
PRIME MINISTER 


MEETING OF NEDC ON 6 JUNE 


I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e C h a n c e l l o r spoke to you about the meeting 


of NEDC on 6 June. I t i s h i s i n t e n t i o n to t a k e th e c h a i r a t l e a s t 


a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h i s m eeting - he would s t a y f o r t h e f i r s t two 


i t e m s : an o r a l p r e s e n t a t i o n of NEDO's work programme by the NEDO 


chairman and an i n d u s t r i a l s c e n a r i o paper by NEDO. The t h i r d i t e m 


on t h e agenda, which the C h a n c e l l o r would not s t a y f o r , i s a paper 


by Mr. P r i o r on the performance of the e n g i n e e r i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . 


The q u e s t i o n a r i s e s : who s h o u l d t a k e the c h a i r a f t e r the C h a n c e l l o r 


l e a v e s . Apart from S i r G e o f f r e y h i m s e l f , t h e Government have s i x 


p l a c e s on t h e C o u n c i l . These would n a t u r a l l y go t o S i r K e i t h Joseph, 


Mr. Nott, Mr. H o w e l l , Mr. P r i o r and two o t h e r s . Under the p r e v i o u s 


a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , the C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e Duchy (Mr. L e v e r ) and Mr. H a t t e r s l e y 


f i l l e d t h e s e two p l a c e s ; but of c o u r s e we do not have t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l 


"economic" M i n i s t e r s . No doubt S i r G e o f f r e y w i l l put f o r w a r d names -


Mr. Walker would be an o b v i o u s p o s s i b i l i t y s i n c e NEDO c o v e r s the 


food p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s . 


S i r G e o f f r e y has s u g g e s t e d e i t h e r Mr. P r i o r o r S i r K e i t h J oseph 


s h o u l d t a k e th e c h a i r a f t e r lie l e a v e s , and e f f e c t i v e l y be Deputy 


Chairman t h e r e a f t e r . I t seems to me t h a t S i r K e i t h would be the 


o b v i o u s c h o i c e . Do you a g r e e ? 


I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t you s a i d t h a t you might p o s s i b l y want to 


a t t e n d the 6 June meeting y o u r s e l f . The T r e a s u r y do not recommend 


t h i s . They t h i n k i t would be much b e t t e r f o r you to a t t e n d a meeting 


/ i n a few 
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i n a few months time when t h e Government's p o s i t i o n on NEDC e t c i s 


c l e a r e r and when we may want t o g i v e a p o l i t i c a l push to NEDO's work. 


(A l t h o u g h you o b v i o u s l y do not have to f o l l o w p r e c e d e n t , Mr. C a l l a g h a n 


used to a t t e n d the F e b r u a r y meeting of t h e C o u n c i l which r e v i e w e d 


t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s work and s e t g u i d e l i n e s f o r the coming y e a r , and 


u s u a l l y one o t h e r meeting d u r i n g the y e a r . ) 
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