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ANNUAL REVIEW OF AGRICULTURE 1980

INTRODUCTION

l. This White Paper sets out the data considered during the Annval Review
of the economic condition and prospects of the United Kingdom agricultural
industry. It provides information on which the Government will draw, as
appropriate, when considering proposals by the EEC Commission for agri-
cultural support in 1980/81 and when decisions are taken on support arrange-
ments which remain within our national competence. As usual, these decisions
will be announced separately. In most cases, the forecasts for 1979 in the White
Paper were made in November 1979,

PART I—STATE OF THE INDUSTRY
2. The weather in the early part of 1979 was particularly severe and there was
a cold, wet spring. Later on, conditions in many parts of the country were
favourable butl there were some difficultics, for example in securing fodder
supplies in northern areas and during the harvest in Scotland. Net product,
which measures in volume terms the contribution from agriculture 1o net
national product, fell by some 317% from the high level réached in 1978, One of
the reasons for this decline was the harsh weather which, for example, made
increased feed purchases necessary. The prices of the industry’s inputs increased
by about 13%, but this increate was not matched by sutput prices. Net income
at current prices is expected to [all by about 545 in 1979, a reduction of about
[7% in real terms, The volume of new fixed capital investment which rose by
915 in 1978 is expected to show little change in 1979, There were four devalua-
tions of the green pound during 1979, three of 5%, and one of just over 1%, The
United Kingdom's monetary compensatory amount (MCA), which on average
wils about 307, in 1978 and abouwt 159 in 1979, was reduced after the devalua-
tion in December 1979 to 3-37 for the main products except cereals, where the
devaluation will tnke effect at the beginning of the cereals vear.

3. The dairy herd at June 1979 was marginally hipher than in 1978; milk
production over the whole year was also slightly higher. The beef herd fell by
nearly 37, and home production of beef was about 1%, lower. The sheep breeding
herd eontinued to increase but the lamb crop declined by 3%, Home production
of sheepmeat is expected (o remain at about the same level 85 in 1978, The pig
breeding herd began to contract again. Supplies of home-fed pigmeat should be
about 6% higher in 1979, reflecting the increase in the breeding herd in 1978, but
are expected to fall again in 1980. Production of poulirymeat rose in 1979 whilst
egp production declined.

4, Cereal yields, particularly of wheat, were generally high. Total production
in 1979 is expected to reach & new record level. Potato planting was very late in
some parts of the country; yields were not as pood as in 1978, but supplies
should be adeguate to meet demand. It is expected that the area of sugar beet
harvested will increase again, and it is possible that a record crop will be achieved

5. The area devoted to horticultural crops fell again in 1979, Asin 1978, the
greater part of the decline was in the field vegetables sector.




PART II—GENERAL DEVELOPMENTS '.

Farm Structure (Table 3)

6. The number of farms in the United Kingdom continues to decline. In 1979
the total number of holdings was about 257,000, that is some 4% lower than in
1975. The fall in numbers continues to be most marked among the smaller full-
time businesses, while the number of large businesses (1,000 standard man-days
or more) is increasing. Nearly half the total number of holdings have businesses
capable of providing work for at least one man (ie those of 250 standard man-
days or more) and these account for 907 of total output; large businesses,
although only a little over 10% of the total number, produce about a half of
total output, In Northern Ireland and Wales the output of small-scale farmers
is rather more significant than in other parts of the United Kingdom

Che average area (ie the total area including rough grazings) of a full-
busmess of 250 standard man-days or more has risen from 111 hectares in
to 113 hectares. The size of individual enterprises continues to expand.
I'here has been an increase in the average area of cereals from 30 to 35 hectares
over the last four years, while the average dairy herd has expanded over this
penod by mearly 257 from 40 to 49 cows. The average size of beef breedin
herds has stabilised at 1% cows, but the average ewe flock has risen to 17
brecdmg sheep compared with 164 in 1975, The average size of pig breeding
herds has increased by 307 from 23 to 30 sows, while fattening herds reached an
average size of 203 pigs in June 1979 comparsd with 156 in 1975.

8. In Great Brtain 657, of the holdings were wholly or mainly owner-
occupied in 1979 compared with 54%; in 1960/61. The proportion of the total
area held by owner-occupiers has increased from 52% in 1960/61 to 38% in
1

979. In Northern Ireland virtually all farmers are owner-occupiers.

Index of met product (Table 19)

9. The index of net product for 1979 is expected to fall back to 114 after
reaching 118 in 1978. Additional purchases of feedingstuffs during the hard
weather in the first half of 1979 and the reduced volume of output of cattle and
horticulture contributed to this fall.

Labowr productivity (Tables 4 and 19)

10. The index of labour productivity (the volume of gross agricultural
product per person engaged) has increased on average by about 31% annumally
over the last 10 vears despite the setback in the droughts of 1975 and 1976, The
increase was 877 in 1978 but a slight fall (235} is forecast for 1979 following the
check to output this year. The outflow of regular whole-time workers has
continued. In 1979 the rate was 447, compared with 47 in 1978 and 3% 1o
6% inthe 19605

Net income of the industry (Tables 19, 21 and 24)

11. Aggregate net income is estimated to have fallen by 31% to £1,263
million in 1978; and a redoction of 5% to £1,193 million is forecast for 1979,
In real terms this represents a fall of 11% between 1977 and 1978, and a fall of
about 173 in 1979. The value of sales of most output items is forecast to rise

o |




hl:!ni’nrl_'.' in 1979, but the growth of expenditure on inputs is expected to
exceel this owing to heavy purchases of feedingstuffs during the bad weather

in the first half of 1979 and the rise in the prices of input items.

