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8 I said. that I thouht that there wo-.J1d in due cou7cse


need to be a review of the way in whi:,=,h the Gevcrnmnt

concen0d dischaged their respons.ibilities in th2 period leadl ey

up to the Argntire invasion of the ralidand T said

I was cossi doting thcJ: form which tb.ls lifighitake, and that


I would make a statement to the House of CO=1)3:ISin dile ersul'se

The Covcrnment has now given some initjal thought to the

cor:Ipositic,n and terms of referene for the revie-,v. Defor

reaching and announcing firm decisions on theso, I should welcorr::

your views,

On I think it is clear that the :review nlust be qui17.

it is to Hatisfy1 1awl_ public op-inic;i-,,

sin that the -;rou,p -

sh(.,uld be in '
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bL.J.L,_nce I am incid to go for

, wo a71,17c:ady 11ve one 0r two nals in miPC

peoplc, ,o would he appointed to the Privy Council and fr.vited to

chair this Com:fiittee. The secretary would be a civil servant 1'1cm

one of the Deprtments not directly involved.

On the terms of reference, I am inclined to adapt the formula

which I used in the House on 8 April, as follows:

'To review the way in which the Departments concerned have

under successive Governments discharged their responsihilitie

in relation to the Falkland Islands, with particular reference

to the period leading up to the Argentine invasion of 2 April,

1982, and to report.'

When announcing these terms of reference I should make it

clear that they would enable the Committee to examine, at least

as far back as 1965 when this matter was revived by the Argent

and in as much detail as seemed appropriate to it, the hj,—Leric,

background to -,ecent events , the handlng of issues rein Ling to

the FL11-,land an r:Jiations v:ith suCCeoFmrO

Govcrttnts cc;coininy c! Islands.
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mattets which to be drawn to the GovernJ-ient's attention 1.:)u-




could not be made public without detrimert to the national interesL,

but I would hope that anything of this kind would be ke-rit
to a

minimum.

The committee would be appointed by and would report to me.

I should expect to present the report to Parliament as a Co=and

paper, excluding only material which ought in the national
interest

not to be published.

I should be glad to discuss these points - and any others

which you may wish to raise - with you at an early- opportunity.

If you agree, our private offices might be in touch in order to

arrange a mutually convenient time and date.

The ht. Hon. 1..)vid Stec.l, M.P.
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