
Mr. P r e s i d e n t , 


I am g r a t e f u l f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o ad d r e s s t h e N a t i o n a l 

P r e s s C l u b and t h r o u g h you a much w i d e r a u d i e n c e o f 

A u s t r a l i a n s , t o a l l o f whom I v-n-yilrvA r send my 

g r e e t i n g s and t h o s e o f my countrymen i n B r i t a i n . 

Cuo 
I have been asked why I have

months o f t a k i n g o f f i c e

There a r e two r e a s o n s . 

com

 as

e t o A u s t r a l i a w i t h

 P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 

i n \sbstii*i 

F i r s t , and most i m p o r t a n t , I b e l i e v e t h a t A n g l o / A u s t r a l i a n 


r e l a t i o n s m a t t e r : a n d ^ s e c o n d l y , you i n A u s t r a l i a and 


we i n the UK have a s h a r e d i n t e r e s t i n many 


i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems w h i c h I was g l a d t o have t h i s 


o p p o r t u n i t y o f d i s c u s s i n g w i t h y o u r Prime M i n i s t e r and 


h i s c o l l e a g u e s . 


To t a k e o ur own r e l a t i o n s h i p f i r s t j t he purpose o f my v i s i t 


i s t o u n d e r l i n e i t s c l o s e n e s s , i t s i m p o r t a n c e and 


i t s c o n t i n u i n g r e l e v a n c e t o t h e i s s u e s we b o t h f a c e . 


/ I have come 
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I have come t o show t h a t w e ^ a l u e t h e s t r o n g t i e s we 

have w i t h A u s t r a l i a , t i e s w h i c h embrace so many a s p e c t s 

o f our l i v e s . 

We have h i s t o r i c a l , d e m o c r a t i c , e t h n i c , l e g a l and 

c u l t u r a l t i e s - and a l s o f a m i l y &er&s. *~ 2*H**-4 r i A - — ^ 

How o f t e n does a^Prime M i n i s t o - r ^ v i s i t another^j&otlntry 

and find^-her own d a u g h t e r among t h e ^ p r o r e s s i o n a l l o c a l 

a u d i e n c e a t su-ch an o c c a s i o n ^ a s t h i s ? 

I c o n f e s s t h a t I see t h e U K / A u s t r a l i a n r e l a t i o n s h i p a l m o s t as 


much i n p e r s o n a l as i n p o l i t i c a l t e r ms. 


T h i s i s my t h i r d v i s i t t o A u s t r a l i a . 


I came h e r e f i r s t as M i n i s t e r f o r E d u c a t i o n , t h e n as 


Leader o f t h e O p p o s i t i o n and now I come as Prime M i n i s t e r , 


rftlLhough^T l i k e my p r e s e n t j o b b e s t , I f i n d t h a t , 


r e g r e t t a b l y , as my v i s i t s i n c r e a s e i n f r e q u e n c y t h e y 


d i m i n i s h i n l e n g t h . 


As a r e s u l t t h e r e a r e many p e o p l e and p l a c e s i n 


A u s t r a l i a t h a t I have n ot been a b l e t o see t h i s t i m e . 


A Prime M i n i s t e r does n o t have i t a l l h e r own way. 


But a l t h o u g h my v i s i t has t o be b r i e f , I was a t any r a t e 


a b l e t o i n s i s t on coming and i n t h i s way t o show t h a t I 


do n o t t a k e o ur p a r t n e r s h i p f o r g r a n t e d . 

/ So I hope 


if 
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So I hope t h a t A u s t r a l i a n s w i l l see i n my v i s i t an 


e a r n e s t o f my Government's d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o c o n t i n u e 


t h a t e f f o r t and r e m a i n t r u e t o our o l d f r i e n d s h i p s . 


I have e v e r y c o n f i d e n c e t h a t our s p e c i a l l y c l o s e 


r e l a t i o n s h i p can be m a i n t a i n e d . 