12 Samples of farm accounts, analysed b v sie and of farm and by
country and region are examined at the Annual Review. The coverage of this
serics and several of the concepts on which it is based differ signifi Iy from
the ageregate caleulation and therefore no dircet comparison can be made. In
particular the accounts relate only to full-time farms; they exclude the largest
farms {notably farms in the poultry sector in England and Wales) and they do
not eover horticultural holdings. All farms are treated as tenanted. In addition,
different treatment of valuations and stock appreciation
the year (0 which income from certain enlerprises is atiributed. For
other reasons the latest resulis from the farm dccounts {end
mid-February [979) show different changes in income fro
SeTies.

[3. There have been two major changes this year affecting the resulis for the

T

two years 197778 and 1978/79. First, all farms & been re-classified using the
new EEC system based on standard gross margins. The new specialist farm
types are penerally similar to those in the previous classification, but non-
specinlist and mixed tvpes are nificantly different. There are a separate
catepories of catile and sheep farm: those in the hills and uplands, and e 1
the lowlands. The data for the individual type of farm for the kst two years are
not, therefore, strictly comparable with previous years. Secondly, depreciation of
michinéry has been calculated on current values not, A% in previous years,
an acquisition costs; this change has substantially redoced the absolute level of
net income per farm

I4. Net income per farm for all types taken together (excluding horticulture)

rose in 1978(7% by 331 % in England, 21%; in Wales, 3% in Scotland and by
third in Morthern Ireland, after falling in all countries except Wales in 1977
Although milk yields per cow and prices for milk and calves were higher than
in 1977/78, ather factors outweighed this on many dairy farms in Scotland and
imcomes fell: but there was a sigmincant imcrease N Imoome on farms of th W
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Hill and upland cattle and sheep
farms Income rose on average in 1978/79, but the effects of the severe winter and
late spring will be shown in the 1979/80 accounts. Lowland cattle and sheep
furms had higher incomes although these were significantly affected in Northern
Ireland by large valuation changes, Substantial income increases on general
croppimg farms in England, following & 57% decline in 1977/78, reflected pood
yields in 1978 for most crops and better prices. In Scotland, however,
hurvest wits poor and with low potato prices resulted in a further fall in inc
on cropping farms generally, Higher cereal and fat pig prices in 1978/79 resulied
in an increase in income on pig and poultry farms despite lower egg prices
Incomes overnll rose in real terms in England, Wales and Northern Ireland bu
fellin Scotland

I5. Forecasts of the results for 197980 suggest an appreciable fall in net
income per farm in all countries, affecting all types except some cropping farms.
The adverse weather in the first hall of 1979 led 1o slow grass and foraee growth,
and the summer was unfavourable for fodder conserviation m northern and west-
ETn &S, .1|".‘.'I|-|J!_'|l autumn grazing was good in some regions. Appreciable




cosl increases, especially for fuel and fodder have not been offset by a Roel

vilue of output except on some cropping farms. Hill farms in particula, Jave
had a poor year. The higher fead costs, the smaller number of lambs for sale and
the lower prices for ewes and store lambs are likely to have reduced incomes by
between two thirds and a third. The increases in the Hill Livestock Compensa-
tory Allowances announced in November will, of course, have some offsetting

The rise in fat cattle prices in the early part of the yvear should increase
incomeés in some fattening enterprises. Yields per cow and ;1|'-h'- 1-" milk are a
little higher but calf prices are at or below 1978 levels; the value of total output
will not increase sufficient] ¥ on-many specialist dairy farms to offset higher costs;

ome will therefore fall, especially in northern areas. Good cereal crops

her prices for cereals, potatoes and sugar beet should maintain incomes
on cropping farms despite higher costs. Wet income on most pig and poultry
farms is likely to be lower than in 1978/79 despite the recent increase in fat pig
prices and generally higher prices for egps and some poultry. The fall in incomes
in real terms on aver 1 all types of farm is expected to be severe in all
couniries

Price changes
16. The prices of agricultural inpuots, including labour, increased on average
by about |3% between 1978 and 1979: for bought-in goods and services the
i se 15 expectad to be about 11%]. Prces of outputs increased on average by
, between 1978 and 1979 with a particularly large increase of about
1o prices whuch had been very depressed i 1978

Gross capital formation (Table 22)

It is estimated that the value of new investment will increase apain in 1979,

Ihe industry s gross capital formation in fived assets of £1,075 million will be
12%; higher than in 1978, Investment in plani, machinery and vehicles is expected
1o be £687 million, an increase --I'Ir ¢, and in buildings and works £388 million, a
rise of 177, compared with the 1978 level. The value of stocks and work-in-

progress is expected to increase 51:. 200 m 1979 following the sharp dechne in
[978. In volume terms total gross fixed capital formation is expected to be the
same n 1979 as in 1978, New investment in plant, machinery and vehicles is
expectied to decline very slightly. The 207 rise in the volume of buildings and
works in 1978 is expected to be followed by an increase of some 3% in 1979,

Bank borrowings
18. Bank advances to ¢ culture for 1979 as a whole are forecast to be over
200 mullion, some 30%; above 1|I,. averaee for 1978 and more than 70% above
1 The rising level of borrowing reflects some increase in loans for lund
purchase and for increased costs of investment in buildings and works, but
borrowing for current farming purposes has also been increasing.

