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FROM: CABINET OFFICE 161220Z APRIL 1982

TO: THE WHITE HOUSE

SECRET
MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT REAGAN

DEAR RON,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 15 APRIL ABOUT YOUR CONVERSATION

WITH GENERAL GALTIERI.

I AM SURE THAT NEITHER YOU NOR AL HAIG, FOLLOWING HIS MOST
HELPFUL VISITS HERE, ARE IN ANY DOUBT THAT IT IS THE STRONG WISH OF
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE TO AVOID CONFLICT.
WE HAVE DONE OUR UTMOST TO PUT AL HAIG IN A POSITION WHERE HE HAS
REASONABLE PROPOSALS TO OFFER THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT.

I REGRET THAT WE HAVE SEEN NO CORRESPONDING FLEXIBILITY
ON THE PART OF THE ARGENTINES. I NOTE THAT GENERAL GALTIERI
HAS REAFFIRMED TO YOU HIS DESIRE TO AVOID CONFLICT. BUT IT SEEMS TO
ME — AND I MUST STATE THIS FRANKLY TO YOU AS A FRIEND AND ALLY —
THAT HE FAILS TO DRAW THE OBVIOUS CONCLUSION. IT WAS NOT BRITAIN
WHO BROKE THE PEACE BUT ARGENTINA. THE MANDATORY RESOLUTION OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL, TO WHICH YOU AND WE HAVE SUBSCRIBED, REQUIRES
ARGENTINA TO WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS FROM THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. THAT
IS THE ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP WHICH MUST BE TAKEN TO AVOID CONFLICT.
WHEN IT HAS BEEN TAKEN, DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE ISLANDS
CAN PROFITABLY TAKE PLACE. ANY SUGGESTION THAT CONFLICT CAN BE AVOID—
ED BY A DEVICE THAT LEAVES THE AGGRESSOR IN OCCUPATION IS SURELY
GRAVELY MISPLACED. THE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER POTENTIAL AREAS OF
TENSION AND FOR SMALL COUNTRIES EVERYWHERE WOULD BE OF EXTREME
SERIOUSNESS. THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES FOR WHICH THE FREE WORLD
STANDS WOULD BE SHATTERED.

MAY I ASK YOU TO CONVEY MY STRONG FEELINGS ON THIS POINT
URGENTLY TO AL HAIG IN BUENOS AIRES.

WE REMAIN READY AT ANY TIME TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS WITH
YOURSELF AND AL HAIG. OUR EARNEST AIM IS TO AVOID CONFLICT. BUT
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT AMERICA, OUR CLOSEST FRIEND AND ALLY, SHOULD
SHARE WITH US A COMMON PERCEPTION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES
OF DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM WHICH ARE AT STAKE, AS I AM SURE YOU DO.

WARMEST GOOD WISHES
MARGARET
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Thank you for your message of 15 April about your

conversation with General Galtieri.

I am sure that neither you nor Al Haig, following his

most helpful visits here, are in any doubt that it is the

strong wish of the British Government, Parliament and people

to avoid conflict. We have done our utmost to put Al Haig

in a position where he has reasonable proposals to offer

the Argentine Government.

I regret that we have seen no corresponding flexibility

on the part of the Argentines. I note that General Galtieri

has reaffirmed to you his desire to avoid conflict. But it

seems to me - and I must state this frankly to you as a

friend and ally - that he fails to draw the obvious conclusion.

It was not Britain who broke the peace but Argentina. The

Mandatory Resolution of the Security Council, to which you and

we have subscribed, requires Argentina to withdraw its troops

from the Falkland Islands. That is the essential first step

which must be taken to avoid conflict. When it has been

taken, discussions about the future of the Islands can

profitably take place. Any suggestion that conflict can be

avoided by a device that leaves the aggressor in occupation

is surely gravely misplaced. The implications for other

potential areas of tension and for small countries everywhere

would be of extreme seriousness. The fundamental principles

for which the free world stands would be shattered.

May I ask you to convey my strong feelings on this point

urgently to Al Haig in Buenos Aires.

We remain ready at any time to continue discussions with

yourself and Al Haig. Our earnest aim is to avoid conflict.

But it is essential that America, our closest friend and ally,

should share with us a common perception of the fundamental

issues of democracy and freedom which are at stake, as I

am sure you do.
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