L1eg {75) 53rd Mtz. SECRET

LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

¥inutes of the 53rd Meeting held at 5,00 p.m.
on Wednesdey, t2th Marodh 1975, in the Leader's
Room &% the House of Commonas

Prosent: Mre. Thatcher {In the Chair)

Ny, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,
lLord Haileham, Mr, Maudling,
Sir Geoffrey Hows, Mr, Gllmour,
Lord Cerrington, Mr. Prior, lMr. Pym,
My, Peyton, Mr. Jenkin, ¥r. S%. John-
Stevag, Wr, Heseltine, lir, Reison,

« Buthanan~-Smith, Hr. Edwerds,
liy, Neave, Mr. Younger, Mr. Fowler,
Kr, Hande

Hr. Atkine

S8ir Wichael Havers, Nr. Montgomery,
lir. Shelton, Mr. Patten, Mr. Sherbourne
{In attendence)

Apologies: Lord Thorneyoreft, Mrs. Oppenheim

Buginess of Wegk

¥rs. Thatcher ocutlined the yroposed buaslnass of the House
for the week 17th~21st Merch end Monday 24th Karch,

On Monday, cn a Motion for the Easter Adjournment, there
would be the Consolidated Fund (No. 3) Bill, which would allow
g debate on subjeots raised by NMembera.

On Tuesday, Mr. Ian Gow would aseek leave to introduce
hies Parlismentary Commissioner {amendmant) Bill wnder the
10 Minute Rule. This would ha followed by the Second Reading
of the Housing Financs (Spesisl Provieions) Bill, dealing with
Cley Cross (Mr. Ralson and Sir Michael Havers). There would
bg 8 three line Whip, Thia would be followed by a Motlon on
the Prices Act 1974 (Continuetion of Section 2) Order (Mr. Lamont).
A meries of Consolidation Memsures would then be taken.

On Wedneaday, Mr, J. Ovenden weuld geek to intreduce his
Socind Security (Abolition of Wage Stop Rula) Bill under the
10 Himte Rule. This would be followad by the remfining siages
of the 0il Texetion BALY (Mr. Jenkin, Mr. NeNeir Wilson, Mr. Gray).
Thare would be a two line Whip.

{mn Thursday, thers would be the Second Reading of the
Soeiel Seourity Pemelona Bill (Mpr, Fowler, Mr, Clarke). This
would ba followed by a Motion on the Jensus Order, which cems
wnder the DHSS = & dipcuseion took place and iy was egroed *
that we m!.gtt question the need for it without voti
againgt but that we rezslly needed to find out mors about it.
The Peumeining ateges of the Reserveirs Bill (Lords) would
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follow (Mr. Speed). This would be followed by a Hotion relat=
ing to Cherges on Fireerm Holders.

Bupiness on Friday would be devoted to Private Members'
Motlons.

On Monday 24th March, the Housa would debate a Motion on
Pinancial Assistance to Oppoeition Parties {(Mr. Peyion) until
7.00 p.n, There would ba a debate on the Textile Indusiry
on &8 letion for the Adjournment.

lr. Atking eymmounced that for the remeinder of that wesk
the provislonal plans were as follows: on Tussday 25th Maroh,
the Sex Discrimipation Bill; Wednesdsy 26th March, a debate on
Foreign Affaire; end on Thursdey 27th March a debats on the
Bagter Adjournment.

Poligy-Ha) 1 LEo, 68)

Sir Eelth Joseph introduced his papar on Polioy-Making
1575, He 8ald that the questions wers who was to be involved
in policy-maidng, which themes did we need to ldentify and
should eny of the groups be opansd wp to the publie?

¥re. Thascher paid that & flexible fremework for policy—
making should ba establiched and it was agreed that 3ir Heith
Jozmeph and Mr. Maude would discums with individusl Shedow
Winipters the subjects snd themss that would be covered and
whether eny of these should be frested in a different way
and/or ¢penad up to the public. MNrs. Thatocher racalled that
when wa hed last been in Opposition e whole dey had been devoted
to e publie debate on economic policy at Churoh House and thet
the proceedings hed besr published,

It was agreed that policy-maldng showld be through the
Backbench committess and that this should be discusged with
Mr. du Conn. Lord Cerrington thought there should be some
representation from the Lorde end Lord Hailsham thought that
the Farty cuteide should be rapresented. Mr. Whitelaw hoped
that it would be poeaible to look mt the Advisory Committee on
Folioy which was not eatiefactory. It was agreed thet cuteiders
would have to be brought in although there was & problem in that mome
recple do not want to have thelr namss made public.

On timing, it was egreed that the present stage_of.polioy
work should be ccmplated within about a yeer ac that the Par
eould, if it wanted to, produce a mid-term document for the 1976
Pariy Cenference.

A dipcuseion followad on whether or not there was B need
for a Bill of Righte. Lord Hallsham spoke of some of the mis—
conceptions and demgers of a Bill of Rights. Mr. Heseltine
reised ¥ question of the pashinery of Government and it was
agraed that Mr. Maude would look up an earlier report on the
subjaot. by Sir Edwerd Boyle. It was sgreed thet Sir Kelth
Joeeph would collect views to see 1f any polioy review on the
machinary of Gevernment wee justified.
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tate Finance for FPolitical Parties outside Parliswent

1t was agreed that, in responme to Mr. Short's letter of
27th Pebruary %o Mr, Atilne (LCG/75/67), we would propose
somebody to it on the Houghton Committes on the allodation of
public funds $o pelitlcsl parties cuteide Parlisment.

Eleotricity Prices

Mr, Jenkin seid that the rise of 30 per cent in electrisity
ﬁices before Easter would soon be follewsd by a 12 per cent
croase. It was agreed that we could not object to rational
pricing for the industry but that thias did net mean that we

should accapt the inefficiencies that made much price increases
NB0a3EETY

Lopal Government

With the fortheoming Metropolitan Digtriet electicns
end Looal Govermment Conference, & disoussion tock placs on
what lires we should take on the size of rate inersssee. This
waa urgent bacauge leaflete for the eleotions were on tha point
of Lalng drafted, Mr. Meude thought that the simple politieal
peint wag thet we wanted to ses Locsl Governmant apending cut
back in order to reduce the rates Lurden. &ir Geoffrey Howe
said that this was all part of the wider problem of public
expanditure as e whele.

It wag agreed that kir. Reison would ?roduca a pepar on
Local Government issues For the next mesting of tha Committes.

The Teeting adjourned at 6.00 p.n.
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