/Our l i n k s 
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Our l i n k s m a t t e r because t h e y b e a r on the fundamentals 


o f o ur f r e e way o f l i f e - t h i n g s l i k e f r e e s p e e c h , 


f r e e e l e c t i o n s and e q u a l i t y under t h e law. , . 

IS wo** uj 

And i f anyone i s d i s p o s e d t o be s c e p t i c a l about 


the v a l u e o f t h e s e t h i n g s , l e t them r e f l e c t on 


t h e m i s e r y w h i c h t h e l o s s o f them has b r o u g h t t o 


o r d i n a r y p e o p l e i n l e s s f o r t u n a t e c o u n t r i e s . 


Our t i e s a r e a l s o p r a c t i c a l and bus m e s s - l i k e . 


As e v i d e n c e , may I men t i o n the s i z e and i m p o r t a n c e 


o f B r i t i s h i n v e s t m e n t i n A u s t r a l i a , w h i c h i s s t i l l 


c o n t i n u i n g , and our c l o s e t r a d i n g r e l a t i o n s . 


I know t h e r e have been s e t b a c k s i n some a r e a s : b u t 

t h e r e a r e a l s o p l e n t y o f new o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r growth. 

One i m p o r t a n t example i s uranium. 


We i n B r i t a i n a l r e a d y have an i m p o r t a n t n u c l e a r 

power i n d u s t r y . 


We w i s h t o d i v e r s i f y and buy from a s s u r e d and 


r e l i a b l e s o u r c e s of s u p p l y euoh ac A u s t r a l i a . 


Of c o u r s e t h e r e must be r e a s o n a b l e s a f e g u a r d s 


a g a i n s t a c c i d e n t and misuse and I am proud o f the 

B r i t i s h r e c o r d i n t h e s e r e s p e c t s . 


A u s t r a l i a now has a chance a t one and t h e same time 


t o make a major c o n t r i b u t i o n t o m e e t i n g the w o r l d ' s 

g r o w i n g energy problems and t o b u i l d i n g up 


A u s t r a l i a ' s i n f l u e n c e i n t h e w o r l d , g r e a t l y t o your 


own b e n e f i t and t h a t o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 


as a whole. 


/ T h i s l e a d s me 
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T h i s l e a d s me t o t h e many p r e s s i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems 


which I am v e r y g l a d t o have been a b l e t o d i s c u s s w i t h 


y o u r Government i n t h e t a l k s we have had y e s t e r d a y 


and t o d a y . 


As you know, I came t o C a n b e r r a s t r a i g h t from the Economic 


Summit M e e t i n g i n Tokyo. 


I	 s h o u l d l i k e t o t e l l you a l i t t l e about i t . 


T h i s was t h e Energy Summit. 


I t was i r o n i c t h a t t h e OPEC c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d have announced 


t h e i r p l a n s f o r a further major i n c r e a s e i n the p r i c e 


o f o i l w h i l e we were s t i l  l i n s e s s i o n i n Tokyo. 


T h i s p u t i n t o s h a r p f o c u s t h e problems and t h e dangers 


o f t h e energy s i t u a t i o n i n a w o r l d economy w h i c h i s i n 


any case s l o w i n g down. 


Three l i n k e d themes k e p t r e c u r r i n g d u r i n g our 


d i s c u s s i o n s : 


-	 F i r s t , we a l l r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e problems o f the f o u r t h 


q u a r t e r o f t h i s c e n t u r y a r e v e r y d i f f e r e n t from t h o s e o f 


i t s t h i r d q u a r t e r . 


/ I n t h e 
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In the 19 50s, the f r e e world's market economy was 


r e b u i l t and t h i s was f o l l o w e d , i n the 1960s, by the 

f a s t e s t p e r i o d of economic growth which the world has 


ever seen. 


Now, as we approach the 19 80s, our pre-occupation 


i s w i t h b e a t i n g i n f l a t i o n and w i t h coping w i t h the 


energy shortage. 


