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TELEGRAM NUMBER 3890 OF 25 NOVEMBER

INFORMATION DUBLIN,

MY TEL NO 23881 : ARMS FOR THE R.U.C.

VEST (STATE DEPARTMENT) TOLD US YESTERDAY THAT, FOLLOWING OUR
APPROACH LAST WEEK (MY TEL NO 3818), VANCE HAD PUT A PAPER GN
JRMS SALES ISSUE 7O PRESIDENT CARTER.

THE PRESIDENT HAD MINUTED s QUOTE | SHOULD GO AHEAD AND DO IT
UNQUOTE (THE {MPLICATION BEING THAT WE SHOULD GET WHAT WE ARE




ARMS SALES ISSUE TO PRESIDENT CARTER.

. THE PRESIDENT HAD MINUTED @ QUOTE | SHOULD GO AHEAD AND DO IT
UNQUOTE (THE IMPLICATION BEING THAT WE SHOULD GET WHAT WE ARE .
ORDER {NG)

o, VEST EMPHASISED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS STILL T0
BE OVERCOME, IN PARTICULAR THE ATTITUDE CF SPEAKER O°NEILL WITH

WOM THE ADMINISTRATION WERE IN TOUCH. BUT IT WAS THE AIM TO LET US
\ ' :
HAVE AN ANSWER BEFORE THE PRIME MINISTER®S VISIT AND THE ADMINIS=-

TRATION WERE TRYING TO MAKE THAT ANSWER A POSITIVE ONE.

3. FROM WHAT WE KNOW OF O°NEILL’S ATTITUDE HE WiLL BE VERY DIFF-
ICULT TO MOVE. SO WE ARE FAR FRCM BEING IN THE CLEAR YET.

MEANWH ILE, WHAT VEST HAS TOLD US REINFORCES THE NEED TO AVOID
DISCLOSURE OF OUR APPROACH FOR THE TIME BEING (PARA 2 OF TELEGRAM

UNDER REFERENCE).
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