July 27, 1978

The Editor
THE TIMES
London

Sir,- One is used to politiciamns deliberately using decep=
tive language. BSut sometimes one wonders whether they are
pot deceiving themselves by using language which they do
not underctznde Yhem the Prime Minister prides himself im
Parliament (July 25) that "inflation was increasing at -
half the rate it was" when his party assumed power,

aware that he was refering not simply to the rate of
flation but to the rate at which the rate of inflati
increased? And wéuld he really claim , if e.ge the

rate of inflation had four years ago increased from

Pede t0 2 PeCay is0s by 100 PeCay and

frog 10 peCe to 18 pPobepedey i.ce

was a great achievement? ISuch a claim

entirely compatible with the rate of

creased all the timel