This c a l l s f o r new s o l u t i o n s and str o n g nerves; but 


the economy of the f r e e world i s r e s i l i e n t : i t can 

adapt and a d j u s t to t h i s new challenge i f we are 


p a t i e n t . 


Second, the Seven governments whose Heads met i n 

Tokyo are very conscious t h a t the new s i t u a t i o n damages 


everybody, producer and non-producer c o u n t r i e s 


a l i k e . 


/The d e v e l o p i n g 


\ 




The d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s w i l l s u f f e r most o f 


a l l , s u f f e r from t h e r i s k o f g r e a t e r i n s t a b i l i t y 


i n t h e w o r l d . 


We i n B r i t a i n , a l t h o u g h we s h a l l soon be s u p p l y i n g 


85% o f our r e q u i r e m e n t s from N o r t h Sea o i l  , 

W i t h . 


i d e n t x f y / t h e i n t e r e s t s o f consumers. 


B r i t a i n i s n o t an i s l a n d i n t h i s m a t t e r : nor 


a r e t h e o i  l p r o d u c e r s . 


T h i r d , we were a l  l d e e p l y c o n c i o u s of our 


r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o g i v e a l e a d t o our r e s p e c t i v e 


c o u n t r i e s and t o t e l l them v e r y f r a n k l y what.they 


and we ought t o do as w e l l as what governments 


can and cannot do. 


We knew t h a t i  f we l e f t t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t we 


were f a i l i n g t o f a c e up t o f a c t s , o r t h a t we 


were t a k i n g r e f u g e i n p i o u s p l a t i t u d e s , our 


m e e t i n g i n Tokyo c o u l d e a s i l y have done f a r more 


harm t h a n good. 


I n e v i t a b l y , e v e r y m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n must 


i n v o l v e an element o f compromise: b u t I t h i n k 


t h e Tokyo D e c l a r a t i o n l a r g e l y a c h i e v e d our 


o b j e c t i v e o f c o m b i n i n g r e a l i s m and candour, s p e l l i n g 


o u t t h e t a r g e t s and t h e g o a l s a t w h i c h we s h a l l 


be a i m i n g between now and 19 85 i n o r d e r t o b r i n g 


t h e demand and s u p p l y f o r o i l i n t o b e t t e r b a l a n c e . 


/ I n t h e f i e l d 
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I n the f i e l d o f o v e r s e a s p o l i c y we s h a r e membership o f t h e 


Commonwealth, and, i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , I want t o pay 


t r i b u t e t o Mr. F r a s e r ' s i n i t i a t i v e i n c a l l i n g t h e f i r s t 


Commonwealth R e g i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e i n Sydney l a s t y e a r . 


I a l s o welcome t h e s u c c e s s o r c o n f e r e n c e p l a n n e d i n 


New D e l h i i n 19 80. 


We b o t h see t h e Commonwealth as a un i q u e b r i d g e , a 


b r i d g e w h i c h spans so many o f t h e chasms t h a t n o r m a l l y 


d i v i d e t h e w o r l d - d i v i s i o n s o f c o l o u r , c r e e d , c l i m a t e 


and economic o p p o r t u n i t y . 


One r e g i o n a l c o n c e r n t h a t we s h a r e i s o u r common i n d i g n a t i o n 


and d i s t r e s s a t t h e t r a g i c p r o blem o f r e f u g e e s i n this, 


p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . 


We a r e c o n c e r n e d by i t s cause and we a r e co n c e r n e d i n 


i t s c u r e . 


We a r e a p p a l l e d by t h e s u f f e r i n g s o f t h e thousands o f 


r e f u g e e s who have been c a s t a d r i f t i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a . 


And we, o f c o u r s e , have a s p e c i a l a n x i e t y f o r t h e p o s i t i o n 


o f Hong Kong on whom an e x t r a and u t t e r l y 


d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e b u r den has been p l a c e d . 


Hence my i n i t i a t i v e i n p r o p o s i n g a c o n f e r e n c e under 


/ U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
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U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s , a c a l l t o w h i c h t h e r e has been 


growing r e s p o n s e . 