Agriculiural land prices (Table 23)

19, Agricultural land prices have increased markedly since 1975. Information
ym Lhe comprehensive Inland Revenue series indicates that, in 1978, the average
per h"tt.m*r [ agricultural land sold with vacant possession reached £2,602

58 1n Wales, £1,090 in Scotland and £2.618 in Northern Ireland.




Muorg, recent information from the less comprehensive ADAS/AMC serics,
whic Povers England and Wales only, indicates that there has been some
levelling off in prices since the middle of 1979

Farm rents (Table 23)

20, On the basis of the provisional results of the ADAS Rent Enquiry in
England and Wales and of the continuing field survey in Scotland, average farm
rents in the United Kingdom are estimated to have increased by nearly 177 in
1979, This compares with an increase of 187 in 1978

Farm workers' earnings (Table 200)

21, The average weekly earnings of whole-time hired men in the UK were
E61-75 in 1978 compared with £54-69 in 1977 (calendar year averages). This
represents an increase of 137 in money terms and 44%; in real terms. In 1979
earnings are forecast to be about £70-40, an increase of 147, in money terms but
less than 1% in real terms. Increases in statutory minimum weekly wage rates
for whole-time hired workers in England and Wales effective from 21 January
1980 range from £8:50 (19:6%) for Ordinary workers to £15-25 (24:2%0) for
Grade 1 workers; increases for Scotland effective from 17 December 1979 range
from £6-75 (13-8%) for General workers to £9-80 (17-2%{) for Stock wotkers;
and the increase for Northern Ireland effective from 4 February 1980 is £9-50
(1967, ) for Agricultural workers,

Public expenditure { Table 25)

22, In 1979/80 the estimated outturn for expenditure in the United Kimgdom
on price guarintees, grants and subsidies (excluding the brucellosis incentives
and residusl payments connected with the milk subsidy) is £323 million (of
which £32 million reflects payments deferred from 1978,79 as a result of industrial
metion) compared with £208 million in 1978/79. The true increase in expenditure
in 197980 after discounting deferred payments is £52 million. Within this figure
there are increases on the Farm anmd Horticulture Development Scheme
(4 £26 m), the Hill Livestock Compensatory Allowances (- £23 m), the Milk
Non-Marketing and Conversion Premium Schemes (--£7 m) and the Farm
Capital Grant Scheme (--£7 m), and a reduction in expenditure under the
potato guarintes arrangements (— £14 m).

23. Expenditure under the common market organisation of the EEC is
estimated to be about £406 million in 1979/80 compared with expenditure of
gome £330 million in 1978/79. This expenditure by the Intervention Board for
Agricultural Produce includes the butter and school milk subsidies, the Beef
Premium Scheme, import and export refunds, certain production subsidies, aids
to animal feeds, the gross costs of aid to private storage and the net cost of
commodities bought into intervention and subsequently sold. Some of this
expenditure benefits consumers nnd overseas exporting interests rather than
producers. The additional expenditure in 1979/80 is partly due to payments
deferred from [978/79 due to industrial action; and to increases in production
subsidies and export refunds on third country trade; but there has been a de-
crease in the overall cost of intervention activity.




PART MI—COMMODITY TRENDS
Cereals (Tables 2, 5. 7 and 26)

In 1979, cereals were grown on some 3-87 million hectares (an increase of
0-06 million over 1978). Production is expected 1o reach 17-3 million tonnes in
total, some 73,000 tonnes above the 1978 figure. Good sowing conditions in the
autumn of 1978 led to an increase in the wheat area, at the expense of oats and
grassland. The harvest was generally later than usual, particularly in the north,
Yields, particularly of wheat, were generally high, but the quality of the crop
was very variable. Following the big harvest in 1978 market prices fell and then
rose steadily as export trade developed. Later, when the effects of the hard winter
BaVE rmise 10 An 'I'IC'{“'.J.CL'\.:I usage of feed grains, prices became firm because a
shortage was expectad but fel -;En.”n. ‘-‘||'|:F the *-h\rl.n:c failed to materialise,
Favourable weather in the autumn 1979 cnabled @ large area of winter
cereals to be sown

Oilseed rape (Tables 2, 5, 8 and 26)

23. A record oilseed rape crop of 192,000 tonnes, about 25% higher than the
previous year, is expected in 1979, The increase is due mainly to a rise by 10,000
hectares to 74,000 hectares in the area harvested, but a slight improvement in
yicld also contribuied to this. A forther rise in production is expected in 1980
Prices generally remained above the intervention price during the first part of
1979, but later tended to fall and small quantities were bought into intervention

Potatoes (Tables 2, %, 9 and 26)

26. In 1979 the target area of 198,000 hectares was exceeded by some 5,000
hectares. Planting was very late in some parts of the country and, although
growing conditions were reasonable, yields were not as good as those obtained
in 1978, Nevertheless, supplies should be adeguate to meet demand. With the
aim of ensuring stability in the market throughout the season the Potato
‘-.h*hnng Board offered producers 4 contract for a proportion of the crop.
The intention was to remove up to 500,000 tonnes of potatoes from the market
i l:'_':r:-:i': Hrl'.:un should this prove necessary, but in the event the market was
buoyant and producers offered the Board only 80,000 tonnes.

