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TO ROUTINE FCO

TELEGRAM NO 278 OF 18 SEPTEMBER B8,

INFO ROUTINE |SLAMABAD, WASHINGTON, NEW DELH|, MO SCOW,

UKDEL NATO AND MODUK (DI4),

INFO SAVING TO UKMIS NEW YORK.

MY TELEGRAM NO 273 1 AFGHANISTAN 1 $iTREP.

POL ITICAL.,

1o  THERE HAS BEEN NO LOCAL COMMENT ON THE SOVIET DEFECTOR

'N THE AMERICAN EMBASSY (REPORTED SEPARATELY). ADDED SECUR|TY
MEASURES OF SURVEILLANCE AND SEARCH OUTSIDE WESTERN EMBASS!ED

CONT | NUE.

A NEW LAW ""THE PENAL LAW FOR CRIMES AGAINST COMBAT
PREPARATIONS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE DRA’’ Mas BEEN PASSED.
'T 1S OFFICIALLY DESCRIBED AS DESIGNED IN PART To ** STRENGTHEN THE
STRUGGLE AGAINST RUNNING AWAY FROM MILLITARY SERVICE’”,
3. A DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS On 17 SEPTEMBER
PROVIDES FREE ELECTRICITY TO ALL MOSQUES AFGHAN|STAN.

& BABRAK’S MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS OF JOURNAL I STS, wNICH
OPENED ON 15 SEPTEMBER, STRESSED TO ROLE OF JOURNALISTS IN
CULTIVATING THE NECESSARY SOC!AL AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT

OF MENTAL ATTITUDES AND {N COUNTERING THE PO1SONOUS PROPAGANDA
OF IMPERIALISM,

De
'_"\——_—_—._
AMERICAN, AND PRODUCTION OF HER OWN,

WMERIC/ CHEMICAL WEAPONS AT PORTON
DOWN HAS BEEN REPRODUCED IN THE LOCAL PRESS. 38

6. AN AGREEMENT ON SCIEN
THE SOVIET UNION HAS

INTERNAL SECURITY.

Te THERE IS NO HARD INFORMATION ABOUT THE OPERATION IN THE
PANJSHER, MOST REPORTS CICULATING CONSIDER IT A FAILURE FOR
E————

THE SOVIETS, IN WHICH THEIR HEAVY ARMOUR wAS TRAPPED AND THE!
CASUALTIES HEAVY. HOWEVER, THE INDIAN MILITARY ATTACHE

(PLEASE PROTECT) CONSIDERS THE ACTIONA SIGNIFICANT SUCCESS

' ER

| o a4
THUS COMPARTMENTALISING THE RES|ISTANCE EFFORT.
v_—_—_\
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8. AN EDITORTAL IN THE LOCAL PRESS ON 15 SEPTEMBER ABOUT THE
CAMAP |GN AGAINST THE REBELS REMARKS UPON ’’ AN IMPORTANT
DEVELOPMENT WHICH 1S BEING NOTICED IN THE SURRENDER OF ARMS

BY THOSE WHO HAD BEEN DECEIVED BY THE REBELS TO TAKE UP ARMS

(ND CARRY OUT SUBVERSIVE ACTS’*., REPORTS OF SUCH SURRENDEF
OF WEAPONS USUALLY DESCRIBE THE WEAPONS AS OF US AND CHINESE

MANUF ACTURE.

8. IN KABUL, SHOOTINGS AT NIGHT SEEM TO MAVE INCREASED AGAIN
OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS. A LARGE CONYOY MAINLY OF FUEL TANKERS
PASSED THROUGH TOWN FROM THE AIRPORT GOING NORTH ON 16 SEPTEMBER.
AER'AL ACITIVITY REMAINS LIGHT. FIGHTING HAS BEEN REPORTED
AROUND KARIZMER 17KMS NORTH OF KABUL AND ON 17 SEPTEMBER SOME

49 KMS TO THE EAST, WHERE RESISTANCE FORCES ATTACKED MILITARY
UNITS AROUND SAROBI, -
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