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TALKS WITH GOVERNOR CAREY 


You w i l l want t o know t h e background t o Governor Carey's statement 

i n New Yo r k on Monday, 6 August, t h a t he had i n v i t e d 

Humphrey A t k i n s and M i c h a e l 0'Kennedy f o r t a l k s i n New Yo r k i n 

September " to c o n t i n u e our work towards peace, s e c u r i t y and an end 

t o v i o l e n c e i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d " . The t e x t of Governor Carey's 

statement i s annexed. 


2. Humphrey A t k i n s saw Governor Carey i n London on Thursday, 

2 August, f o r a t a l k l a s t i n g 1-J h o u r s . He thanked him f o r h i s 

c o n s i s t e n t h e l p i n condemning t e r r o r i s m b u t t o l d him t h a t h i s r e c e n t 

a r t i c l e i n t h e New Yo r k D a i l y News a l l e g i n g p o l i t i c a l n e g l e c t o f 

U l s t e r by the B r i t i s h Government had g i v e n g r e a t o f f e n c e here 

because i t was not t r u e . He e x p l a i n e d the n a t u r e o f the p o l i t i c a l 

i n i t i a t i v e we had t a k e n by way of p r i v a t e c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h a l l 

shades o f o p i n i o n r e p r e s e n t i n g U l s t e r , b o t h a t We s t m i n s t e r and i n 

the P r o v i n c e i t s e l f . He t o l d him t h a t p o l i t i c a l p r o g r e s s c o u l d o n l y 

be a c h i e v e d w i t h the s u p p o r t of b o t h communities; t h a t each had a 

v e t o o ver what i t deemed t o be u n a c c e p t a b l e ; and t h a t t h e r e f o r e 

anyone p e d d l i n g I r i s h u n i t y o r s i m p l e m a j o r i t y r u l e was making 

p r o g r e s s l e s s not more l i k e l y . 


3 . Governor Carey m a i n t a i n e d t h a t he was o n l y b e i n g l i s t e n e d t o 
i n h i s condemnation o f t e r r o r i s m because he was a l s o known t o be 
w o r k i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l p r o g r e s s . T h i s l e d on t o h i s s u g g e s t i n g t h a t 
i t would be h e l p f u l i f Humphrey A t k i n s were t o v i s i t New Y o r k 
p r i v a t e l y and, a t a meeting w i t h l e a d e r s o f I r i s h - A m e r i c a n o p i n i o n 
w hich he would arrange t h e r e , e x p l a i n t o them as he had e x p l a i n e d 
t o him what we were t r y i n g t o do f o r the p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e of U l s t e r . 
Humphrey A t k i n s s a i d t h a t he would c e r t a i n l y c o n s i d e r t h i s b u t made 
i t c l e a r t h a t any such v i s i t would have t o t a k e i t s p l a c e i n the 
whole range of c o n s u l t a t i o n s on whi c h we had embarked, and t h a t i n 
any case he would need t o c o n s u l t h i s c o l l e a g u e s b e f o r e a g r e e i n g t o 
i t . When he suggested t h a t the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e s h o u l d j o i n up 
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w i t h M i c h a e l 0'Kennedy f o r t h i s purpose Humphrey A t k i n s s a i d t h a t 

he had a l r e a d y been i n d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h Mr 0'Kennedy and c o u l d 

c e r t a i n l y see no o b j e c t i o n t o t a l k i n g t o him a g a i n . 


4. Governor Carey t e l e p h o n e d Humphrey A t k i n s on F r i d a y t o say 

t h a t a f t e r f u r t h e r c o n s u l t a t i o n ( i n c l u d i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 

Mr 0'Kennedy o r h i s o f f i c e ) he would l i k e t o f o l l o w up h i s 

s u g g e s t i o n of a meeting i n New Y o r k and would w r i t e t o him about 

i t w i t h i n a few days. He d e v e l o p e d h i s i d e a s t o t h e p o i n t o f 


-
s ayinp  t h a t he thought i t would be h e l p f u l i f the meeting t o o k 

p l a c e i n New Y o r k i n September and t h a t of c o u r s e i t would be 

p r i v a t e . 


5. I n t h e event Governor Carey f o r o b v i o u s p o l i t i c a l m o t i v e s 

i s s u e d h i s statement w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e e i t h e r t o D u b l i n o r London 

on Monday, 6 August. We have s t i l  l not r e c e i v e d a f o r m a l p r o p o s a l 

from him. The US S t a t e Department and the o t h e r l e a d e r s o f I r i s h -

A merican o p i n i o n a l s o seem not t o have been c o n s u l t e d or warned i n 

advance. 

6. UK r e p o r t i n g of Governor Carey's s t a t e m e n t , because i  t conveyed 

the sense t h a t he was c o n v e n i n g a c o n f e r e n c e t o n e g o t i a t e a 

s e t t l e m e n t , produced a p r e d i c t a b l e and s t r o n g r e a c t i o n i n U l s t e r ; 

P r o t e s t a n t l e a d e r s condemned i  t o u t r i g h t and even the SDLP were 

d o u b t f u l what t o make of i t  . 


7. We have been making i  t c l e a r t o the media i n London and 

B e l f a s t t h a t t h e r e i s no q u e s t i o n o f the UK Government a g r e e i n g t o 

" n e g o t i a t e " a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t o the problems of U l s t e r a t such 

a m e e t i n g . Our b r i e f i n g has emphasised the p o i n t s put t o Governor 

Carey i n p a r a g r a p h 2 above and s t r e s s e d the importance we a t t a c h t o 

e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e i n i t i a t i v e we have t a k e n i n our p o l i t i c a l 

d i s c u s s i o n s i s f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d b o t h i n the R e p u b l i c and i n the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . We have a l s o emphasised how n e c e s s a r y i  t 

i s t o d i s p e l m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s about th e c u r r e n t s t a t e o f U l s t e r , 

the need t o combat and d e f e a t t e r r o r i s m , t o r e s t o r e p o l i c i n g 

t h r o u g h o u t the P r o v i n c e , and t o g i v e f u l l s u p p o r t t o t h e l e g a l l y 

c o n s t i t u t e d f o r c e s of law and o r d e r - w h i c h has o b v i o u s r e l e v a n c e 

t o the p r e s s u r e s b e i n g p u t on the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government over the 

s u p p l y o f arms t o the R o y a l U l s t e r C o n s t a b u l a r y . 


8. The S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e p roposes not t o respond i m m e d i a t e l y t o 

Governor Carey's l e t t e r when i  t i s r e c e i v e d u n t i l we have an 

o p p o r t u n i t y of d i s c u s s i n g i  t w i t h P e t e r C a r r i n g t o n . 




9. I am c o p y i n g t h i s t o o t h e r members o f OD and t o S i r John Hunt. 


i  f MICHAEL ALISON 

( S i g n e d on b e h a l f of the M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e 


i n h i s absence) 


7 August 1979 
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