-

«l. IMscussions have continued on proposals for an EEC potato regime: it
remains uncertain how soon agreement will be reached. The form of market
support arrangements for the 1980 erop will depend on whether an EEC regime
is by then in operation

Sugar beet (Tables 2, 5, 10 and 26)

28, For 1979 the British Sugar Corporation contracted to purchase the beet
from 217,000 hectares. About 212,000 hectares are expected to be harvested, an
incregse over 1978, Weather during the growing s=ason has been generally pood;

yield of beet per hectare is similar to 1978 and sugar content is high, possibly

higher than in 1978, Provided that harve: sting and processing are not disrupted
1‘-. adverse weather the crop should vield over one million tonnes of white sUEAr,
Thus a record crop is possible. (The existing record of 14086 million tonnes was
achieved in 1971.) Contracting for 1980 has not vet been completed but the
Corporation aims to increase its contracted area again

i}




Horjijalture (Tables 2, 5, 11 and 26)

29, The area devoted to horticultural crops, which was about 289,000 hectares

in June 1978, fell to about 277,000 hectares. Details are given for the four

commodities grown in the United Kingdom which are affected by Community

intervention arrangements in the fruit and vepetables sector

() Apples. The decline in the area of apple orchards was halted in 1979:

the area (excluding cider apples) remained at an estimated 30,000
hectares, The area under orchards of cooking apples increased slightly,
offsetting the continuing decline in the dessert apple area. The late
spring did not interfere with pollination and vields of dessert apples
were the highest for several years. Yields of cooking apples, although
below the very high level of 1978, were still good. Owing to the bigger
crop and increased competition from France and [taly, prices of 1979
crop dessert apples were below those of 1978, Cooking apple prices
were ilso shightly down.
Pears. The area under pears (excluding perry pears) has declined
slightly in recent years and was estimated to be 4,500 hectarés in 1979,
Production in 1979 was the highest for several vears and as a result of
this, and because of pressure from imports, prices were the lowest
since | 976,
Cauliflowers. The area under caulifiowers rose slightly to 15,000
hectares in 1973, Production, however, dropped sharply because
severe weather wiped out much of the over-wintered crop. Average
prices were considerably higher than in 1978
Tomatoes. The glasshouse area used for tomate production remained
at about 1,000 hectares. Production rose shghily. Average prices fell
because of over-supply and a related sharp fall in prices in the latter

part of the season, due to the late ripening of early plantings and
increased competition from imports.

Heps (Tables 2, 5, 12 and 26)

30. The area under hops declined slightly in 1979, Production and average
prices were both above those for 1978

Seeds (Table 13)

3l1. The ares sown for certified herbage and legume seed production in 1979
(excluding field bean and field pea seed) declined slightly after the steep rise of
the previous vear. Yields generally were reasonable. Prices rose slightly and
demand in the spring of 1980 is expected to be firm. Supplies are penerally
adequate. Imports rose in [978/7% and continued {0 account for just over 50%
of supplies; exports also increased.

32, The area of certified field bean seed more than doubled in 1979, The area
of certified field pea seed decreased by about 407, but supplies are still adequate.
Beef and Milk (Tables 2, 5, 14, 15, 16 and 26)

33, The 1979 June census showed a decline of less than 1% in the total UK
breeding herd, compared with the previous year. The dairy herd—about 689

of all breeding cows—showed a marginal increase, but the beef herd fell by
nearly 3.




s dt Mon
1978. This decline is expected to be balanced by higher imports and lower
exports, leaving total supplies for consumption about the same as in 1978,
Average market prices for certified cattle in the United Kingdom remained above
the target price until October 1979, when the seasonal decline caused small
amounts of premium to be paid, mostly in Northern Ireland. Prices reached a
peak of 38-38p per live kg in early July, falling seasonally to just under 72-50p
per live kg in early October to late November. Because of the generally firm
prices intervention was suspended for significant periods; at other times only
moderate intervention was needed to underpin the market

3. Home production of beef n 1979 is expected to be about 1%

35. The average milk yield per cow in 1979 is expected to show a slight
improvement of about 77 on the 1978 level, while the average size of the
national dairy herd over the year as a whole is expected to increase marginally
over the previous year. As 4 result milk production in 1979 is expected to show
an increase of a hittle over 1% compared with that for 1978, The amount of
milk sold for liquid consumption in 1979 is expected to fall by less than 1%
compared with 1978. Together with the increase in production this should lead
to a small increase in the availability of milk for manufacture, Cheese production
in 1979 is expected to increase by about 8-5% over the previous year’s level,
but butter production is expected to fall by about 29,

36, Since | January 1978, producer returns have been determined by the
Milk Marketing Boards, on the basis of their returns from the liquid and
manufacturing milk markets. It is expected that the Boards® net returns from all
milk for the 1979/80 year will be between 12401 ppl and 12-21 ppl (545 ppe and
55-5 ppe); this reflects increases in the retail price of milk per pint of 1ip in
Tune 1979 and 1 }pin February 1980,

