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DEAR RON,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 15 APRIL ABOUT YOUR CONVERSATION
WITH GENERAL GALTIERI.

| AM SURE THAT NEITHER YOU NOR AL HAIG, FOLLOWING HIS MOST
HELPFUL VISITS HERE, ARE IN ANY DOUBT THAT IT IS THE STRONG WISH OF
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE TO AVOID CONFLICT.
WE HAVE DONE OUR UTMOST TO PUT AL HAIG IN A POSITION WHERE HE HAS
REASONABLE PROPOSALS TO OFFER THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT.

| REGRET THAT WE HAVE SEEN NO CORRESPONDING FLEXIBILITY !
ON THE PART OF THE ARGENTINES. | NOTE THAT GENERAL GALTIERI ]
HAS REAFFIRMED TO YOU HIS DESIRE TQ AVOID CONFLICT. BUT IT SEEMS TO }
ME — AND | MUST STATE THIS FRANKLY TO YOU AS A FRIEND AND ALLY =
THAT HE FAILS TO DRAW THE OBVIOUS CONCLUSION. [T WAS NOT BRITAIN i
WHO BROKE THE PEACE BUT ARGENTINA. THE MANDATORY RESOLUTION OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL, TO WHICH YOU AND WE HAVE SUBSCRIBED, REQUIRES !
ARGENTINA TO WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS FROM THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. THAT
IS THE ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP WHICH MUST BE TAKEN TO AVOID CONFLICT.
WHEN |T HAS BEEN TAKEN, DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE ISLANDS
CAN PROFITABLY TAKE PLACE. ANY SUGGESTION THAT CONFLICT CAN BE AVOID-
ED BY A DEVICE THAT LEAVES THE AGGRESSOR IN OCCUPATION IS SURELY
GRAVELY MISPLACED. THE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER POTENTIAL AREAS OF
TENS|ON AND FOR SMALL COUNTRIES EVERYWHERE WOULD BE OF EXTREME
SER|OUSNESS. THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE FREE WORLD
STANDS WOULD BE SHATTERED.

.
MAY | ASK YOU TO CONVEY MY STRONG FEELINGS ON THIS POINT i
URGENTLY TO AL HAIG IN BUENOS AIRES. L
|

WE REMAIN READY AT ANY TIME TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS WITH
YOURSELF AND AL HAIG. OUR EARNEST AIM IS TO AVOID CONFLICT. BUT
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT AMERICA, OUR CLOSEST FRIEND AND ALLY, SHOULD
SHARE WITH US A COMMON PERCEPTION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL |SSUES
OF DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM WHICH ARE AT STAKE, AS | AM SURE YOU DO.

WARMEST GOOD WISHES x
MARGARET

ENDS



