
NOTE FOR THE RECORD 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


Note of a c o n v e r s a t i o n between the Prime M i n i s t e r and the 

S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d at 10 Downing S t r e e t on 

23 August 1979 at 12 noon 


The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d c a l l e d on the 

Prime M i n i s t e r , at her r e q u e s t , at No. 10 on 23 August at 12 noon, 

accompanied by Mr. K.R. Stowe. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r t o l d Mr. A t k i n s t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be no 

q u e s t i o n of t a l k i n g t o Governor Carey about N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he agreed, at t h i s s t a g e . The Prime M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h a t Governor Carey c o u l d come t o t h e UK i  f he wished t o do 

so: but N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d was p a r t o f the U n i t e d Kingdom and she 

h e r s e l f would not t h i n k o f d i s c u s s i n g w i t h P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r , 

f o r example, US p o l i c y towards t h e i r b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n . The 

Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she wished t o s e t the r e c o r d s t r a i g h t 

p u b l i c l y , i n view o f m i s l e a d i n g r e p o r t s which had appeared i n the 

P r e s s . 


Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he had a l r e a d y made i  t c l e a r t o the P r e s s , 

i n h i s own statement e a r l y i n the month, t h a t he had no i n t e n t i o n 

of meeting Governor Carey. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t the p o i n t 

had not been got a c r o s s s u f f i c i e n t l y . Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he d i d 

not t o t a l l y e x c l u d e the p o s s i b i l i t y of meeting Governor Carey at 

some s t a g e , a l o n g w i t h o t h e r l e a d i n g I r i s h Americans. Governor 

Carey was not a complete v i l l a i n ; he had, f o r example, condemned 

the IRA and t e r r o r i s m , b r a c k e t i n g the IRA w i t h the PLO and o t h e r 

t e r r o r i s t groups. Governor Carey's p o s i t i o n had h e l p e d t o reduce 

the f l o w o f s u p p l i e s of money from the US t o the IRA. The Prime 

M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e r e c o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s be no q u e s t i o n o f 

d i s c u s s i n g the f u t u r e o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i n the US. 


Mr. A t k i n s asked the Prime M i n i s t e r t o r e f l e c t on what we 

r e a l l y wished the US t o do. The f i r s t o b j e c t i v e s h o u l d be t o make 

the Americans r e a l i s e t h a t t h e more they t a l k e d the more d i f f i c u l t i e s 


/they c r e a t e d 




they c r e a t e d f o r i s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . Our second o b j e c t i v e 

s h o u l d be t o reduce s t i l  l f u r t h e r the f l o w o f money and sympathy 
from t h e US t o t h e IRA. The Prime M i n i s t e r commented t h a t t h i s 
was a l  l too c o m p l i c a t e d . She was not i n the h a b i t of d i s c u s s i n g 
the i n t e r n a l problems of the US w i t h t h e Americans and they s h o u l d 

not attempt t o do so w i t h us. The Americans must be made t o 

r e a l i s e t h a t f o r so l o n g as they c o n t i n u e d t o f i n a n c e t e r r o r i s m , 

they would be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the deaths of US c i t i z e n s (as had 

happened i n t h e H i l t o n H o t e l e x p l o s i o n i n B e l f a s t ) as w e l l as 

o t h e r s . They must r e a l i s e t h a t w h i l e t h i s went on, t h e B r i t i s h 

Government would a t t a c k and condemn them. The UK s h o u l d not be 

p e r p e t u a l l y on the defensive} Governor Carey had a l r e a d y got away 

w i t h a g r e a t d e a l so f a r as UK p u b l i c o p i n i o n was concerned. 

The Americans must be brought t o f a c e the consequences of t h e i r 

a c t i o n s . 


Mr. A t k i n s conceded t h a t t h i s was one way of a p p r o a c h i n g the 

problem: t h e r e was a n o t h e r , which was t o t r y t o t a l k t o the 

American p e o p l e , who were b a s i c a l l y f r i e n d l y t o the UK, and t o 

reason w i t h them about th e consequences of t h e i r a c t i o n s . The 

Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t we s h o u l d not always t u r n the o t h e r cheek. 