37. The average size of the national dairy herd in 1980 is expected to remain
close to the level in 1979, implying that any increase in milk production would
depend on further improvements in vields

Sheep and Wool (Tables 2, 14, 18 and 26)

38. Between June 1978 and June 1979 the total breeding flock increased by
3%, with an increase of 6% in the number of shearling ewes. The lamb crop

declined by 3 Ve O the previous vear but, IEE."\F‘“C‘EI. Fllght incresse in s]auyh'lfr|r|i:l|
in 1979, the breeding flock may show a further small increase in 1980,

39, UK home production of sheepmeat in 1979 is expected to be slightly
below the 1978 level. Supplies available to the United Kingdom home market
arc expected to fall by about 4%, with imports falling by about 8% and exports
declining slightly. In 1979 prices for Fat sheep reached record levels in May, but
fell below the guarantee fevel on 10 September and remained there throughout
the autumn. On average, prices in 1979 were about the 1978 level. While prices
paid for some store lambs rose, prices for store lambs from the hills and hill
ewes were mostly below those paid in 1978,

40. Production of wool fell by about 1% in 1979, Market prices began the
1979 season slightly below last vear's level and are expected to remain below the
guarantes on average for the 1979 clip; producers’ returns will again be made
good from the stabilisation fund built up from earlier surpluses.,

8




F"lp;.';thl::a 2, 14 and 26)

4]. The reduction in pigmeat MCAs from 28-2% in January 1979 to 3-5% in
December should improve the competitive position of the industry. Increases in
pig prices since June 1979 and more stable feed costs have improved producers’
margins. Production of pigmeat in 1979 is expected to be 6% higher than in 1978

42. In 1980 production is expected to be at & lower level than in 1979, reflecting
the decling in the breeding herd im 1979, but the recent improvement in profit-
ability is expecied to continue into 1980 and 1o lead in due course to an increase
in the breeding herd.

Poultrymeat { Tables Z, 14 and 26)

43, Output of poultrymeat s expected to show anether increase in 1979, but
little further change in production levels 15 expected for 1980. Poultrymeat
prices rose during 1979.

Epps (Tables 2, 5, 17 and 26)

44. Producer prices were at low levels in 1978. It 15 expected that production
will show some decline in 1979 and 1980 and that prices will be above the 1978
level,







APPENDIX

The tables cover largely the same ground as those in last year's White Paper except that:

STATISTICAL TABLES

Tahle 1

(a) In the assessment of agriculture’s contribution to gross domestic product, the revised
fgures are based on the new method of calculating the aggregated agriculiural
accounts (see note below on the main changes in Table 21).

(&) Revised figures for agriculture’s share of gross fixed capital formation incorporate
changes in the methods used to estimate plant and machinery and the movement in
prices for buildings and works.

(¢) The annual average index numbers of the prices of goods and services currently
consumed in agriculture or contributing to agricultural investment and of producer
prices of agricultural products are a new serics bascd on 1975 = (0. The value
weights for the series are derived from the Economic Accounts for Agnculture 1975
prepared for the Statistical Office of the European Communities.

{d) The values of home produced food as a percentage of all food consumed in the UK
aim to provide a measure of the changing contribution of home agriculture (o UK
food supplies. UK production now includes the value of food exports but excludes
the value of net imports of agricultural inputs.

Tables 19 and 21

The basis of the income and nei product caleulations shown in Tables 19 and 21 he
been changed. First, to bring UK figures into line with EEC statistics, estimates for
munor sectors such as agrcultural contractors and very small holdings have been
included. For the same reason there have also been changes in the treatment of stocks.
Second, the national farm has been treated as wholly owner-occupied. since this is
closer to the actual position than the approach in previous yvears which was (o treat
it as wholly tenanted. The absolute level of net income and net product has therefore
changed, but most trends are not significantly altered.

Table 24

There have been two important changes in the specimen net income per farm
presented in this table. First, each farm has been classified by fype of farming &nd size
of business according to the new EEC sysiem based on siandard gross margins.
Secondly, depreciation has beén calculated on inventories of machinery, glasshouses
and permanent crops valued at replacement cost {rather than acquisition cost as in
the past). This change in accounting convention has substantially reduced the
absolate level of net farm income.

Even where there has been no change in the basis of the tables, some of the figures in this
appendix differ from those in previous Annual Review White Papers because of later infor-
mation, changes in the scope and nature of available data and improvemenis in statistical
methods. The forecasts for 1979 generally reflect the position up to the end of the year, as seen
at November 1979

All figures relate to the United Kingdom, unless otherwise stated

Figures for imporis from and exporis to the Eight relate throughout to the other countries
of the European Economic Community (Belgium, Denmark, France, West Germany, the
Irish Republic, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands)

Significant items of Channel Islands trade are shown separately in the tahles.
Figures for exports include re-exports.
In some cases figures may not add up to the totals shown because of roundings.

symbaols:
means il
means “negligible™ {less than half the last digit shown)
means “*not available™ or “not applicable™.




Tapce |

Calendar vears

Agriculture in the national economy .

