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TO I|MYEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 158 OF 1 JUNE

MY TELNO 157: LIBYA/ARGENTINA

1. A BRITISH PILOT WITNESSED ON 31 MAY THE ARRIVAL OF A BOEING

787 AIRLINER IN CIVIL LIVERY, CALL §IGN ARGEMT INA 1424, AT
TRIPOL] AIRPORT. HE THEN SAW IT PARK IN THE MILITARY AREA.

e T,

o, THE PILOT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD BY A SNEDJSH SOURCE THAT

THE AIRCRAFT LOADED 40@ ERM M| SSILES. HE DESCRIBED THE SWEDE
AS A 4ISSILE EXPERT E'PLOYED BY THE LIBYAN AIR FORCE TO TRAIN
LIBYANS ON THE ER™ WHICH HE ASSUMED TO SE A SWEDISH MISSILE. THE

SWEDE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE MISSILE WAS A QUOTE MIN| EXOCET UNQUOTE

WITH A DIAMETER OF 283 CENTIMETRES. THE SWEDE WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS
PRO-BRITISH AND “UCH CONCERNED THAT THE LEAK SHOULD NOT BE TRACED
TO HIM, WAS CALLED TQ THE AIRPORT AFTER DARK TO ASSIST IN THE
LOADING. e e

3. | HAVE HAD A SIMILAR, THOUGH EXPANDED, REPORT FROY MY GERMAN
COLLEAGUE. ALTHOUGH HE wWOULD NOT REVEAL HIS SOURCE | BELIEVE

IT TO HAVE BEEN THE SAME SWEDE. ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN TWO

e

AIRCRAFT CAVE YESTERDAY AND LOADED 427 G(SICIRM YISSILES. THE

GERMAN'’S SOURCE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THESE MISSILES ARE MANUFACTURED

(N LIBYA AT A FACTORY BUILT BY A SWEDISH COYPANY FOR THE “ILITARY

—e o

INDUSTRTAL OFFICE AT AIN ZAHRA, 30K¥ SOUTH EAST OF TRIPOLI. THE

AREA 1S SEALED OFF AND THERE IS PARTICULAR CARE TO KEEP SOVIET

NATIONALS AWAY.

4. THE GERMAN SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THE MISSILE HAD A

RANGE OF 25:& WAS ESSENTIALLY A SURFACE TO SURFACE MISSILE
WHICH COULD Al ITSELF''. BUT IT COULD BE CARRIED BY AIRCRAFT
AND WAS SUITABLE FOR ONE OF THE TYPES OF AIRCRAFT IN THE ARGENTINE
AIR FORCE. T COULD ALSO BE ADAPTED TO HELICUPTERS.

5. ACCORDING TO THE GERYAN THE MISSILE 1S GO0D TECHNICALLY WITH

s CLAIMED SUCCESS RATE OF 9@ PER CENT. 1TS ONLY PROBLEM IS
SAID TO BE THAT WHEN TIAVELLING CLOSE TO THE SEA REFLECTED LIGHT
CAN AFFECT ITS ACCURACY. }g.
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6. THE GERMAN SEEMED TO 3E UNDER THE IMPRESS!ON THAT ALTHOUGH
THE SWEDISH FIRM HAD CONSTRUCTED THE FACTORY, THE MISSILE

PARTS WERE OBTAINED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES AND THE END PRODUCT
ASSE“BLED HERE.

7« | CAN TRACE NO REFERENCE IN “Y OUTDATED JANE’S AND APOLOGISE
FOR THE AMATEUR DESCRIPTION OF MISSILE DETAILS. | REPORT THEM
AS DESCRIBED TO ME,

BURTON
{COPIES SERT T0 NO 10 DOWNING STREET]
8 SELECTIVE
HED/EMERGENCY UNIT COPIES MO
HD/S AM D PS/EOME SECRETARY
ED/DEF D - 25/ S OF S DEFENCE
ED/PLANNING STAFF PS/ATTORNEY GENERATL
ED/UND PS/CEANCELIOR DUCEY OF LANCASTER
gf{i.ws D PS/SIR R ARMSTRONG g
E/TCD (....) Es/m M PATLISE®
=/=Uso S ; PS/SIR 4 DUFF
DEF ED/TUSD MR WADE-GERY CARINET
3 MR FULLER OFFICE
%.{EES MR :g}m -
= ED/ASSESSMENTS STAFF
PS/MR EURD
BS/MR ONSLOW z;%ocor.m
©S/IORD SELSTEAD
PS/FUS : . ME J M STSWART AUSD STAF® MOD
MR BULLAZRD AIMIRAL SIR 207 SAILIDAY DIGI MOD
ggﬁgg_gg_;m EIR © MOORE SZUCKINGEAM PATACE
ME WRIGHED DIRECTOR G C E Q
MR GIIIMOZE E
ME URE 4 &
MR RARREMMT ;L. h



