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PARLTAMENTARY STATEMENT ON BNOC

It was agreed at E Committee yesterday that my Secretary of State
should recirculate the draft of the statement on BNOC which he
proposes to make on Thursday, amended to reflect the decision

not to press ahead at once with the announcement of a seventh

round of licensing. This is now attached, and my Secretary of
State will be grateful for comments. The Statement is in the
timetable for 3.50 on Thursday and he would hold a press conference
later that day.

I am copying this letter and enclosures to the Private Secretaries
of members of E Committee and of the Chancellor of the Duchy of

Lancaster, the Chief Whip and the Paymaster General; also to the
Chief Press Officer at No 10 and to Martin Vile.
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Private Secretary
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