Agricaliure’s contribution 1o
gross domestic product (a)
£ mullion
percentage

Agriculture’s share of gross

fixed capital formation (b)

£ mllion ...

percentages

Manpower engaged in agri-
culure{e)"DO0)

Percentage of total civilian
manpower engaged in all
occupations (¢)

Annual average index num-
bers (1975=100) of the
prices of goods and services
()

(i) currently consumed in
agriculture
of which: leedingstuffs. ..

fertilisers
ENErgy
other inputs ...

(1i) contributing to agricul-
tural investment =

{iii) labour costs

Annual average index num-
bers (1975=100) of the
producer prices of agricul-
tural products (&) ...
of which: farm crops

fatstock and live-
stock producis

horticultural
producis

Imports of food, feed and
alcoholic beverages (f)
£ million ;
Import volume index (1975=
100y : i
Import price index (1975=
100) ;
Exports of food, feed and
aleoholic beverages( )
£ million
Export volume index (1975
100}
Export
1i0yy

price index 'rI'}'.‘S -

AvVerage
ol
1968-70

1975

1976

[y A
= Lt L e el

Eu = =t

=
=
ol Lk

3215
103-0

L12-5

1 620

1039

1677 1978 1979

(provisional)

| O7S
i-4

1633
162
144-5
178"
168

14601 i 183-2
1296 | 149 171

1517
14010

156-4
1489

(Jan.-Sept.
only)
6 294 5063

980 102-2

142-8 4602
{Jan.-Sept.
only)

2126 1 891

1320 115

465




Tnubl (continued)

Average |
of 1975
1968-70 |

|
1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979
. (provisional)

Consumers’ expenditure on
food and alcoholic bever-
ages £million e | 9028
of which:food(g)£million | 6962
Expenditure on food as a
percentage of total con-
sumers’ expenditure 23-6

(prov.) | (Jan.-June
only)
14774
10993

25165 | 28 063
18 626 ‘ 20 592 |
[

22:1 214 20-5

Retail price index (1975= 100)
(1)
lood
alcoholic beverages
all items i

(Jan.-Sept.
only)
1 169-0)
l 156-8
1 1623

Value of home produced food (esti-
as a percentage of mate)
All food consumed in the | 472
LUK (i)
All indigenous type food |
consumed in the UK

BN s i el | 599 683

| (prov.) | (forecast)

|
559 56°1

E:E-4‘ {vl’:n-Qi 702

(a) Excluding appreciation in value of work-in-progress and stocks,

(B) Allfixed assets(excluding work-in-progress and stocks),

(e} Total manpower engaged in agriculture between 1975 and 1979 comprises the numbers of self-employed,
employers and employees in employment (excluding farmers’ spouses) given in the June censuses conducted
by the Agriculture Depariments of England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The average figures
for 1968-T0 are based on the Department of Employment series of the count of national insurance cards and
the population census, adjusted by the ratio in 1971 of this series to the Agriculture Departments’ series.

The increase in numbers of farmers, pariners and directors in 1976 occured in England and Wales and is
thought 1o reflect a more complete enumeration in the Agricultural Census,

(#) UK indices of purchase prices of the means of agricultural production and of producer prices of agricultural

products,

(f) Includes oilseeds and nuts, animal oils and fats, citric acid, food dyes, essences, starches, edible gelatine, albumen

and casings.
(g) Includes caterers’ expenditure on food,
(%) Annual averages. Source: Department of Emplovment,

(/) There have been major changes in the way these figures are calculated. Home production now includes the
value of food exports but excludes net imports of agricultural inputs. The changes are explained in the October

1979 issue of Economic Trends No. 312.

U) As defined in Appendix I of the article “Measuring self-sufficieacy for food and drink in the United Kingdom®'

(Economic Trends No. 217, Movember 1971,




TapLE 2

Crop areas and livestock numbers (a)

At June of each year

| Average |

of 1975 1976
1968-70

A. Crop areas (MK hectares)
Toral area

of which: Wheat
Barley
Oats
Mixed corn
Rye

Toral cereals (b ...
Potatoes
Sugar beet

Qilseed rape

Hops

Vegetables grown in
the open ..
Orchard fruit

Soft fruit {c)
Ormamentals {d)

Toral horticulturele))

Toral tillage ()
All grasses under |
five vears old (g }A) |

Total arable
All grasses five years
old and over (i)
Rough grazing:
Sole nght

Common f¢h1i1¢t!;l:dj

Crther land () ...

-

19 37 IB978 | 18 987

1 231
2182
235
28

034
345
232 |
a5
&

940 | 1
2352 | 2

G

4

3 632
204
198
39

198
23
17
15

190
68
18
15

291 285 |

4946 | 4816

2 335 2138

T 281
4 959

6 954 6975

5074 | 5081
5 840 5429
1126 | 1126
395

5386

B, Livestock Numbers (000
head)
Total caitle and calves
of which: Dairy cows
Baef cows
Heifers in calf

Toral sheep and lambs
of which: Ewes
Shearlings

Total pigs .

of which: Sows in pig and [
other sows for |
breeding

Gilts in pig

Total poultry o
of which: Table fowls fincl, |
broilers) szt
Laying fowls
Growing pullets ..

