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•
The Price inister has seen the Secretary

of Ltate for 7=b_:-; mil:uL,e of
11 February, about local government elections.
She has also s-,=en the Paymaer General's
minute of 12 .-:-=-,brury.

at
cinei. a;: scc:1 e-IJI*Lunity

I am sending a copy cl! to
Richard Prescott in the Pa=master
Office.

David Edmonds, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.
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CONFIDENTIAL

PRIME MINISTER

I have discussed with Peter Thorneycroft the forthcoming local
government elections on 1.S. Ma:j. Otp• colleagues in local
government will be fighting seats in 36 Metropolitan Districts,
and 103 non-MetropolitsL DiHdcts a England; and in 53 Scottish
Districts.

The ele(-,tions will not be eas7 on. 7;To must expect to lose seats
generally and con'ui-ol Os 55:f2cf,;-31L17

In order that we can do all we can to help local government may
I ask that so far as .;s7 Praotcably possible we refrain from
unpopular government announcements during the month.of April.
On the bositivc side, we ,Y'.ould try to cloncehtrate any porfular
announcements within our gift in the two weeks beinning
14 April.

Perhaps it would be ssible dor ei.;,her the Paymaster C-eneral or
myself to 'Ir ate

At this stage I am ccafn_ this only to Angus Maude and Peter
Thorneycroft, 'ciat if .7.= aree we ::_dloald of need to bring

in all our C;-Ibinet colleagues.

tt-A4A:Ar

MH

11 February 1980



CONFIDENTIAL

PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE


WHITEHALL. LONDON SWIA 2AT

12 February 1980

PRIME MINISTER

I have seen Michael Heseitine's minute to you of 11 February
about the forthcoming local government elections. I shall

be happy to co-operate with him.

His proposal is obviously sensible. Your Press Secretary
and I are already embarking on an exercise designed to get
the Deoartmants to he moro forneoming in the promulgation
of 'good news'. We shall do everyiJhing possible to concentrate

it, where possible, into the last two weeks of April.

On the avoidance of 'bad news', my experience is that
Departments always have the most pressing reasons why their
worst announcements have to be made at the most inconvenient
times. I should wefoome socle pressure from you on this.

Finally, I must add chat the effects of public spending cuts
will still be in pee:la's minds, and that perhaps the most
influential local ela:_lon -7acter0i 11 be t'on Budget, These

require major presenc,,ion plhnin, of cou:!:so; but the
Chancellon is in == errs the arhlIrs of clIT

I am copying this pp Kichael Heseltine and Peter Thorneycroft.
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