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10 D O W N I N G STREET 

i>om /fte Private Secretary 10 May 1979 

The T a o i s e a c h ' s c a l l on the Prime M i n i s t e r 

at 10 Downing S t r e e t on 10 May 1979 


As you know/ the T a o i s e a c h , Mr. Jack Lynch, c a l l e d on 

the P r ime M i n i s t e r a t No.10 t h i s a f t e r n o o n at 1530. He was 

accompanied o n l y by h i s P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y , Mr. Dermot N a l l y . 

The f o l l o w i n g are the main p o i n t s o f s u b s t a n c e which a r o s e 

d u r i n g h a l f an hour's c o n v e r s a t i o n . 


N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t he was v e r y g l a d t h a t t h e Government 

had come t o o f f i c e w i t h a m a j o r i t y s u f f i c i e n t t o a l l o w them 

t o t a k e p o s i t i v e a c t i o n . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she had 

complete c o n f i d e n c e i n the new S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d and t h a t she was su r e t h a t Mr. A t k i n s would c a r r y out 

h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s very s u c c e s s f u l l y . Mr. Lynch r e f e r r e d w i t h 

a p p r e c i a t i o n t o the message which Mr. A t k i n s had a d d r e s s e d t o 

th e I r i s h F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r Mr. 0'Kennedy. The Prime M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h a t they would o f course be v e r y s a t i s f i e d t o work 

f o r a s o l u t i o n t o the N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d problem b u t t h a t the 

problem was o f a n a t u r e which d i d not y i e l d to i n s t a n t s o l u t i o n s . 

Mr. Lynch s t r e s s e d t h a t he was not a t t e m p t i n g t o f o r c e any 

s u b s t a n t i v e d i s c u s s i o n o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d on the Prime M i n i s t e r 

and r e c o g n i s e d t h a t she would need time t o s t u d y t he problem. 


L a t e r i n the d i s c u s s i o n , Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t t h e I r i s h 

Government were l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o a more p o s i t i v e p o l i t i c a l 

approach i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . He would not use t h e p h r a s e 

"power s h a r i n g " , which he knew would not be w e l l r e c e i v e d , 

but t h e I r i s h Government d i d hope t o see some form o f s h a r e d 

r e p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h e N o r t h . Mr. Lynch r e f e r r e d t o t h e l a t e 

Mr. A i r e y Neave's i d e a s on R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l s and went on t o 

comment t h a t t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y regime i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

had i n h i s view tended r e c e n t l y t o r e v e r t t o the o l d system, 

w i t h a l  l the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n h o u s i n g and o t h e r m a t t e r s which 

had been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t  . T h i s p r o c e s s c o u l d q u i c k l y b r e a k 

down t h e g o o d w i l l which had s l o w l y been c r e a t e d . Mr. Lynch 

s a i d t h a t he thought t h a t c o - o p e r a t i o n between the N o r t h e r n I r i s h 

p o l i c e and the R e p u b l i c on s e c u r i t y m a t t e r s had been o f a h i g h 

s t a n d a r d . I t was o f c o u r s e d i f f i c u l t t o c o n t r o l e v e r y t h i n g which 

happened s o u t h o f the b o r d e r ; the I r i s h Government had s e t up 
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s p e c i a l c o u r t s and had made i t p o s s i b l e f o r c o n v i c t i o n s to be 

o b t a i n e d f o r membership o f the IRA on the e v i d e n c e o f a s e n i o r 

Garda o f f i c e r . But,Mr. Lynch s a i d , the Government's t a s k was 

made much more d i f f i c u l t when pe o p l e l i k e Mr. James Molyneaux 

t a l k e d about t h e R e p u b l i c b e i n g a "haven f o r t e r r o r i s t s " . 


Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t i n h i s view Mr. Roy Mason had made 

a m i s t a k e i n p r o c l a i m i n g so l o u d l y t h a t t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d were g e t t i n g t h e b e t t e r o f t h e IRA. T h i s 

put the IRA on t h e i r m e t t l e and s p u r r e d them on. 


Economic m a t t e r s 

Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t the CAP had been o f g r e a t b e n e f i t 


t o I r i s h farmers,.enabling them t o i n c r e a s e p r o d u c t i o n by. 

