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MY TELNO 258 s HUNGER STRIKE

1. AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 2 OF MY T U R, PROFESSOR DOOGE SPOKE
T0 ME ABOUT THE REPORTS IN THE NEWSPAPERS WHICH HE SAID ’’WERE
CONFIRMED WITH THE N 1 077 THAT MACFARLANE WAS PREPARED TO ACCEPT
a0 INACTIVE ROLE IN A MEETING WITH HUNGER STRIKERS AND THEIR
ca 1L 1ES. ME GAVE ME A COPY OF HIS SPEAKING NOTES WHICH ARE

IN MY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TELEGRAM,

o ON THE PROPOSED MEETING WHICH HAD ORIGINATED WITH

G gy

COUNCILLOR CANNING OF DUNGANNON, 1| SAID THAT THE IRISH NEWS
oF TODAY HAD REPORTED HIM AS SAYING THAT SUCH A MEETING WOULD
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= o USE UNLESS THE BRITISH AUTHCRITIES WERE PREPARED TO
o FURTHER THAN THEY HAD PUBLICLY SAID THEY WOULD. PROFESSOR
~~9GE ACCEPTED THIS AND SAID THAT THEY HAD HEARD THIS FROM &

THE N | O THIS MORNING.

3, ON THE OTHER POINTS MADE IN THE SPEAKING NOTE, | MADE THE
FOLLOWING POINTS:=

(A) TO ACCEPT A MEETING WITH EVEN A MUTE MACFARLANE WHICH CAME
To NOTHING CCULD PUT US IN A WORSE POSITION THAN BEFCRE.

(B) THE PROVISIONALS KNEW WELL WHAT WAS ON OFFER AND SO DID
v ACEARL ANE. IF CLARIFICATION ONLY WERE NEEDED, HIS PRESENCE

WAS NOT NECESSARY SEMICCLON

(C) THE | C J P PROPOSALS HAD BEEN REJECTED BY THE PR1SONERS
AS AN UNACCEPTABLE DILUTION OF THEIR DEMANDS. PROFFESSOR
N0GE DID NOT CONTEST ANY OF THESE POINTS. HE SAID HE WANTED
10 MAKE AGAIN THE POINT THAT MACFARLANE’S POSITION AS NOW

; ~EPORTED TAKEN WITH THE PRISONERS’ STATEMENT OF & JULY.

i CEMED To BE SOME SLIGHT ADVANCE AND WE SHCULD FOLLOW IT UP.

L | KNOW THE DIFFICULTIES ABOUT HAVING A MEETING WITH

VACEARL ANE. HOWEVER | THINK IT WORTH CONSIDERING HOW

CREATLY THE fR1SH GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME IT IF WE FOLLOWED

T UP FAIRLY QUICKLY. WE SHOULD GAIN ENORMOUS CREDIT. IT 1S

| oF COURSE ARGLABLE HOW MUCH THIS MATTERS TO US. BUT WE DON” T
i HOW WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN AFTER DCHERTY AND LYNCH DIE. IF
THE HUNGER STRIKE CONTINUES WITH NO SIGN OF A BREAK WE MAY NEED
REDIT WITH THE IRISH GOVERNMENT, | THINK WE QUGHT TO CONSIDER

VERY CAREFULLY WHERE THE BALANCE OF ADVANTAGE MAY LIE,
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5. | AM GLAD TO SAY THAT PROFESSOR DOCGE SAID THAT THE STEWART

| DALBY ARTICLE (PARA 3 OF MY T U R) IN NO WAY REFLECTED THE
ATTITUDE OF THE IRISH GOVERNMENT. HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER

DALBY HAD SEEN THE TAOISEACH PERSONALLY BUT HE DID KNOYW THAT

A THIRD PERSON HAD GIVEN SOME BAD BRIEFING, )HE AND HIS

i COLLEAGUES IN THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN BOTHERED BY SOME INACCURATE
& \CCOUNTS IN THE PRESS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS ABOUT WHAT THE IRISH
!1 COVERNMENT THOUGHT. HE SAID THAT THE REPORTING 4iN TODAY? S

% IRISH PAPERS WAS MUCH BETTER. THIS iS A GREAT REL IEF% | DO NOT

! PROPOSE TO FOLLOW UP WITH DALBY, T MIGHT MAKE MATTERS WOR SE
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HUNGER STRIKE

1, | HAVE BEEN ASKED TC SEE PROFESS0R DOOGE AT 3PM THIS AFTERND JON.
M NELIGAN TOLD ME THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER-DESIGNATE WOULD NOT

Be HANDING ME ANY WRITTEN COMMUNICATION BUT SIMPLY WISHED TO PASS
ME SOMETHING ORALLY.

e IT 15 DIFFICULT TO ReAJ THE MIND OF THE IRISH GLVtﬂhsE ‘T ABOUT
THE HUNGER STRIKE AND QUR POLICY ON IT. THE STATEMENT EARLIER

IN THE WEEK BY THE TAOISEACH THAT THEY HAD DONE ALL THEY COULD

TO PROMOTE AK END TC THE HUNGER STRIKE SHOULD NOT KECESSARILY BE
stelv AS AN INDICATION THAT THEY THINK WE HAVE DONE ALL WE COULD.

AS | SUGGESTED IN MY TELNO 243, PROFcS30R DOOGE SAID THAT QUR
RELATICHS «WOULD SUFFER IF wé DILU NOT USE MORE IMAGINATIGN IR THE

JATTER OF EBRENDAN MACFARLANE. WE HAVE WOT DONE ANYTHING ON THIS
FRONT AND OF COUJSE THERE ARE GUOD REASONS wHY NOT. BUT IT WOULD
NOT BE SURPRISING IF HE RESUMED THLS N '
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W& 1A SUGEESTER M MY, TELNGRES, "RROFESSUR| JUHRERBRIOT IRV HEr

Scl AT1CNS WOULD SUFFER IF we DIL"NOT USE HURe IMAGINATION (i THE
JATTER OF BRENDAN MACFARLANE. WE HAVE WOT DONE ANYTRIAG O 1.
~20NT AU OF COUJSE THERE ARE GUOD REASONG wHY NUT. BUT T il D
20T BE SURPRISING IF Hé RESUMED THIS Llkc.

we THINK 19 THAT STE JART DALBY, 4wHO HAD A RATHER bc.Hn...SBHiG

NANC )AL TIMES, TOLD BARKEY 341 TH THAT HE
HAD WRITTEN T HAVIKG EE.E£‘~J BRIEF’ 1 PERSONALLY BY THE TAOI 2 ACH,
| SUPPOSE wE MAY THEREFU: CT DR KENNEDY TO BE REC ALLED WHEN
DOAERTY Dleb.
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4. | wiklL OF COURSE REPORT o RAY AT ONCE FOLLOWIRG MY

Y L
CETING WIHTH SROFESSOR Doute BUT YOoU HMAY CARe 0 HavVe THIED
ST MAY NOT BE AS GUOD AS wE THINA,

GUTCK INTHEMAT HGR THAT OQUR WiCX




