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FALKLANDS: STATEMENT BY THE FOREIGN

AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY IN THE

HOUSE OF COMMNS ON 5 MAY

Mr Rt Hon Friend the Defence Secretary has just

spoken about military aspects of the situation.

I must however add my own tribute to the courage

of the crew of HMS Sheffield and of the Harrier

pilot and my sympathy to the families.

The military losses which have now occurred on

both sides in this unhappy conflict emphasise all

the more the urgent need to find a diplomatic

solution.

The House will wish to know that since my return

from the United States on Monday I have remained

in the closest possible touch with Mr Haig.



As I reported to the House yesterday, we are

working very actively on ideas put to us by

Mr Haig, including some advanced by the President

of Peru. Yesterday afternoon, after my statement,


I sent a constructive contribution of our own to

Mr Haig. He is taking this fully into account.

I shall be in touch with him again later on today.

I want to tell the House that a vital ingredient

of the ideas on which we are working is an early

ceasefire and the prompt withdrawal of Argentine

forces. I can assure the House that we are sparing


no efforts in the search for an acceptable solution

in line with the principles which we have stated on

several occasions.

The points which were put to me in New York by the

Secretary-General of the United Nations are also

receiving our very ccieful attention. I have been


in touch with Sr Perez de Cuellar abdut this since

my return from New York and will continue to keep

in close contact with him.
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There are many points of similarity between the

Secretary-General's thinking and the points we

are pursuing with Mr Haig. Indeed, Sr Perez de


Cuellar's helpful ideas seem certain to be

reflected in the basis of any solution which we

may be able to achieve.

I can assure the House that any obstructionism

there may be will not come from our side.

Although it is we who have been the victims of

aggression, it is also we who are working

tirelessly and constructively for a peaceful

solution.


