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I s h o u l d l i k e t o thank you f o r g i v i n g me so 

g e n e r o u s l y o f your t i m e , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r r e t u r n i n g 

f rom L a n c a s t e r House, when we met l a s t week. I s h o u l d 

a l s o l i k e t o say how much I a p p r e c i a t e d your p u t t i n g 

G e o f f r e y b e s i d e me, so t h a t we s a t round t h e Cabinet 

t a b l e i n s t e a d o f f a c i n g each o t h e r across i t  . 


I found t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n immensely u s e f u l 

and I came away w i t h a much b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

what i s w o r r y i n g you i n the Community and what you 

would l i k e t o do. I hope you found my a d v i c e o f 

some use. We w i l l have a l o t t o do over t h e Budget 

b u t I t h i n k we have made a reasonable s t a r t . I t h o u g h t 

G e o f f r e y handled t h e ECOFIN C o u n c i l v e r y w e l l , b u t each 

stage o f t h e s t r u g g l e w i l  l be h a r d e r t h a n t h e l a s t 7 and 

your t a s k i n D u b l i n w i l l c e r t a i n l y n o t be easy. Nonetheless 

I t h i n k a s a t i s f a c t o r y s e t t l e m e n t w i l l be secured. 


I know how busy you are and i  t w i l  l o b v i o u s l y 

be i m p o s s i b l e f o r us t o meet as o f t e n as when you were 

i n O p p o s i t i o n . But I t h i n k i t would be u s e f u l i f we 

c o u l d meet from time t o t i m e t o d i s c u s s Community i s s u e s 

o f major importance t o t h e U.K. 


I l o o k f o r w a r d t o seeing you a t the P a r t y 

Conference. I s h a l l be t a l k i n g t o a Bow Group 

l u n c h t i m e m e e t i n g , b u t o t h e r w i s e behaving j u s t l i k e an 

o r d i n a r y d e l e g a t e , as I d i d i n 1977. 
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