
RECORD OF A CONVERSATION BETV/EEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND 

DR. IAN PAISLEY AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON 14 NOVEMBER 1979 AT 2045 


Present 


The Prime M i n i s t e r Dr. Ian P a i s l e y , M.P. 

Se c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d Mr. Robinson, M.P. 

Mr. I an Gow, M.P. 

Mr. Alexander 
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Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he had bad news f o r t h e Prime M i n i s t e r . 

He had j u s t heard t h a t Mr. Molyneaux had s a i d on the r a d i o t h a t 

t h e Prime M i n i s t e r had t o l d him she i n t e n d e d t o do n o t h i n g more 

on t h e s e c u r i t y f r o n t . Mr. Molyneaux had been t h r o u g h t h e l i s t 

o f p r o p o s a l s he had p u t f o r w a r d i n August and c l a i m e d t h a t t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r had r e j e c t e d a l l o f them ( t h i s was what Dr. P a i s l e y 

s a i d : i  t may w e l l be t h a t Mr. Molyneaux i n f a c t r e f e r r e d t o t h e 

p r o p o s a l s l i s t e d i n t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n o f 16 O c t o b e r ) . 

The o f f i c i a l U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s d i d not want a Conference and d i d not 

want t o a t t e n d i t  . They s i m p l y wanted t o re-organise l o c a l government. 

T u r n i n g t o h i s own views, Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t , as the f i g u r e s showed, 

t h e s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d was bad. When he had l a s t 

met t h e Prime M i n i s t e r , i n Stormont, he had f o r e c a s t t h a t t h e 

s i t u a t i o n would d e t e r i o r a t e . Since then Mr. Neave had been k i l l e d . 

He wondered who would be gone next time he and t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

met. 


Dr. P a i s l e y then n o t e d t h a t Mr. Molyneaux had had a 40 minute 

meeting w i t h t h e Prime M i n i s t e r whereas i t seemed t h a t he was t o 

have o n l y 30 minutes. The Prime M i n i s t e r a rranged f o r her next 

meeting t o be postponed f o r 15 mi n u t e s . 


Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t he r e p r e s e n t e d t h e most s l a n d e r e d , 

most abused, most b e t r a y e d people i n t h e U n i t e d Kingdom: t h e 

P r o t e s t a n t s o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . The v a s t m a j o r i t y o f the people 

murdered and maimed i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d were P r o t e s t a n t s , t h e 

va s t m a j o r i t y o f businesses l o o t e d o r d e s t r o y e d were P r o t e s t a n t . 
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These were n o n e t h e l e s s t h e people who f i l l e d t h e ranks o f t h e RUC 

w h i l e Mr. P i t t ' s P a r t y r e f u s e d t o acknowledge t h e r o l e o f t h a t 

o r g a n i s a t i o n . Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r must make 

a d e c l a r a t i o n which would p u t h e a r t i n t o t h e U l s t e r people. T h i s 

s h o u l d be a f i r m d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t t h e Government were d e t e r m i n e d 

t o win r a t h e r than s i m p l y t o h i n d e r o r o b s t r u c t t h e IRA. 


Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t two t h i n g s were r e q u i r e d on t h e 

s e c u r i t y f r o n t . The f i r s t was a s t r o n g e r d e t e r r e n t . The Courts 

were n o t handing o u t s u f f i c i e n t l y severe sentences. Mr. Robinson 

p o i n t e d o u t t h a t between 25% and 35% o f those found g u i l t y o f 

t e r r o r i s t o f f e n c e s l e f t t h e Court f r e e men because they were g i v e n 

n o n - c u s t o d i a l sentences. 50% o f those found g u i l t y o f membership 

of i l l e g a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s r e c e i v e d s i m i l a r sentences. About 

100 cases i n these c a t e g o r i e s went t h r o u g h t h e Courts each year. 

In r e p l y t o a q u e s t i o n by t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e 

f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no sh o r t a g e o f p r i s o n 

accommodation. There was a maximum p r i s o n sentence b u t no minimum. 

Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t t h e r e was a t p r e s e n t no d e t e r r e n t a g a i n s t 

membership o f an i l l e g a l o r g a n i s a t i o n . The f i n d i n g o f such a 

d e t e r r e n t was a m a t t e r r e q u i r i n g u r g e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n . There 

s h o u l d i n e v i t a b l y be a p r i s o n sentence f o r any t e r r o r i s t o f f e n c e . 


Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t t h e second p o i n t r e q u i r i n g u r g e n t 

a t t e n t i o n was t h e removal o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f s a n c t u a r y s o u t h 

o f t h e b o r d e r f o r t e r r o r i s t s . Mr. Lynch c o u l d be pushed on 

e x t r a d i t i o n and t h e Government s h o u l d keep up t h e p r e s s u r e on 

him. He was v u l n e r a b l e . The busines s community i n t h e R e p u b l i c 

were up i n arms because of t h e r e c e n t spate o f bank r o b b e r i e s . 

