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From the Private Secretary 22 May 1979 

C a l l on the Prime M i n i s t e r by the F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 

of Japan, Mr. Sonoda, on 21 May 1979 


The Japanese F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , Mr. Sonoda, accompanied by the 

Japanese Ambassador and an i n t e r p r e t e r , c a l l e d on the Prime M i n i s t e r 

a t 10 Downing S t r e e t on 21 May at 1715. The f o l l o w i n g are the main 

p o i n t s which arose d u r i n g a c o n v e r s a t i o n which l a s t e d f o r 40 minutes. 


A f t e r c o n v e y i n g h i s Government's warm c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o the 

Prime M i n i s t e r on her appointment, and a p e r s o n a l message o f good 

wishes from Mr. O h i r a , Mr. Sonoda r e c a l l e d a speech which the Prime 

M i n i s t e r had made d u r i n g her l a s t v i s i t t o Japan about the importance 

o f r e v i t a l i s i n g the B r i t i s h economy and commented t h a t the B r i t i s h 

people had e v i d e n t l y found her p h i l o s o p h y as p e r s u a s i v e as had her 

Japanese audience. Mr. Sonoda s a i d t h a t , ever s i n c e the days o f 

the Anglo/Japanese A l l i a n c e , the Japanese p e o p l e had f e l t a c l o s e 

a f f i n i t y w i t h the people o f the U n i t e d Kingdom; he r e c o g n i s e d t h a t , 

owing to wartime e x p e r i e n c e s , the B r i t i s h p eople had r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t 

f e e l i n g s about the people of Japan. T h i s made i  t a l  l the more 

i m p o r t a n t t o develop c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s between the two c o u n t r i e s , 

not o n l y i n economic m a t t e r s but a l s o on p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s i n c l u d i n g 

t h e M i d d l e E a s t . 


Mr.Soncda s a i d t h a t the Japanese Government a t t a c h e d the 

g r e a t e s t importance to the f o r t h c o m i n g Economic Summit i n Tokyo: 

i t l o o k e d as i f energy would be a major i s s u e at the Summit and an 

i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n would be expected from the U.K.. The 

Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t the Tokyo Summit would be the f i r s t meet

i n g at t h a t l e v e l i n which she had p a r t i c i p a t e d a l t h o u g n she had, 

o f c o u r s e , s t u d i e d the communiques o f e a r l i e r meetings i n t h i s 

s e r i e s w i t h i n t e r e s t . Her c o n c l u s i o n was t h a t i t was e a s i e r t o 

a n a l y s e the problems f a c i n g the w o r l d than t o s o l v e them: d i d 

Mr. Sonoda t h i n k i t l i k e l y t h a t the Summit c o u l d come up w i t h any 

new s o l u t i o n s ? Mr. Sonoda agreed t h a t i  t would be d i f f i c u l t f o r 

the Summit to a c h i e v e s o l u t i o n s t o economic problems but e x p r e s s e d 

the hope t h a t i t might c o n t r i b u t e t o the c l e a r e r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 

what c o u l d be done i n the way of g r e a t e r mutual c o - o p e r a t i o n and 
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d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n , e s p e c i a l l y on energy. The Summit c o u l d a l s o 

c o n s i d e r the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e t t i n g up some k i n d of permanent 

machinery to promote t h i s p r o c e s s . The Prime M i n i s t e r commented 

t h a t Mr. Sonoda e v i d e n t l y had a more o p t i m i s t i c approach than her 

own. There c o u l d be a r i s k o f s e t t i n g up yet more bureauc r a c y 

w i t h o u t a c h i e v i n g a n y t h i n g p r a c t i c a l . 


In a s h o r t d i s c u s s i o n o f the w o r l d o i l s i t u a t i o n , the Prime 

M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t problems over o i l r e s u l t e d i n e v i t a b l y from 

p o l i t i c a l problems i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t , f i r s t between Egypt and 

I s r a e l and then i n I r a n ; t h i s was why the Western powers were s t r i v 

i n g f o r a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t i n the M i d d l e E a s t which might have 

the e f f e c t of r e d u c i n g o i  l p r i c e s . Perhaps t h e r e c o u l d be some 

d i s c u s s i o n of the M i d d l e E a s t s i t u a t i o n at the Tokyo Summit. 


At the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s r e q u e s t , Mr. Sonoda made some comments 

on China's p o l i c i e s . He s a i d t h a t the Japanese Government regard e d 

the Chinese regime as v e r y s t a b l e and d i s m i s s e d rumours t h a t C h i n a 

was p l a n n i n g t o i n f l i c t f u r t h e r "punishment" on Vietnam. I t was 

n e c e s s a r y t o promote c o - o p e r a t i o n between the U n i t e d S t a t e s , the 

U.K. and Japan i n a s s i s t i n g C hina's m o d e r n i s a t i o n programme. T h i s 

would have the e f f e c t o f d e c r e a s i n g t e n s i o n i n A s i a and o f i n t e g r a t 

i n g C h i n a i n t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d i n g system. Mr. Sonoda s a i d 

t h a t Japan was now e x p o r t i n g l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of heavy machinery 

and o t h e r c a p i t a l equipment t o C h i n a , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the d e v e l o p 

ment o f China's m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e ) . 
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