300% i n f i v e y e a r s . The A n g l o / I r i s h t r a d e agreements, however, 

had been very u n f a v o u r a b l e t o the R e p u b l i c . On t h e EMS, I r e l a n d 

had f e a r e d t h a t when she j o i n e d t h e scheme t h e pound s t e r l i n g 

w ould d e p r e c i a t e a g a i n s t the I r i s h pound; i n t h e e v e n t , t h e 

r e v e r s e had happened and t h i s was a g r e a t h e l p t o I r i s h i n d u s t r y . 

Mr. Lynch s a i d h i s Government warmly welcomed t h e F o r e i g n and 

Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y ' s r e c e n t statement on t h e EEC and the 

B r i t i s h Government's p o s i t i v e approach t o Europe. Under the 

Labour Government, t he U n i t e d Kingdom had seemed t o be d r a g g i n g 

i t s f e e t at eve r y l e v e l . Mr. C a l l a g h a n had been sl o w t o 

encourage the concept o f the EMS and i n b o t h t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l 

and Energy C o u n c i l s p r o g r e s s had been very s i g n i f i c a n t l y o b s t r u c t e d 

by B r i t i s h p o s i t i o n s . The same had been t r u e o v e r f i s h e r i e s . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r commented t h a t f i s h e r i e s policy was a problem 

o f g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y f o r the U n i t e d Kingdom: f i s h was a common 

r e s o u r c e w i t h o u t a common market. Acknowledging t h i s , M r . Lynch 

d e s c r i b e d I r i s h e f f o r t s t o b u i l d up I r e l a n d ' s f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y . 


In c o n c l u s i o n , Mr. Lynch commented t h a t c r o s s - b o r d e r economic 

c o - o p e r a t i o n between N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and the R e p u b l i c was g o i n g 

ahead v e r y w e l l - w i t h a low p r o f i l e , but e f f e c t i v e l y . The P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r has s a i d t h a t she would l i k e t o be b r i e f e d on t h i s : 

I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f a note on t h e p r o g r e s s made i n c r o s s 
b o r d e r economic c o - o p e r a t i o n t o date c o u l d be p r e p a r e d i n time 

t o r e a c h me by 17 May. 


Pyc\th^ 6, cy Mr. Lynch s u g g e s t e d t o the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t t h e y s h o u l d 
get i n touch i n due course, w i t h a view t o a r r a n g i n g a more 
s u b s t a n t i v e m e e t i n g ; t h e Prime ? . l i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she would need 
some time t o stu d y t h e i s s u e s which they would w i s h t o d i s c u s s . 
Mr. Lynch s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r might j o i n t h e 
o t h e r EEC Heads o f Government i n a t t e n d i n g the s i g n i n g ceremony 
f o r t h e a c c e s s i o n o f Greece t o the Community, which was t o be ( h e l d on 28 May. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she c o u l d not 
commit h e r s e l f at t h i s s t a g e . I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l f o r a d v i c e 
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how she s h o u l d respond t o any more f o r m a l i n v i t a t i o n w h i c h may 

be addressed t o her. 


I t was agreed t h a t Mr. Lynch's v i s i t t o No. l O would be 

d e s c r i b e d t o the P r e s s by b o t h s i d e s as a c o u r t e s y c a l l and t h a t 

i t would be made c l e a r t h a t t h e r e had been >no s u b s t a n t i v e p o l i t i c a l 

d i s c u s s i o n . Q u e s t i o n e d by j o u r n a l i s t s o u t s i d e No. 10 ( w i t h t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r l o o k i n g on) Mr. Lynch s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d , s e c u r i t y m a t t e r s and c r o s s - b o r d e r economic c o - o p e r a t i o n 

had been mentioned d u r i n g h i s t a l k w i t h Mrs. T h a t c h e r , none o f 

t h e s e s u b j e c t s had been covered i n d e t a i l . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o Joe P i l l i n g ( N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d O f f i c e ) , Roger F a c e r ( M i n i s t r y of Defence) Tom H a r r i s 

(Department of T r a d e ) , G a r t h Waters ( M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e , 

F i s h e r i e s and Food) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P a u l L e v e r , Esq., 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



