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My Secretary of State is meeting the Conventlon of Scottish
Local Authorities at 2 pm this Friday, 16 November, to
announce our rate support grant settlement. He will be
announcing at the same time the detailed implications for
Scottish programmes of the public expenditure decisions
that have been taken for 1980-81.

He intends to inform the House of the substance of his
announcements by means of arranged Questions and Answers on
Monday (he cannot, unlike DOE, lay the Answers on Friday
Pecause the meeting with COSLA does not take place until
Frlday afternoon) R e e
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I attach copies of the proposed Questions and Answers. .ly
only caveat is that, at the time of writing, I have still not
seen DOE's proposed Question and Answer on the same subject:
we may conceivably, for consistency, want to amend our texts
in the light of these.

I am sending a copy of this letter to David Edmonds at DOE.

GODFREY ROBSON
Private Secretary
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To usk the Secretary of State for Scotland if he will
rovide details of public expenditure within his responsibility eguivelernt to
P F i 4
the figures in Tuble 2 of the \hitc Paper "The Government's Expencditure Plens

1986-81" (Cunc 7746).

MR GEORGE YOUNGER:
The inf'ormation requected is given in the folloving table. The figures

for the yecars preceding 1980-81 reflect the latest informztion on outturn.

EXPEIDITURE IN SCOTLAND WITIHIN THE SECEETARY OF STATE'S ENPCNSIBILITY

. Lrmillion at 1979 survey {izures
1974-75 1975-76 1975-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80  1980-£

Provisional Expected Plens
Qutturn OQutturn OQutturn Outturn £ _—
Qutturn Gutturn
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agriculture Fisheries
Food and Forestry 13 9 22

Trude Industry Energy
andé mployment : % 112

Roads and Transport 313

Eousing

Luw Order and Protective
a2Ccrvices

Educsation and Libraries
Science wné nrts

Heelth and Personel Socizl
Services

Other Public Services

Commor. Services
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BACKGROUND NOTE

Since the Scottish figures underlying the totals in Cmnd 7746 viere provided,
some small further adjustments have beeen made to outturn etc. figures,
particularly for 1978-79 and 1979-80. To that extent the figures in the Table
are not exactly compatible with those underlying Table 2 in Cmnd 7746 but the

second sentence of the reply should cover this point without undue emphasis,

¢}
The changes in genral marginally improve the position of 1980-81 relative
o i

to previous years). There have been no changes, however, in the figures

for the key year, 1980-81.