There were 500,000 c i t i z e n s o f t h e R e p u b l i c i n t h e U n i t e d Kingdom 

m i l k i n g t h e s o c i a l s e r v i c e s . I t s h o u l d be made p l a i n t o Mr. Lynch 

t h a t we c o u l d n o t go on r e c e i v i n g them w i t h open arms i  f he was 

not g o i n g t o take a c t i o n on e x t r a d i t i o n . Moreover, i  t was e s s e n t i a l 

t h a t t h e N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d p o l i c e s h o u l d be able t o q u e s t i o n suspects 

s o u t h o f t h e bo r d e r . At p r e s e n t t h e y encountered every k i n d o f 

o b s t a c l e . I f Mr. Lynch r e f u s e d t o p l a y b a l l , t h e b o r d e r between 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and t h e Re p u b l i c s h o u l d be c l o s e d . The example 

of Cyprus showed t h a t i  t would be p e r f e c t l y f e a s i b l e t o s e a l t h e 

bor d e r . 


/The Prime M i n i s t e r 
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The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e Government were d o i n g 

e v e r y t h i n g they c o u l d . She had shown her p e r s o n a l commitment 

by g o i n g t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i n August. An e x p e r i e n c e d and 

i n f l u e n t i a l man had been a p p o i n t e d t o improve c o - o r d i n a t i o n . 

The p o l i c e had asked f o r an e x t r a 1,000 men: they were g e t t i n g 

them. Other a c t i o n was i n hand which, f o r reasons t h a t 

Dr. P a i s l e y would u n d e r s t a n d , c o u l d not be f u l l y r e v e a l e d . The 

Army and t h e p o l i c e were p l e a s e d w i t h t h e way t h i n g s were g o i n g . 

0 n t h e q u e s t i o n o f c r o s s - b o r d e r s e c u r i t y , we had got more 

than we had ever got b e f o r e even though i t was, o f course, l e s s 

than we would have l i k e d . Her o b j e c t i v e s were e x a c t l y t h e same 

as Dr. P a i s l e y ' s where s e c u r i t y was concerned. E v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e 

had t o be done t o p r o t e c t t h e l a w - a b i d i n g . Hence t h e i n c r e a s e d 

e f f o r t b e i n g made by t h e Government t o s u p p o r t t h e p o l i c e and 

t h e Army b o t h i n England and i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . But 

o f course t h e t a s k o f t h e defenders o f the law was always more 

d i f f i c u l t than t h a t o f t h e e v i l a g g r e s s o r s . 


I n response t o an o b s e r v a t i o n by the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t 

she c o u l d not i n f l u e n c e t h e work o f t h e Courts i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , 

Mr. Robinson s a i d t h a t t h e Government d i d have t h e power t o s e t 

minimum sentences. The Prime M i n i s t e r p o i n t e d out t h a t one 

d i f f i c u l t y o f h a v i n g v e r y severe sentences was t h a t t h e r e tended 

t o be fewer c o n v i c t i o n s . Dr. P a i s l e y asked whether t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r would n o n e t h e l e s s be p r e p a r e d t o l o o k a t t h e m a t t e r a g a i n . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she was not o p t i m i s t i c , b u t she was 

always p r e p a r e d t o l o o k a t a q u e s t i o n a g a i n i f new f a c t s t o j u s t i f y 

t h e r e v i e w were produced. Mr. Robinson s a i d t h a t i  t might be a 

good i d e a t o reduce t h e d i s c r e t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o t h e Courts. One 

d i f f i c u l t y was t h a t some Judges i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d were s y m p a t h e t i c 

t o those i n t h e dock. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she c o u l d not 

be expected t o e n t e r t a i n such comments. I  f Mr. Robinson and 

Dr. P a i s l e y f e l t t h i s was t r u e , i t would be open t o them to make 

an address t o b o t h Houses o f P a r l i a m e n t . Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t 

t h i s was not t h e r e a l problem. The q u e s t i o n was why people s h o u l d 

p u t t h e i r l i v e s a t r i s k t o get men i n t o Court and then see t h e 

accused leave as free men. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t i f 

Dr. P a i s l e y would produce t h e f a c t s she would l o o k a t them. 


