal and 1% for 'other' partie.
These percentages exclude18% of the electorate who
how they would vote.

(c)Gallup(Sunday Telearaph 10th May 1981)

did nnt know

A Gallup poll published in the Sunday Telegraph on




10th May 1981
looked atthe electorate's view of Mrs Thatcher.
below. April




Details are given

Oct




Today 1979




1977

Has a strong personality 91 79




84
Speaks_her mind 85 81




83
Tries ha-d in her job 81 93




91
:s a good speaker 80 75




81
Is no: in touch with the working
classiordinary people 73 52




54
Divides the country 70 -7-/




31
Thinks a lot of herself 67 54




59
Has destructive,no: constru-tive





ideas 7.,




—
Knows what she is talking about 55— 75




70
Talks a lot but doesn't do much 53 39




47
Is a snob and talks downto people 50 37




40
Doesn't come over well 49 46




43
:Stoo critical of Russia 45 28




32
Knows aboutthe problems of the
cost of living 44 73




64
Has good or new ideas 41 58




55
iscatty/bitchy 34 :9




32

Other reactions were:





I preferMr Heath 41 47




40
time we had a womanpower

don't like women leaders
32 36




37
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