Next month, Commonwealth Heads o f Government meet i n L u s a k a . 


I t w i l l be an i m p o r t a n t and a c h a l l e n g i n g m e e t i n g . 


We have a p o s i t i v e a pproach t o the d i f f i c u l t problems 


on the L u s a k a agenda. 


B r i t a i n ' s p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n i s t o b r i n g peace and 


s t a b i l i t y t o A f r i c a : ^ T h i s i s one o f our major 


p r i o r i t i e s i n t h e f i e l d o f f o r e i g n a f f a i r s . 


S o u t h e r n A f r i c a p r e s e n t s two p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t 


problems. 


On N a m i b i a we a r e w o r k i n g w i t h o t h e r w e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s 


t o r e a c h e a r l y agreement on t h e f i v e - p o w e r p l a n f o r 


U N - s u p e r v i s e d e l e c t i o n s . 


The o t h e r p r o b l e m i s R h o d e s i a . 


My Government a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o b r i n g the c o u n t r y back 


t o l e g a l i t y w i t h t h e w i d e s t p o s s i b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 


r e c o g n i t i o n . 


/We a l s o i n t e n d 
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We a l s o i n t e n d t o do e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e t o end the 


war, w h i c h i s c a u s i n g such t e r r i b l e s u f f e r i n g i n 


R h o d e s i a i t s e l f and i n n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . 


No way o f a c h i e v i n g t h e s e aims i s 


e x c l u d e d . 


We have embarked on a programme o f i n t e n s i v e 


c o n s u l t a t i o n s . 


L o r d H a r l e c h has r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d from A f r i c a 


where he had c o n s t r u c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h l e a d e r s 


of t h e c o u n t r i e s most c l o s e l y c o n c e r n e d . 


We have a s e n i o r o f f i c i a l i n S a l i s b u r y , based i n London, 


t o keep i n t o u c h w i t h B i s h o p Muzorewa, t o p r o v i d e him " 


w i t h encouragement and s u p p o r t i n h i s d i f f i c u l t t a s k s . 


There w i l l be f u r t h e r c o n s u l t a t i o n s a t t h e Heads o f 


Government M e e t i n g i n Lusaka - and t h a t w i l l n ot be t h e 


end o f t h e p r o c e s s . 


We a r e t a k i n g f u l l a c c o u n t o f the v iews o f our f r i e n d s 


and p a r t n e r s i n t h e Commonwealth and o u t s i d e . 


But our f i r s t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y must be t o the p e o p l e of 


R h o d e s i a - i  t i s their f u t u r e w h i c h i s a t s t a k e . 


I . s h o u l d l i k e t o end by t e l l i n g you s o m e t h i n g o f the 


a s p i r a t i o n s and v i s i o n s I h o l d f o r B r i t a i n because 


I know many of you have f o r B r i t a i n t h e s o r t o f 


a f f e c t i o n t h a t I and many o f my countrymen and women 


h o l d f o r A u s t r a l i a . 


/ F i r s t , we a r e 
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V/e are determined to t u r n the B r i t i s h economy round 


and put an end to the d e b i l i t a t i n g d e c l i n e of the past 


decade. 


This w i l l not be easy. 


But the t u r n has begun and the B r i t i s h people have seen and 


responded to the new course we are t a k i n g . 


This w i l l h e l p us t o achieve our second a s p i r a t i o n , 


which i s to enable B r i t a i n to pia-y her proper p a r t i n 

the w o r ld, a f t e r years d u r i n g which our economic weakness 


s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d the extent to which we could play a 


c o n s t r u c t i v e r o l e i n the world's a f f a i r s . 


We s h a l l do so now as a whole-hearted member of the 

European Community and as a Commonwealth partner 


committed t o i t s i d e a l s . 


A more prosperous and a more i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y e f f e c t i v e 


B r i t a i n w i l l be i n A u s t r a l i a ' s i n t e r e s t s as w e l l as i n 

those of our own people. 


We i n t e n d to achieve i t  . 