Mr. A t k i n s s a i d t h a t i  t was t r u e t h a t , i n r e f u s i n g t o c o n t i n u e 

the s u p p l y of weapons t o the RUC, the US was i n t e r f e r i n g i n the 

i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of a n other c o u n t r y . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d 

t h a t she d i d not agree: t h i s d i d not c o n s t i t u t e i n t e r f e r e n c e , 

s i n c e the r i g h t t o s u p p l y arms o r t o w i t h h o l d them was s o v e r e i g n 

t o any Government. 


Mr. A t k i n s t o l d the Prime M i n i s t e r t h a t he wished t o b r i n g 

Mr. 0'Kennedy t o accept the view t h a t t h e IRA was a t e r r o r i s t 

o r g a n i s a t i o n , p o s i n g as much of a t h r e a t t o the I r i s h R e p u b l i c as 

t o the UK - a l e a d i n g P r o v i s i o n a l , G e r r y Adams, had s a i d as much. 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she d i d not b e l i e v e t h i s - t h e r e was 

no e v i d e n c e of h o s t i l i t y between the I r i s h R e p u b l i c on the one 

hand and the IRA on the o t h e r . The o n l y way o f changing D u b l i n ' s 

a t t i t u d e towards the IRA would be t o d e p r i v e Irishmen i n the UK 

of t h e v o t e and t o b r i n g them f u l l y w i t h i n the UK's i m m i g r a t i o n 

laws. The f a c t t h a t b o t h c o u n t r i e s were members o f the EEC was, 

however, a c o m p l i c a t i n g f a c t o r i n e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e on I r e l a n d . 


/ I n f u r t h e r 
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In f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n , i  t was agreed t h a t a P r e s s Statement 

s h o u l d be put out from No. 10 l a t e r i n the day t o the e f f e c t t h a t 

t h e r e was no t r u t h i n r e p o r t s t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r i n t e n d e d t o 

v i s i t t he US i n the c o n t e x t of the N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d problem; t h a t 

t h e r e was no t r u t h i n r e p o r t s t h a t Mr. A t k i n s i n t e n d e d t o d i s c u s s 

U l s t e r w i t h Governor Carey; and t h a t the UK assumed t h a t the US, 

a l o n g w i t h o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c n a t i o n s , was t o t a l l y opposed t o 

t e r r o r i s m and t o v i o l e n c e as a means of a c h i e v i n g p o l i t i c a l ends. 

I t was a l s o agreed t h a t Mr. A t k i n s s h o u l d r e p l y l a t e r i n the day 

t o Governor Carey's l e t t e r o f 6 August and t h a t the subst a n c e of 

h i s r e p l y s h o u l d be r e l e a s e d t o the P r e s s . 


In a d i s c u s s i o n of t h e US d e c i s i o n t o w i t h h o l d e x p o r t 

l i c e n c e s f o r the s u p p l y of arms t o the RUC, the Prime M i n i s t e r 

s a i d t h a t the UK s h o u l d make her own weapons and be independent 

of e x t e r n a l s o u r c e s o f s u p p l y . Mr. A t k i n s p o i n t e d out t h a t t h i s 

would be v e r y e x p e n s i v e and t h a t i t would be a l o n g time b e f o r e 

a c t u a l d e l i v e r i e s c o u l d be made. The Prime M i n i s t e r asked t h a t 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y s h o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s be i n v e s t i g a t e d . 


At the end of the d i s c u s s i o n , Mr. A t k i n s t o l d the Prime 

M i n i s t e r t h a t he would t e l e p h o n e Mr. O'Kennedy t h a t a f t e r n o o n 

i n o r d e r t o forewarn him of the n a t u r e of h i s r e p l y t o Governor 

Carey. In response t o a q u e s t i o n from Mr. A t k i n s , the Prime 

M i n i s t e r agreed t h a t t h e r e p l y need not permanently e x c l u d e the 

p o s s i b i l i t y of a d i s c u s s i o n about N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d w i t h the 

Governor. y 


23 August 1979 



