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TO I M M E D I A T E FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1231 OF 25 NOVEMBER 
TO IMMEDIATE C A B I N E T OFFICE ( D I O ) MODUK (DW>) MODUK (DSll) 
C R E 3 , WASHINGTON, UKMIS NEW YORK 

P R I O R I T Y A3UD DHABI, A N K A R A , B A G H D A D , B A H R A I N , DOHA, D U B A I , 

ISLAMABAD, J E D D A , KABUL, K U W A I T , MOSCOW, TOKYO MUSCAT 

NEW D E L H I . EEC P O S T S . 

NY T E L N O 1229l S I T U A T I O N I N I R A N 

1. THERE WAS AN IMPRESS I V E MARCH AT ft PM TODAY BY T H E 

CHER IKHAYE F E D A ' I FROM T H E U N I V E R S I T Y TO T H E U S EMBASSY, 
T H E I R APPROACH WAS BLOCKED HOWEVER BY R I V A L MARCHERS M O B I L I S E D 

AT 3 PM BY T H E C L E R G Y . T H E R E WERE MO C L A S H E S , THOUGH A LEADING 
EXTREMIST MULLAH WHO WAS DUE TO ADDRESS T H E CROWDS O U T S I D E T H E 

EMBASSY WAS J O S T L E D WHEN HE *ND H I S ENTOURAGE T R I E D TO PASS THOUGH 

THE T I G H T L Y - O R G A N I S E D CORDON' OF MARSHALS ROUND T H E CHERIKHAYE 
FED.'- ' I . T H E ELM I EH T H E O L O G I A L SCHOOL IN QOM HAS C A L L E D FOR A 

FURTHER MARCH TOMORROW, TO MARK THE 7 T H DAY OF T H E ATTACK ON T H E 

GRAND MOSQUE I N MECCA, W H I C H HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY SEVERAL 

OTHER GROUPS I N C L U D I N G T H A T OCCUPYING T H E U 3 EMBASSY 2 WHICH 
P E R S I S T S I N A T T R I B U T I N G THE ATTACK TO A M E R I C A N E L E M E N T S ' ' 

P. CONGRESSMAN HANSEN SAW T H E HOSTAGES T H I S MORNING AFTER 2 AND HALF 
:' '' ' i ' i ' i — ' • T • 



HOURS NEGOTrATI*G AT THE EMBASSY GATS ( ALTHOUGH HE HAD THOUGH 
ALL "ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE) AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AFTERWARS 
HE SAID HE HAD SPOKEN TO A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF THE HOSTAGES 
WHOM M E DESCRIBED AS " RELATIVELY COMFORTABLE " ALTHOUGH STILL 
BOUND, WITHOUT A CHANGE OF CLOTHES, AND BADLY IN NEED OF A 
BATH. HE SAID HE WOULD NOW RETURN TO THE USA TO MEET FELLOW 
CONGRESSMEN. 

3. SHARI AT"*MADAR I IS ALLEGED TO HAVE TOLD A SPANISH JOURNALIST 
THAT IF HE WERE KHOMEINI HE WOULD TELL THE OCCUPIERS TO 
LEAVE THE EMBASSY AND FREE THE HOSTAGES. 

A. THIS MORNING'S LOCAL PAPER CARRIED A REPORT THAT THE 
NETHERLANDS AMBASSADOR IN TEHRAN HAD CALLED ON HIS NATIONALS TO 
LEAVE THE COUNTRY IF THE IR PRESENCE WAS MOT ESSEQQQQNTIAL, 
THIS CORRECTLY REFLECTS CURRENT DUTCH ADVICE, THOUGH NO FRESH 
WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED. ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR, 
HIS NATIONALS ARE CURRENTLY LEAVING AT THE RATE OF M - 100 A 
DAY. 

KAYHAN PRINTED A SMALL BUT PROMINENT HEADLIN E " THE 

A

'BRITISH EMBASSY IN TEHRAN REDUCES ITS STAFF BY HALF" THE 
MAIN TEXT OF THE ARTICLE ( ON PAGE 3) READS " THE BRITISH 
EMBASSY IN TEHRAN HAS DECIDED TO SEND HALF ITS STAFF BACK 
TO ENGLAND. AN EMBASSY SPOKESMAN HAS SAID THAT THERE IS NO 
POLITICAL REASON BEHIND THIS, BUT THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN I RAN 
AND BR ITI AN HAVE DROPPED CONSIDERABLY COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR. 
THE VOLUMNE OF IRANIAN IMPORTS FROM BRITAIN HAS BEEN REDUCED 
BY 75 PERCENT AGAINST.THE FIGURE OF 1.5 MILLIARD DOLLARS LAST 
YEAR, AND THE NUMBER OF BRITONS IN IRAN HAS GONE FROM 14,^00 
TO 3 0 " '  " THIS REFLETCS BRIEFING GIVEN YESTERDAY TO 

p , WITH THE WORD " COMMERCIAL" 0" ITTED REFORE " RELATIONS" 
THERE WAS NO ADDITIONAL COMMENT. 
6. THE FLO: OF IRANIANS ABROAO CONTINUES. THE CONSULATE IS MOW 
MAKING ANOINTMENTS FOR h JANUARY. 
7. HAD IB I , TWC REVOLUTIKARY COUNCIL SMOKER-RAN, LAST NIGHT ANNOU
NCED THAT AYATOLLAH KHAMENE'I, THE COUNCIL'S REPRESENTATIVE 
AT THE DECENOE MINISTRY, WILL ALSO SUPERVISE THE REVOLUTIONARY 
GUARDS IN 'LACE OF LAHO'JTI, I 'HO RESIGNED LAST "EEK. AYATOLLAH 
MAHDAVI, KAMI WILL BE HEAD 0^ THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY COURTS. 

GRAHAM 
CN PAR A 4 READ NOT ESSENTIAL. 
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