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10 DOWNING STREET

Prime Minister

Before Christmas, the International Office extended
invitations to a number of Embassies for a party that
they are holding at the Central Council Meeting in
Bournemouth later this month. Amongst those who were
asked and later accepted were the Russians.

Sir Anthony Royle tells me that he, Lord Thorneycroft, and
Sir Ian Gilmour do not feel that it is worth "making a
mountain out of a molehill" by withdrawing the invitation
to the Russians.

However, from what I can gather, Sir Charles Johnston and
the National Union officers believe otherwise.

The Russians will be sending a junior Embassy official, the
Second Secretary, Mr. Ekimenko, to the party in Bournemouth.
But my instinct tells me that Sir Charles Johnston may have
a point.

Is there anybody's advice you would like to receive about
this subject or are you willing to comment now? There is no
doubt that your word would be final in spite of the fact that
constitutionally it is the National Union's affair.

r

Richard

6th March, 1980.
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