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THE PRIME, MINISIER

Jan=y,

Thank you for your letter of 19 December in which you


asked that the British Government should take no action on the

Federal Resolution until Quebec had consented to it or until

the opinion of the Canadian Courts was known on the question of

Quebec's right of veto.

I have studied your request carefully. I was sorry to*

learn that the Province of.Quebec was unable to agree with

the Federal Government and the Governments- of the other nine .

Provinces of Canada on 5 November. A Joint Address from both

Houses of the Federal Parliament has now been submitted to

Her Majesty. In accordance with established procedure the

British Government are now asking Parliament here to pass a

Bill which will give legal effect to the Address from the

Canadian Parliament. Given the terms of the judgment of the

Supreme Court of Canada on 28 September 1981 and the fact that

an Address has been submitted to Her Majesty I am satisfied that

the existence of further legal proceedings in Canada of the kind

to which you refer is entirely a Canadian matter. I therefore

do not think that it would be appropriate to suspend action on

the Canada Bill in the way that your letter requests.

The EonouruI _ Rene Levesue.


