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MY TELRO 241: (SRAEL/LEBANOH

4. | CALLED TGDAY ON THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURZ, WHO 3POKE
WARMLY ADOUT 1S RECENT VISIT TO LOMDGN AND HIS MEETINGS W I TH
MR WALKER WHOM HE WOPED TO VELCOME IN ISRAEL [N DUE CCURSE,
EHALICH, WHO IS AGTIHG PRIME MINISTER 1IN BEGIN®S ABSENGE, WENT
O TO TALK ABCUT LEBANON,

2, HE CONFIRMED THAT ISRAEL| FORCES WOULD NOT (1OT) ENTER BEIRUT,
MESPITE PRESS REPORTS THE [ISRAELIS THEMSLEVES HAD HOT BEEN EHGAGED
M FISHTING FOR THE PAST 24 KOURS OR S0, NOR NDID THEY IKTEND TO
WOVE ANY DURTHER FORWARD, (SHARON SAID YESTERDAY THAT THEIR HAD
BEEN A MAJORITY CAMINET DECISIOH NOT TO ENTER THE CITY.)

3 | ASKED WHAT HE EXPECTED TO HAPPEN NEXT 1 REJRUT, HE REPLIED
THAT SYA1AN AHD PLO FORCES SHOULD LEAVE, THE ISRAELIS HAR MADL
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PERSONAL WEAPONS, HE VODED THAT KHOWH PLO MURDERERS WOULD BE
REGARDED AS Al EXCEFTION FOR SAFE PASSAGE,

b, | DBSERVED THAT IF ISRAELIS VERE NOT GOING TO WOVE INTO e
BEIRUT, COULD THEY BE SURE OF THE SYRIANS AND PLO REING SOUEEZED
QUT. EHRLICH ANSMERED "#THAT IS / LEBANESEPPROBLEM??, WHEN PRESSED
HE SAID IT WOULD BE UP TO THE LEDANESE ARMY AND THE PHALAMGE,

\
5.  AS REGARDS THE LOMGER TERM, EHRLICH SPOXE OF AN INTERNATICNAL
PEACEKEEP |4G FORCE BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 40-45 KM PUFFER ZGHE
BORTH OF THE FRONTIER. ISRAEL DID NOT WISH THIS 70 EE UNDER THE
UNITED MATIONS, WHOM THEY REGARDED AS HOSTILE. THE MAIY {HGREDIENTS
OF AN INTERNATIONAL FORCE SHOULD BE AVERICAN AND EURCPEAN, HE
REMINDED ME OF THE BRITISH CONTRIBUTION TO THE SINAL RO,
SIMILARLY, HE SAID, A BRITIGH CONTRIBUTION WOULD FE WELCOWE FOR THE
EUFFER ZONE IH LEBANON, '

€, | GHOUIRED AROUT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE AREA NOW UNDER IDF
QCCUPATION BETWEEH THE BUFFER ZONE AND BEIRUT. EHRLICH SAID THAT .THIS
WOULD BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF WHAT HE HOPED WOULD BE A STRONG
CENTRAL GOVERMMENT WHICH WOULD REED THE HELP OF WESTERH GOVERIMENTS,
WHAT HELP DID HE HAVE {N MIND? HE EXPLAINED THAT THIS WOULD BE IN
BUILDING UP THE LEBAUESE ARMY INTO AN EFFECTIVE INTERNATIONAL

FORCE THROUGH WESTERN MILITARX ASSISTANCEZ AND TRAIHING, IF AND

MEN THE LEDANESE ARMY BECAMZ STRONG AND RELIABLE ENOUGH, IT

COULD ULTIMATELY TAKE OVER THE ROLE OF THE [NTERNATIONAL FORCE

IH THE BUFFER ZONE, A LERANESE ARIY PRESENCE IN THAT ZONE COULD

_BE ENVISAGED MUCH EARLIER ALGHGSIDE INTERNATIONAL CONTINGENTR.

7. COMMENT: THIS 1S THE CLEAREST IHDICATION WE HAVE YET BREN

SIVEN OF ISRAELI THINKING BEHIND THE OPTIONS MENTIONED BY THE DEPUTY
FORE 1SN MINISTER 1N LOMDOM EARLIER THIS WECK (PABA 3 OF YQUR TELNO
194), A RULTI-HATIONAL FORCE AND A STRENGTHENED CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
ARE SEEN HOT AS ALTERNATIVES PUT AS COMPLEMENTARY TO EACH OTHER.

AS WE SUSPECTED, THERE 1S A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR A NON-UN FORCE,
EHRLICH?S COMMEMT ABCUT A PO3SIBLE BRITISH CONTRIPUTION WAS NOT

OF COURSE A FORMAL PROPOSAL BUT WE CAM TAKE IT A3 A POINTER,

THOUGH THZIR ATTITUDE MAY CHANGE AS GUR REACTICN TO THE INVASICH
SINKS JN. 1T ALSO HOW SEEMS PLAIN THAT THE ISRAELIS DO NOT

ENVISAGE AN INTERHATICNAL FOREE OPERATING OUTSIDE THE BUFFER ZONE,
YOU YILL NOTICE THAT THIS 13 NG BEING DESCRIBED NOT JUST AS A

40 KM Z0HE BUT MORE LOOSELY AS 40-451M, THE ISRAELIS HAVING APPARE-
NTLY REALISED THAT OME VERY LONG~RANGE SOVIET GUN COULD REATH 1SRAEL
EVEN FROM 40 E AWAY,
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