/Dr. P a i s l e y 
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Dr. P a i s l e y r e f e r r e d to t h e q u e s t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 


R e p u b l i c and s a i d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r had a d m i t t e d t h a t she 

had f a i l e d t o g e t what sh e wanted from Mr. Lynch. The Prime M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h a t t h e Government had got more than they had e v e r a c h i e v e d 

b e f o r e and were p r o f o u n d l y g r a t e f u l t o Mr. L y n c h f o r t h e e f f o r t s 

he was making. She v e r y much hoped t h a t Dr. P a i s l e y would s a y 

n o t h i n g t h a t might put c o - o p e r a t i o n between B r i t a i n and the 

R e p u b l i c i n j e o p a r d y . Dr. P a i s l e y a s k e d a g a i n f o r an a s s u r a n c e 

t h a t t h e Government would keep up the p r e s s u r e . Mr. Lynch had 

g i v e n way i n September b e c a u s e o f t h e Mountbatten murders. He was 

s t i l  l on t h e wrong f o o t and was almost ready to concede t h e 

B r i t i s h c a s e on e x t r a d i t i o n . The Prime M i n i s t e r a s k e d Dr. P a i s l e y 

to remember t h a t Mr. Lynch had h i s own p o l i t i c a l problems. She 

would p r e s s on e x t r a d i t i o n when t h e r e was a sound and s p e c i f i c 

c a s e . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d she i n t e n d e d to m a i n t a i n the p r e s s u r e 

on t h e s e c u r i t y f r o n t . But i t had a l s o seemed i m p o r t a n t to h e r to 

t a k e a p o l i t i c a l i n i t i a t i v e . I t was e s s e n t i a l t o show t h e w o r l d 

t h a t t h e Government were c o n s u l t i n g w i t h U l s t e r about t h e n e x t 

s t e p s . She was a n x i o u s t h a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e s h o u l d be s u c c e s s f u l . 

S e v e r a l o p t i o n s would be debated. The o b j e c t would be to f i n d 

t h e g r e a t e s t a r e a o f agreement. The C o n f e r e n c e was i m p o r t a n t not 

o n l y f o r d o m e s t i c r e a s o n s but a l s o b e c a u s e of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r e a c t i o n , e.g. i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . The Government would be 

c r i t i c i z e d i f they put f o r w a r d p r o p o s a l s w i t h o u t c o n s u l t a t i o n . 

The C o n f e r e n c e would not be a l a s t s t e p but a f i r s t s t e p . The 

people i n Northern I r e l a n d had fewer o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o t a k e d e c i s i o n s 

on a d e m o c r a t i c b a s i s than anyone e l s e i n t h e U n i t e d Kingdom. Th e r e 

had to be improvement. The q u e s t i o n was not whether t h e r e s h o u l d be 

a move but i n what d i r e c t i o n i t s h o u l d t a k e p l a c e . I n r e s p o n s e 

t o an o b s e r v a t i o n by Dr. P a i s l e y t h a t no p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n would 

s t o p t h e t e r r o r i s t s , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t of c o u r s e the 

IRA had t o be d e f e a t e d by s e c u r i t y measures. The Government had 

made t h a t commitment and i n t e n d e d to honour i t  . 


Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t t h e p e o p l e of U l s t e r a t p r e s e n t had no 

c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e Government. He wanted t o be a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e 

t a b l e but t h e Prime M i n i s t e r would have to h e l p t o get him t h e r e . 

Mr. Molyneaux s h o u l d a l s o be t h e r e . But n e i t h e r would be p r e s e n t 
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u n l e s s t h e Prime M i n i s t e r made a s t a t e m e n t a s s u r i n g t h e p e o p l e 

of U l s t e r t h a t t h e Government had the w i l l not o n l y to s e c u r e 

a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t e n a b l i n g t h e p e o p l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g but a l s o to d e f e a t t h e t e r r o r i s t s . C o u l d he 

e x p e c t a s t a t e m e n t w i t h i n 12 h o u r s t h a t would p ut l i f e and hope 

i n t o t h e p e o p l e of U l s t e r ? I f s u c h a s t a t e m e n t were f o r t h c o m i n g , 

i t would get him to t h e C o n f e r e n c e . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d 

t h a t she had made a s t a t e m e n t a f t e r t h e Mountbatten murders. She 

had s e e n Mr. Lynch. New s e c u r i t y measures had been put i n hand. 

I n s h o r t , she had t a k e n a c t i o n . I f t h e r e were more a c t i o n to be 

t a k e n she would t a k e i t . A f t e r Dr. P a i s l e y had r e p e a t e d h i s 

w i s h f o r a s t a t e m e n t and the Prime M i n i s t e r h e r p r e - o c c u p a t i o n 

w i t h a c t i o n r a t h e r than s t a t e m e n t s , Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d t h a t t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r was not aware o f t he d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n t h e s i t u a t i o n 

on t h e ground. She had a duty to do something about t h i s . As 

an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e f e e l i n g o f t h e p e o p l e i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , 

Dr. P a i s l e y produced two medals which had been s e n t t o him by 

members of the UDR f o r r e t u r n to t h e Prime M i n i s t e r . The Prime 

M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t i f Dr. P a i s l e y would l e t h e r have t h e a d d r e s s e s 

o f t h e men she would w r i t e t o them. 


The d i s c u s s i o n ended a t 2125. 


15 November 1979 



