Prime Minister

You will recall that Tim Bell mentioned
the very interesting research that

they had been doing in depth in various
parts of the country.

Attached is the first brief analysis
of the main areas of questioning and
discussion which took place. I think
you will find it of interest.

Derek Howe

14th May 1981




PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 6

(produced 10th May 1981)

Introduction

3
The interviewing for our latest Gallup tracking study was co
29th April until 5th May - during the final week of the local
government election campaign, but before polling day.
found on the standard Gallup voting intention questi
change in the level of support for the main parties
Social Democrats). The..tendency for a slight upward
support for the Conservative Party and the downward
for the Social Democrats (on unprompted question) our
study has found in recent weeks has been confirmed in
sarvey. It is, however, too early to draw any conclusions
regard to a permanent improvement in the level of support
the Conservative Party. Support for Labour he remained
even over the last two surveys - it
Labour's successes 1n the local government
onh their standing in the polls. The inter:s
tracking study will have been conducted aftf
government elections were known.
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In the week 18/23 March, 23% of the electorate claimed they would

vote Conservative - our latest survey found 29% saying they would vote
Conservative. Labour's support over the same period remaining
constant - 31% 18/23 March and 31% 29 April/5 May. Support for the
Social Democrats (the term was not mentioned in the question) has
fallen from 17% (18/23 March) to 12% (29 April/ 5 May). Liberal

support has remained constant - 15% 18/23 March and 15% 29 April/

5 May.

When the idea of a Social Democratic Party was put to responder
our latest survey found 25% claiming they would still vote Con
25% Labour, 21% Social Democratic and 10% Liberal.

When asked how they would vote if a Social Democratic
Candidate stood - 32% claimed they would vote

~

24% claimed they would vote Labour and 21% Con

The tables below and the attached graphs show

the main parties from early February for (a)

intention question (the term Social Democrat was
question). (b) how the electorate said they would vote
Democratic candidate stood and (c) how the electorate

c)
vote if a Social Democratic/Liberal candidate stood.
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MOVEMENT OF SUPPORT

(Voting Intention when
Social Democrat not

CON LAB LT SOC.

Yoting Intention if % % %
Social Democratic
Candidate
Conservative
Labour

Social Democratic
Liberal

Other

Would not vote
Don't know

\]
DN OT00 WO )
O
O OO O
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Voting Intention if
Liberal/Social Democratic
Candidate

Conservative 7k
Labour 0
Social Democratic/ 14
Liberal

Other

Would not vote

It depends

Don't know

The tables should be read that 83% of those who said they would

vote Conservative when’the term 'Social Democrat' was not mentioned
would continue to vote Conservative when the term was mentioned -

7% said they would vote Social Democrat, 1% would not vote and 9% did not
know how they would vote. Among Labour voters 79% remained loyal

to Labour, 8% said they would vote Social Democrat, 2% claimed they
would not vote and 11% did not know how they would vote. Among

Liberal supporters, 65% remained loyal to the Liberals, 17% said

would vote Social Democrat, 1% Conservative, 1% Labour, 1% said

would not vote and 16% did not know how they would vote.

respondents
14% said
and
i 7ou 1 on what the
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When the idea of a Liberal/Social

71% of previcus Conservative suop
they would vote Social Democrati
i3% said either they would not

parties said. Among Labour foqe remained loy to Labour,

12% said they would vote Social cratic/Liberal, 1% said they would
not vote and 13% said either that it would depend on what the parties

said or they did not know how they would vote.
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survey found
conducted 22/2
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% Labour lead

3
7 April).
VOTING INTENTION

4

compared with 6% in

I March/6 April

First Gallup Po
Published Pol

Government

Recor

EMOCRAT

d

tracking study has found almost no change

the record of the Government

shown below and
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4. Popularity of Political Leaders

Our latest study found no change in the popularity of Mrs' T
and almost no change in the popularity of Mr Foot. Mr Steel'

popularity dropped sharply.

Mrs Thatcher

Dis- Don't
sat. Know
0, o/

/0

1981
Z/12 Jan
14/20 Jan
21/26 Jan
28 Jan /2
/9 Feb
10/16 Feb
18/23 Feb
25 Feb/2 March
March
16 March
/23 March
/30 March
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. Published Polls

O R. 1 (Radio 4 - Analysis 6th May 1981)

P-4

An M.O.R.I. poll conducted for the BBC R O 4 programme Analj

found neaPIJ two thirds of the electorate y 1 they would

leave the Common Market if a referendum took place now. Even anm
supporters of the SDP M.O.R.I. found 58% saying they would vote

to leave the EEC, and only 39% would vote to stay in. Among Labour
supporters 74% would vote to leave - 19% to stay in. Amo ong Conservative
supporters 37% would vote to leave and 55% to stay in
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6
(Glasgow Herald 8th

A System Three poll conducted in Scotland only a
the Glasgow Herald on 8th May found 51% of the S
saying they would vote Labour, 19% SNP, 15% Cons
Liberal and 4% for 'other' parties. These perce
20% of the electorate who did not know how they wou

ct "5 O
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e
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When, System Three mentioned the Social Democrats,
electorate claimed they would vote Labour, 18% SNP,
Democrat, 12% Conservative, 8% Li beral and l” for
These percentages exclude 18% of

how they would vote.

Gallup (Sunday Telegraph 10th May 1981)

A Gallup poll published in the Sunday Telegraph on 10th May 19

looked at the electorate's view of Mrs Thatcher. Details are
below.
Today

Has a strong personality S
Speaks_ her mind 85
Tries hard in her job 81
Is a good speaker 80
I5 net in touch with the working
class/ordinary people

Divides the country

Thinks a lot of herself

itas destructive, not constructive

ideas

Knows what she is talking about

Talks a lot but doesn't do much

Is a snob and talks down to people

Doesn't come over well

s B0 critical of Russia

Knows about the problems of the

cost of living

Has good or new ideas

Is “au‘y/b_,phj

Other reactions were:

p er Mr Heath
be +'1"1-3 we had a woman in
don t like women leaders

s D S

81
given
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