
CONFIDENTIAL 


PRIME MINISTER 


WHITE PAPER ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURE IN 1980/81 


I have seen the C h i e f S e c r e t a r y ' s paper C(79) 46 and a l s o a 


copy of your P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y ' s l e t t e r of 22 October. 


My own view i s t h a t we ought on t h i s o c c a s i o n t o make an 


o r a l statement when the White Paper i s p u b l i s h e d . Although 


i t has p r e v i o u s l y been the p r a c t i c e not t o make a statement 


on p u b l i c a t i o n but t o w a i t f o r the debate, t h e r e are s p e c i a l 


f e a t u r e s t h i s year which would make a statement very d e s i r a b l e . 


There w i l l be a very s t r o n g demand f o r one i n the House; we 


are a l r e a d y d e p a r t i n g from the u s u a l p r a c t i c e by p u b l i s h i n g 


our p l a n s f o r the coming year s e p a r a t e l y from our p l a n s f o r 


the l a t e r y e a r s of the survey p e r i o d ; and a statement s h o u l d 


h e l p us t o get a proper b a l a n c e i n the subsequent r e p o r t i n g . 


In p a r t i c u l a r , we s h a l l be a b l e t o demonstrate both t h a t we 


have a d j u s t e d the p r i o r i t i e s f o r p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e as we 


promised i n the M a n i f e s t o , and t h a t we have s t i l  l p r o v i d e d 


f o r i n c r e a s e d e x p e n d i t u r e on h e a l t h and p e r s o n a l s o c i a l 


s e r v i c e s and s o c i a l s e c u r i t y (and f o r o n l y modest r e d u c t i o n s 


on the o t h e r s o c i a l s e r v i c e s ) c o n t r a r y t o the b e l i e f which 


our c r i t i c s are t r y i n g t o f o s t e r i n the c o u n t r y . I know t h a t 


p o i n t s of t h i s k i n d w i l l be made i n today's debate but I 


t h i n k i  t w i l l be important t o emphasise them ag a i n w i t h the 


p u b l i s h e d f i g u r e s . 


On t i m i n g , I would f a v o u r p u b l i c a t i o n (and an o r a l statement) 


on Thursday, 1 November. 
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I am c o p y i n g t h i s minute t o the C h i e f S e c r e t a r y , the Paymaster 


G e n e r a l and the C h i e f Whip, and to S i r John Hunt. 


N. S t . J . S . 


24 October 1979 
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