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LEATER'S CONSULTATIVE CCMMITTEE

Mimites of the 100th Mesting beld &t 5.00 pom. on
Wedneedny, 25%h Pebruary 1974, in the Las.der'a Rocm
.. at the House of Gammnu.-

Presant: © Kre Theteher (in the Chair)

¥r Whitelaw, Sir Ksith Joseph,
Lord Hailsham, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
My ‘Prior, Mr Pym, Hr Gilmour,

Ur Jenkin, Mr-Paeyion,

“Mr'St. John=3tevas, Mr Hessltine,
¥r Raisgn, My Manda;
Wr Buchtnap—Smith, Mr Edwards,
Mr Neuve, Kra Oppanheim,

" Mr Biffen, Lord Thormeycroft

Mr Atldng
In atiendance: Mr Omalow, Mr Finiberg (item 2, 111)
. Mr Stasley, Nr Patten
M Rj.d.ley, My Nichelaon %-’)(
Apologiast tord Carrington, Kr Maudling N

Proposed business for tha wask 1st—Bth March

On Morday 18t March there would he the Second Reading of the Road
Traffic {Seat Belts) Pill (Kr Fowler, dr Fry) followed by a Hotion on the
Housing Corporation Advances (Inoresse of Limit) Oraer (Mr Rosai).

On Tuendey 2ud March Mr Jan Gow would meck leave to introduce his
'I‘muspcrt (Amendment) Bill under the 10 Minute Rulu. This would be
followed by the Second Reading of the Fatal Acoidents and Sudden Deaths
Toquiry {Soetland) Bill (Mr Rifidnd, Mr Grey), There would alo be tha
remaining stages ¢f the Freshwater and Salmon Fishories Es::aum; Bill
?fr Monro, S$ir John Gilmour) axd of tha Crofiing Reform (Scotland) Bill
Mr Buahnnn—Sm:l‘th My Gray),

m Wedneadaar, 3rd Haroh, Er Grovilla Janmr would seek leave to
introducs his Sex Diacoimination (Age of Retirement} Bill under the 10
Winute Rule, Thie would be followed by the Second Reading of the Rase
Relations Bill (Mr Whitelsw, Nr Alison) and a Motion on the FEC Commission
Toouaanta K/3113/73 and B/1150/75 on Lead Pollution.

On Thursday 4th March, there would be the Second Reading of the
Rating (Uaravan Sttes) Bill’ (My Morris), At 7.00 p.m. there would be
Opposed Private Business followed by the GLG General Fowars Eill
(Hr Fimberg).

Sth March, there would be the Seccnd Readings of Privete

) on Friday
Membes! Bill, the Bills being those of Mr Horam, Mr Mather, Mp Hadive and

™ Guld.‘i.ng

Monday Sth lluoh, theze would be & d.ebata on the White Paper cn
Publie Expemtm %o 1979-60 (Cmad 6393)
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Matters Arieing on Business

Thera was a dlscussicn on varicus mattera arising from the proposed

business, end it wme Bpresd thu.tt""—

(1) M Yan Gow* Hmllﬂ be-»eakadlfu; -note regarding the contents of
his Tranaport (Amendmernt) Bil N and. llr Atkinﬂ muuld. in future
eeck to-oblain i on from G ve b sbout any
Bills they wished to 1n1:md.uue under tha 10 Mimute Rule.

(i1) In view of oriticism that 'cerisin Members of the Shadow Cabinet
bad not voted for-a Bill en the Post Office which Mr Gow had
previously sought: to haya introduced under the 10 Mimuts Huls,
we should seek to make 1% olear that tha Shadow Cabinet did not
normally take a view cn 10 Ml:lnute Fulp-Bills. There might be
exvaptions to this, but ﬂmga -should . be agreed on their merite
by ths Gomiitee B‘t tha appmprinte tima. .