14 D69
3228

14 717 '
3242
1 899

903 |

12 369
3248 |
1227

B37

LI:[’.
419 |

1 764 |
939 |

1979
{provisional )

1977 1978

18840 | 18846 | 18 804

1371
2 347
133
16

&

1076
2400
195
24

10

1 257
2 348
]
1T

o P —

3873
203
214

74

3705
)
202

35
']

21
50

16
13

o2

4 863

2124

| 6986
5003

[ 3191
1 209
451

13 854 3625
| 3265 3270
1 680 | 580
224 859

3278
1537
865

26 896
10 968 |

2362 |

28270 |
11279
2471

28 265
11 298
2 369

7753 | 7532 | 7947

710
104

T6E |
150

29 967
11 692

28 104 | 29 686 5
11215 | 11 444
2487 | 2717

7736 | 77

725
103

=58
124

118 109

132 467 136 572 |
42 971 | 56 708 |
53473 | 49359 | 49085
23020 | 18195 )

2 (134286 | 137329

18 383 |

132 997

| 56153
459 11%
16 34]

56 319
50 488
17273

35445
48 076
15173




TAB!."' (continued)

{a) The coverage for 1973 and onwards includes all known holdings in the United Kingdom with 40 standard
man-days or more (a standard man-day (smd) represents 8 hours” productive work by an adult male worker
under average conditions). All holdings with less than 40 smd in Scotland are excluded but in England and Wales
and MNorthern Ireland holdings with less than 40 smd are excluded only if they have less than 4 hectares of
crops and grass and no regular whole-time worker. The same criteria applied in Great Britain in the years
1970 to 1972, and in England and Wales in the years 1968 and 1969, except that the threshold for standard
labour requirements in those years was 26 smd.

The 1968-69 figures for Scotland related to all known agricultural holdings exceeding one acre (0-4 hectares)
in extent, The figures for Northern Ireland for these years related to holdings of one acre {0-4 hectares) or
more, except for numbers of livestock which were collected from all owners, irrespective of the size of the
holding, as well as from land-less stockholders.

The introduction of the changes of definition in Morthern Ireland in 1973, following similar changes in Great
Britain which excluded some 14 000 statistically insignificant holdings in 1970 and about 8 000 in 1973, had
the net result of eliminating about 6 000 or so holdings from the Northern Ireland census,

Cereals for threshing, excluding maize.
Includes small area of soft fruit grown under orchard trees in England and Wales.
Hardy nursery stock, bulbs and flowers.

Most of the difference between total horticultural area and the sum of individual sectors is made up by the
glasshouse area.

Includes area of other crops and bare fallow not shown in the table.
Includes lucerne.

Before 1975 collecied as:
In England and Wales—*clover, sainfoin and temporary grasses'';
In Scotland ‘“grass under 7 years old®’;
In Northern Ireland —*1st, 2n0d and 3rd year™.

Before 1975 collected as:
In England and Wales—"permanént grass"";
In Scotland —'"grass 7 vears old and over™';
In Northern Treland —*4th year or older".

Returns of “other land’* were collected for the first time in England and Wales in June 1969, From June 1969 to
June 1973 “other land’*in Great Britain was collected as woodland and areas under roads, yards, buildings, etc.,
the use of which was ancillary to farming of the land; in Northern Ireland it included land within agricultural
holdings which was under bog, water, roads, buildings, etc,, and waste land not used for agriculture. In June
1974 the definition was changed in England and Wales to include all other land forming part of the holding
and in Scotland it was extended to include ponds and derelict land. The Northern Ireland definition is
unchanged.




TanLe 3

Numbers and size of holdings and enterprises () .
At June of each vear

1979
| (provi-
| stonal)

Crops and | Number of holdings (O00) with 1 1o 199 hectares g- 108-0
Erass area 20 o 49-9 hectares : G9:1
| 30 1o 999 hectares 41+ 41-6

100 hectares and over | 29 249

Total | 2641 | 2496

| Average crops and grass area per holding (hectares) (6) 452 | 478
Per cent of total crops and grass area on holdings with |
01 to 199 hectares § -23;! 7-4%

100 hectares and over | 47437 4928/

Size of Mumber of holdings ("000) with Under 250 smd 1380 | 131-3
business 250 to 499 smd Si+4 514
(smd) (c) (d) 500 to 999 smd 458 | 455

1 000 smd and over 28-3 301

Total 2686 2573

Hl"Jdil'!E.E 250 smd and over | Average size of
buisiness (smd) 57
Average total arca
per bolding
(hectares)
Contribution to total
output (%)

*

Total cereals | Number of holdings ("000) with 1 to 199 hectares
(excluding 20 to 499 hectares

~3 e

| =ta-d
I

maize) 50 hectares and over

b | B pa =g

s |

Total

| Average area (hectares) 30+ ]

Per cent of total cereals area on holdings with 50 hectares
and over of cereals 6599 69

Potatoes Mumber of holdings ('000) with | 01 to 90 heciares 5014 461 B
10 to 199 hectares 3-7 37
20 hectures and over | 19 20

Total | 60 | 517

| Average area (hectares) . 4 [ 3-f
Per cent of total potato area an holdings with 20 hectares
and over of potatoes 33654 34-20

s 'y

39




Txnx.w:'nnmmnf )

Mumbers and size of holdings and enterprises (a)
At June of each year

1975 | 1979
(provi-
sional)

