©

CONFIDENTIAL

@S 559
CONFIDENTIAL
DESK3Y 313900

FM 3SUENOS AIRES 36/22%3Z YA
TO {MMEDIATE FCO

TELSGRAM NUMBER 125 OF 30 M
INFQ IMMEDJATE #ASHINGTON,
ANO TEL AVIV (SEC OF STATE'

R 82

A q?fe/ 325/11

Riczvy v foovaslea
LR K

31 MARIFS2

TR
Lol

IMJEX

—— -
e

ARCH 1982

-
|
l

PORT STANLEY
S PARTY)

(PERSONAL FSR 3CVEANCR)

1. YCUR TELNG 77 (SOUTH GEORGIA) ARRIVED AS | WA3 A30UT T REPIAT
WHAT MY US COLLZAGUE HAS JUST TOLD ME OF H1S INTERVIEWN 4IT4 CISTA
VENDEZ THM!S MORNING, CARRYING OUT THE INSTRUCTIONS FROM "3 STIZS3EL

FORESHADCWED IN WJASHINGTON

TELNO 1324,

SINCE HIS OWN REPORT I3

ONLY NOW ON ITS 4AY TO WASHINGTON, HE HAS ASKED THAT HIS CONFIEMCT
TO “E SHOULD 3E RESPECTED FOR SCME HOURS.

2. IT APPEARS THAT COSTA MENDEZ'S REACTION 4AS WHOLLY NEGATIVE.
4E |NOICATED THAT US GOCD OFFICES, WM ILE WELCOME ON THE UNDER=
LYIRG DI13PUTE, WERE NOT REQUIRED OX THE CURRENT INCIDENT, THE
COMPROMISE PRCCEDURE SUGSESTED BY MR STRESSEL wAS NOT ACCEPTABLE
TO ARGENTINA, BUT THERE WOULD 3E NO CONFRONTATICN PRCVIDED THE

BRITISH 010 NOTHING TO DISTURB THE ARGENTINE WORKMEN.

CF THE PROBLEM OF THE INCIO

ENT CCULD. BE

THE SOLUTION
FOUND IN STARTING W|THOUT

OELAY ON NEGCTIATICN OF THE MAIN DISPUTE.

3. THIS UNCOMPROMISING STAND #AS TAKEN A FEW HOURS BEFCRE MAJCR
DEMONSTRATIONS PLANNED BY LABOUR UNIONS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S
ECONOMIC AUSTERITY MEASURES FOR LATER THIS AFTERNOON, IT 3EING
GENERALLY 2ELIEVED HERE THAT THE SOVERNMENT HAD BEEN HCPING THAT
THE RECENT JINGOIST FERVOUR WOULD NECIDE THE UNICNS T3 PUT Thi

DEMONSTRATIONS OFF CR AT LEAST STEAL THE HMEADLINES. }T AL30 3
TO SHOW COSTA MENDEZ MOQUTHING A FORMULA GIVEN 41M EARLIER T3 USE

AVTHCUT DISCRETION. 1T IS
305 AND PENA 4ERE TC ATTEND

AFTER SAYING YESTZRCAY, WHEN | OFFIRED TO SHIFT THE LUNCH IL3ZWH

THAT THEY #CULD IEADILY CCOM
THRESZ AT SHCRT NCTICT THIS

AN INDICATICN
THIS MCNTH’S
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3, wy US CILLIAGUE 4AS IMCLINED TO SPECULATZ THAT, IF 4E 4ERE
INSTRUCTED TQ 30 QVER COSTA MENDEZ'S HEAD (PIESUMAZLY T THE
PQESII2MT) AND AFTER TSOAY®S OEMCNSTIATICONS ARE QVER YE YITHY 32T

A L33S 3JAUSGUE 3ESPONSZ THAN ME 310 TIDAY, AT PQEIINT THE ARGENTINE
SOVEINMENT YAVE THEIR TAILS UP AND 3ELIEVE THEY HAVE FOUND A waAY OF
WLLYING US INTC CINCEDING SOVERSIANTY, 3UT THEY ARE MCT NQTiELE
2R STATING PCWER AND WAY L2CX CINSICERABLY “CRE 3IEIRAGSLED
TCMMCRRCY.

x, [N THESZ CIRCUMSTANCZS ! QUESTICN, 41TH RESPECT, WHETHER IT I3
PRUDENT TO JELIVER SO SOON A MESSAGE AS CIONCILIATORY AS THAT CON=
TAINED IN YOUR TUR. SO FAR | HAVE 3EZN CARRYING T, | THINK
LOYALLY ANQ #ITH DILUTION, SCME PQETTY TOUGHLY WORDZD INSTRUCTIONS
ANO, WHILE MAINTAINING CIVILISED IELATICNS, HAYE AVQIJEI I3uC3314s
MRCUND. TO INDICATE NCW, 'fMILZ US 6CCO QFFIC3IS ARS 3TILL L4 ALAY,
THAT | 3SHOULD 3£ SUPERCSIED AS THE ARGENTINES’ [INTILICUTIR 3¢ i
AFTICIAL JUNIOR TQ MYSZLF COMING #1TH JUQTE CONSTUCTIVE 33222¢€aL3
TO JEFUSE TME INCICENT UNQUCTE WiLL, | FSAR, ONLY CSMYINCI T4g
ARGZMTINES THAT | HAYE 3ESN 01SCWNED

AND THAT THEY HAVE US 3N THE YN NOT BNLY ON THIS INCIOENT
ASNCIDING SOVEREIGNTY, THEY 4ILL CERTAINLY LEZAX THI3 INTERPRETA-
TION STRAIGNT AWAY,

T R

5, IF, AS | HMOPE, THIS IS NOT IN FACT THE casg, | SUIMIT THAT «E
WCULD 20 3ETTER TO LEAYE THE ARGENTINES TO STIW FCR A JAY TR T#Q
AND CONSIDER, IM THE LIGHT 9F “R STCESSEL’'S IEACTION TC wHAT <€
4EARS FRCM MY US COLLSAGE, MCW 3EST CUR INTERESTS CAN 3E 3ECURED.
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