(415} An tusre waa no thzee—}im whip on other. 1ssus during the week,
1% vas not desireble to have owe for the relatively controversial
GLC General Powers Pill om 4th Hamh which; however, arose ag
Private Business. This decision not %o whip on private Bille waa
in acoordance with the decleion teken at the previous mseting
{pare, 3(1v) LGG{76)96 Mtg), ' Wa' mhould howsver vote o delote
Beotion & from the Bill and & téjor unofficial effort would be
made to obteln maxioum suppert: for this vote. As many Members
of the Shadow Cabiret ps poasible should wots: thome with premeing
angagements should comemlt with'Mr Atkina and- see whether it -might
be popaible, where Bppmpria.ta, to get a Conserwative Peor to
raplace them.

I
Second Hﬁadil_ag of the Rm:u Relationa Hill.

¥ Wkigelow expthlaed #ho Yine ho would taks on the Second Reading
of thlg B1l. Tt wes agresd thatt o

(1} "We shmua mt, a8 & Party, vote on the Seoom‘l Reading of this Bill.

(11) We shld indicate that mich ‘of the Bill wee a codification of .
oxlsting law, and that the principle of race relation legislation
‘had by now beén lnrgely acoepted.  While leglslation had & part
to play in {mproving rece relations, by itaelf it wag not suffiolentt
for example, there should be striot control over the uuchers of new
immigrante allowed in, There were certt.in objectionable featurea
in the Pi1l whioh wm zhould oriticise (such =s, the provisions on
private olubs and over inoitemont) and seck tn amnd during the
Comuittee Stage of the Bill,

Dubete on the Wnits Paper on Public Expenditure -
. Thers " was & d.iamaiqn. . It was aglad -tha.t.

(1) While weé eliould presa’at Busineaa Questions the follow!.ng day for
the Government to give a seoond day ocut of their own time-to debate
the White Paper, we should ba prepared to glve one of our own mupply

. d.aw, a8 h was \md.am‘r.oad ﬂut the chemmant would - not glve way.

(ii) We nhould. not suak to geot the Tribune Group to vote with us on the
. White Pnpqr. but we phould oonaider at a later meeting the tacties
that should be follewsd snd the motion that ‘should be tablat.
s D :
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Resoting to the White Peper on Public Wxpenditurs

81y Gsoffrey Howe introduced the paper (LCC/{6/101),  Thore was a
discusalion. It waa agreed that the followlng points should be emphasissd:

(a) The "cuta®, in the key yean 1978~79, were less than the coat of
repaying the vestly increassd smount of interest on Government
debte.

(b) Even the moat optimietic growth rates in the White Papar ssemed
unrealistio scompered with the pattern of growth in recent years.

(¢} We should answer the Governwent'e arguments that public spending
wad good for the economy and private spending was bad or wasteful,
and we should eirese that = "Governmemt grant" wes really a
tarpayere! grant.

(d) We should conutantly endesvour to express our reectlcn in terms
that ordinary people could undsrstand, and should conetantly
reiterate certain key figures, such as those oz paga 2 of the
paper on the inorease in debt interest since the last White Papsr,
and those showing the increass of debt interest over the lest
%o years per head of popmlation, se given in a Writien Anawer
(Hansard, 19th February 1916, col. T84}

{e) Cur backbenchers shauld tabla questions to seek to discover the
amount of natural wastags expactsd in various Government dapartments,

Cost of Dsfence

Mr Gilmour imtroduced his paper (LCI/75/400). Thers wes e discusmiou.
The paper wae ssreed subject to the last sentence on page 4 being emended
to read: "fa Should confirm that, when we return to office, we will
strengthen our defences whsre necessar;' in consvitation with our allies",

Other business

It was agresd that it wap desirable for us to be eble to indicats what
poaitive inoentives we would give to enoccuraging invesiment in profitashle
industry, mpart from releasing rescurces by cutting public spending.

Sir Geoffrey Hows and Mr Heseltine would continue their discussionz on thle
subject.

The meeting cloged % I,15 pem.

Conservative Resssroh Department, DUNNA
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