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23, September ,1979.
Dean Mns. Thatchen,

Punsuant to my Last Lettern to you on the effornts exented
to solve the Middle East problem, 1 would Like fo put you 6u££g'in
the picture wit!. nespect to the talks T held with Isnaell Prime Ministen
Begin in Haifa on the fownth and the gigth of this month. You Sl
that we are committed to wonk incessantly until we reach a comprehensive
sottlement e the dispute on the basis of the "Framework for Peace 4n
the MiddLe East" signed at Camp David a year ago. Having sdigned the
Peace Theaty and the Lettern on the establishment of a self-governing
authonity in the West Bank and Gaza, we are cuviently concenthating
on negotiating the modalities fon electing this government and defining

{ts powerns and respons LbALLLLes .

My visit to Haifa was intended to give impetus Lo these
negotiations and persuade the Israeli Government Lo adopt the attitude
which would be conducive to making progress. 0§ course T did not b
expect any concrete steps fo emerge grom this nound of talks.
The Palestinian issue is too complex and sensitive to Lend Ltself Lo
simple sofutions. However, a determined and finm approach would
definitely yield favorable rnesults Ain due cowrse. In my conversations

with Prime Ministen Begin, 1 dwelt in Length on the necessity for

adopting a broaden concept of the juwrisdieiion of the self-governing
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authornity. That government, which 4s fo exercise full autonomy An
accondance with the provisions of the Camp David Framework, should
have real authornity in onden to attract the Palestinians to the peace

proCesS .

1 emphasized the necessity for making progress on the Lssue
0f Jerusalem at this stage. Hundreds of milEions of musfims and
Christians and many othens do not accept the prolongation of the
present situation. 1t 48 not impossible to agree on a fommula that
would allow the netww of Arab sovereignty overn East Jerusalem while
maintaining the unity of the city for all practical purposes.
Services and wutilities would be administered by one board. Freedom
0f movement for persons and goods throughout the City would be
safeguanded. Freedom of worship would be guaranteed. T urged
Mr. Begin to cooperate with us and accept our Ldea of allowing Zhe
Palestinian inhabitants of East Jerusalem to participate in the
election of the self-goverming authority. This would be a firnst
step that would reassure the Palestinian people without prejudging

the issue. Shont of this, no proghess can be achieved.

Our position on the settlements issue remains as LT
i5 : they are illLegal and they constitute an obstacle fo peace.
Funthesmone the Latest decision by the Tsnaeli govermment to allow

ity nationals to purchase Land in the West Bank and Gaza Strdip

cons titutes furnthen Ampeachment to the peace process.
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As T did 4n my taﬂu with the Tsraeli Prime Minister, 1
emphasized to the Tsnaeli public in my speeches the fact that the
nealization of the Legitimate nights of the Palestinian people does
not jeoparndize Isnaeli security on othern Anterests Lin any way.
Isnaelis should cease thinking that thein interests are diametrically
opposed to those of the Palestinians. 1t 48 an absolute must o f4nd
a fonmula fon coexistence between the two peoples, otherwise the
situation would remain explosive and unstable. By and Large, 1 noticed
that there was a gheaten degree o4 receptivity for such argument than

befonre.

The Paime Ministern was giving all fthese Ldeas deep
thought. At centain points, he rneiterated his well-known opinions,
while 'on otherns, he was willing to considen. Thenefonre, 1 decided %o
Leave the points T made with him 50 that the Israeli Cabinet may stuby
them in the spinit of peace and graternity. 1 made £t chystal clear Lo
Begin, PM@ and othen Israeli Leaderns that much will depend on their
cooperation on the Palestinian question. 1 also indicated that it L4
vital to make meaningful proghess before the end of this year Lf we
remain falthful to the peace ideal.

I was impressed and touched by the spinit of the inhabitants

of Haifa. Especially heartwarming was the positive and hopeful
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attitude of the Arab Tsraelis who constitute a good part of the
population in Haifa and the neighboring areas in the Galilee.
They support the peace process wholehearntedly as the only way

to assune a happy and secure future for everyone 4in the region.

In the cowse of my conversations with the Israeli
Prime Ministern, e settled a few points related to the
implementation of the Peace Trheaty, such as the sale of Egyptian
0l to Isnael and moving fowwand the date withdrawal  from
mount Sinal . I£ was also agreed that ofpleials of both sides
would meet in washington next week to considen the question of
the Peace-keeping force. We agreed tentatively on an Anterim
arvangement that would allow a small number o4 representatives
04 both Parnties to perform some supervisony punctions on the

ghound on a Limited scale.

My Adea 45 to confront the Israelis in the weelks
and months ahead with the necessity for making the decisLons
that arne requined forn settling the Palestinian question. Everny
Isnaeld knows that this 45 part of the peace package reached
with Egypt. This nemains an unwavering Egyptian commitment.
You might have noticed that Prime Minister Begin himsels
stated Ain public more than once duning the visit that Tsrael
45 committed o work fon a comprehensive settlement. 1

intend to apply the right measure of pressure and persuasion.

1 am employing everny new Atep faken 4n the dealing between
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Egypt and Israel Lo promote a more cooperative Israeli attitude
with nespect to the Palestinians.

This 48 why 1 told Prime Ministern Begin that next yean
apgten pumping the Nile waten through a tunnel beneath the Suez Canal
to uvdgate Scnal, 1 may be prepared to supply the Negev with some
waten. 1 alluded to this idea, Lin general teams, as an expresdion

04 good neighbourhood policy.

Dean Friend,

| I want to tell you that the Egyptian people {ully
appreciate your support fon theirn principled stand on this and
othen 4ssues. We count on your continuouws understanding and
cooperation. This attitude would cerntainly be reglected An

furnthen enhancing our friendly relations.

With Best Wishes and reganrds,

/
Mohammed Aw adat




