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MY TEL NO 123: PRI™E MINISTER’S MESSAGE T

1. PIK BOTHA HANDED.ME THIS AFTERMOCN THE FOLLOWIN3 REPLY FRO“
“R P W BOTHA TO THE PRIME MINISTER’S MESSAGE OF 14 FEBRUARY,

BEGINS:

2 QUOTE

"ENDS:

DEAR PRIME “INISTER

IT IS WITH APPRECIATION THAT | HAVE NOTED YOUR EARLY AND
CONSTRUCT1“E RESPCNSE OF 14TH TEBRUARY AS ELUCIDATED 2Y AM243SADOR
LEAHY. | BELIEVE THAT OUR COM™ON CONCERM ABOUT SOYIET A“3{TIONS
AND THE THREAT THEY REPRESENT PROVIDES A SOLID BASIS FO? THE
FURTHER COMSULTATIONS ENYISAGED,

WHILE | DO NOT, AS YOU KNCW, BELIEYE THAT THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEX
US, BASED ON THIS ASSESSMENT OF THE SOYIET DANGER, SHOULD
“ECESSARILY AWAIT THE RHODESIAN ELECTION, | WOULD NE /ERTHELESS

BE HAPPY IF THEY COULD COMMENCE IN THE SECOND HALF OF MEXT MONTH,

AS YOU SUGGEST. | YIEW THE PROPOSED DISCUSSIONS AT THIS CRUCIAL
TIME IN SOUTHERN AFRICA’S HISTCRY O GREAT IMPOITANCE. ! ALSO
AGREE THAT WE SHOULD NOT SET EXCESSIELY A¥BITIOUS GOALS AT THE
OUTSET. WE MUST BEGIN WITH THE FOUNDATIOYS.,

I LOOK SCRWARD TC HEAR ING' WHO YOU® EMISSARY WILL BE AND TO “EETING
HIM OR MER IN DUE COURSE.

YOURS SINCERELY

P W 3OTHA

2, SIGNED CRIGINAL FCLLOWS BY BAG.

3. THE ELUCIDATION REFERRED TO IV THE FIRST SEMTENCE IS,0F COURSE,
A REFERENCE TO MY CONVERSATIONS WITH PIK BOTHA ABOUT THE TWO POINTS
MENTIONED IN ™Y TELEGRAMS NOS 125 AND 127, BOTHA TOLD ME, IMCIDEN-
TALLY, “THAT MR Py BOTHA HAD QUERIED THESE TWO SAME P27 IMTS WHEN
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Dear Prime Minister

It is with appreciation that I have noted your early
and constructive response of 14th February as eluci-
dated by Ambassador Leahy. I believe that our common
concern about Soviet ambitions and the threat they
represent provides a solid basis for the further con-
sultations envisaged.

While I do not, as you know, believe that the discus-
sions between us, based on this assessment of the
Soviet danger, should necessarily await the Rhodesian
election, I would nevertheless be happy if they could
commence in the second half of next month, as you sug-
gest. I view the proposed discussions at this crucial
time in southern Africa's history of great importance.
I also agree that we should not set excessively ambi-
tious goals at the outset. We must begin with the
foundations.

I look forward to hearing who your emissary will be
and to meeting him or her in due course.

Yours sincerely

| e
P W BOTHA -

A
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The Right Honourable Margaret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister
LONDON




