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NEW HEBRIDES

1. THE PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSED THIS TODAY WITH THE FRENCH PRESIDENT.
SHE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE BRITISH TROOPS WOULD GO TO VILA AND
URGED THAT A MATCHING CONTINGENT OF GENDARMES SHOULD BE SENT AGAIN
FROM NOUMEA SO AS TO ENSURE THE GENUINELY JOINT CHARACTER OF THE
FORCE,

2, PRESIDENT GISCARD RAISED NO OBJECTION TO THE DESPATCH TO VILA OF
BRITISH TROOPS, BUT HE WAS RELUCTANT TO SEND A FRENCH CONTINGENT,
HE CONTENDED THAT FRANCE ESCHEWED THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE N
COLONIAL SITUATIONS, THE PRIME MINISTER CONTINUED TO ARGUE FOR THE
DESPATCH OF A MATCHING FRENCH CONTINGENT. THE PRESIDENT DID NOT
COMMENT ON THIS POINT, BUT URGED THAT THE BRITISH TROOPS SHOULD NOT |
IN FACT GET INVOLVED IN MILITARY ACTION AGAINST ANY OF THE | SLANDERS I
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT IT WAS NATURALLY OUR HOPE THAT THE
PRESENCE OF THE TROOPS WOULD SUFFICE TO ECNOURAGE NEGOTIATIONS AND
THAT THE USE OF FORCE WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY. THE DETERRENT EFFECT

WOULD OF COURSE BE ENHANCED BY A FRENCH PRESENCE
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3. THE MATTER WAS LEFT ON THAT BASIS. |IT WAS AGREED THAT MR BLAKER
AND M,DIJOUD SHOULD MEET AT THE BEGINNING OF NEXT WEEK JOINTLY TO
CONSIDER WHAT FURTHER ACTION MIGHT BE REQUIRED,

L., PLEASE SEE MIFT FOR LINE BEING TAKEN HERE WITH THE PRESS.
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