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 RHODESIAz THE ELECTION

e ~ PIK BOTHA ASKED ME TO CALL YESTERDAY EVENING. F"m?mﬁfma“"*"”‘“

OTHER PARTS OF THE CONVERSATION SEPARATELY. THIS TELEGRAM DEALS of

A |

;--.—~UITH HIS URGENT ADVICE THAT You QlOULD NOT (REPEAT NOT) USE- YOUR

/
/

POHER3T0 PREVENT VOTING TAKlNG PLACE IN SPEC&F!C LOCAUTlES.
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2. PIK*S R’EA&NS FOR SAY!NG THIS VERE‘ THREEFOLD!
FIRST lT WULD NOT ACHIEVE VERY MUCH: SECONDLY IT MlGﬁT» HARM
"THE PARTIES-IT WAS_MEANT _ TO HELP - *'THE WAYS OF AFRICAN POLITICS
MRE STRANGE’ '3 TH"!I_I_.Y 1T wouLD PROVOKE INTERNATIONM. CRITIC!SM-
1 WAS SURPINSED BY THIS AND PROBED TO FIND ouT VHAT WAS REALLY
ON HIS MIND, QUT HE WULD NOT G0 ANY FURTHER. | TOLD HIM THAT
YOU HAD BEEN GIVING cAREFUL CONSIDERATION T0 THlS QUEST!ON AND
THAT SPEAKlNG OFF THE CUFF | BELIEVED THE DECISION _WOULD COME DOWN
AGAINST USING YOUR POWERS. BUT 'T WAS A VERY_ DIFFICULT PROBLEM
AND YOU WERE CONCERNED _ ABOUT THE LlKELY REACTIONS OF MUZOREWA
AND WALLS. HE TOOK THIS POINT ALL RIGHT AND SAID THAT HE HOPED
ou_ WOULD ANNOUNCE IN ADVANCE OF THE VOT!NG THAT YOU WOULD ONLY
DEClDE AFTER IT HAD ENDED HHETHER THE ELECT!ON HAD BEEN FREE AND
FAlR. THERE \UASi HE THOUGHT" SOME ADVANTAGE IN LEAVING SOME _
mun'r N PEOPLE’S MINDS WHAT YOUR DECISION ON THIS WOULD BE. |
l SAlD I MDULD PASS THIS ON.
3. THIS S-IOULD GIVE DUFF_THE OPENING TO ASK PIK BOTHA WHEN HE
SES HIM ON THURSDAY MORNING TO USE HIS INFLUENCE ON MUZOREWA AND

WALLS TO ACT SENSIBLY.
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