Sugar beet Mumber of holdings ('000) with | 01 0 99 ]'Il!l;l..;i.rﬁ

10 to 19-9 hectares
20 hectares and over

Total

i Average area (hectares)
Per cent of total sugar beet area on holdings with
20 hectares and over of iugﬂr hmﬂ

Dairy cows | Nunlhcrur holdings ("000) 'will'l 1 to 29 3G -..'
I 30 to 59 3 20-5
60 and over ’ | 203

Total 0 | r:T-‘-J

Average size of hi.:l'_d ; 4 49
Per cent of total dairy cows in herds of 60 and over 53-3%

6269

Beel cows Mumber of holdings (C000) with l to 19 | ‘.-'ET_ I_-.:_-_-]-_
20 to 49 20-8 167
30 and over

Total

Average size of herd
Per cent of total beef cows in herds of 50 and over

Breeding Numbm of holdings ("000) unl:h | 1 to 99
sheep(f) | 100 10 499

500 and over

| Total

Average size of flock
Per cent of total breeding sheep in focks of 300 and over

Breeding Number of holdings ("000) with | 11019
pigs 20 to 49
50 and over

T.nl:tl

Average size of herd
Per cent of total breeding pjg;: mh._r:i-. of 50 and over

pigs (g) 200 1o 999

1 000 and over

Fattening "\lum‘rw of holdings ('000) with | 1 to 199

Total

‘ Average size of herd
Per cent of total fattening pigs in herds of 1 000 and over




TABLE 3 (continued) ‘
Numbers and size of holdings and enterprises (a)

At June of each vear

1975 | 1979
{provi-
i sional)

e ———

Laving Number of holdings ("000) with | lto 4999 | 82:0 636
fowls i 5 000 to 19 999 16 1-3
20 000 and over 0-4 04

Total | 841 | 653
| Average size of flock 287 |12
| Per cent of total laying fowls in flocks of 20 000 and over | 47-1%| 577%

——— e -

Broilers (k) | Number of holdings ('000) with | 1109999
| £

1
[ 10 000 to 99 999 0
100 000 and over 0

=
!
1

| | Total
Average size of flock .
| Per cent of total broilers in flocks of 100 000 and over

{2} Because of the revisions to size groups following metrication, and the revision of smd values in 1976, it is no
longer possible to give comparative data for a span of five years. Although the figures quoted for 1975 and 1979
are strictly comparable, great caution must be exercised in comparing them with figures quoted in Annual
Review White Papers published prior to 1978, The figures included for Northern Ireland in the first two sections
for both vears relate only to holdings with 50 smd or more.

The average size of holdings based on total area was—

1975 661 hectares of which 45 -2 hectares were crops and grass

1979 681 hectares of which 47 +8 hectares wers crops and grass.
Tl;:lsﬁ figures include holdings with no crops and grass area which are excluded from the first section of the
table,
Revised standard man-day groups were adopted two years ago when the lower group of under 250 smd applied
throughout the UK., The change in smd values has meant a general shift of holdings into lower size groups and
this movement is particularly marked in Northern Ireland as the following figures show:;—

Holdings in Northern Freland—JSune 1975 ("000)
Based on Based on
old gmd values new smid volues
S0-199 smd 16- 50-249 smd 200
200-59% smd 12- 250499 smd 69
6001199 smd 3 500-999 smd 2:8
1 200 emd and over 1- 1 000 smd and over 0-7
ToTaL 33 ToTaL 30-4
As a result of this change, the figures shown in this table are only comparable with those in the 1978 and 1979
White Papers.
Figures relate to England and Wales only,
Figures included for Scotland and Northern Ireland refate to the December censuses in 1974 and 1978,
Figures included for Northern Ireland relate to pig holdings which had fatiening pigs only,

!_lem:: for Scotland, and figures for Northern Ireland in 1979 only, include small numbers of other table
owls,




T.AF.].i
Number of persons engaged in agriculture (a)
At June of each year 000 persons

Average | |
of 1975 | 1976 1977 1978 1979
1968-70 _ ‘ (provisional)

Warkers
Regular whole-time:
Hired: male ... 157
female ... 15

Family: male ... 37 35 37 , 34
female ... 13 ]2 8(f) | 7
All male ... 194 189 184 177
All female... 28 25 2001) 19
(Total) ... (222) (213) (204) (196)
Regular Part-time: | [
Hired: malel ... 22 21 20 20
female ... || ' 26 26 25 24
Family: male ... $* 15 14 - 14
female ... ' 18 A 1 5
All male ... 38 36 5 | 3 34
All female 29 44 42 | ' 33
(Total) ... ... 67 ()| (80) (171 (67)
Seasonal or Casual:
All male ... 35 3 56
All female s || 14 42
(Total) ... (69) (d) 3 93 (98)
Salaried managers (b): i | 7| 8

Total employed ... 436

farmers, partners and
directors:
Whole-time e 212 219 (&)
Part-time = 68 T2 (e} T6
(Total) ... vl {280) (292) | (28R)

Total = 662 | 669 | 661

Wives/Husbands of |
farmers, partners
and directors (en-
gaged in farm work)

(e} The figures src based on returns in the Agricultural Census but include some estimates for figures not directly
obtainable from the Scottish Census results. Because of changes in the Census categories 1n England and Wales
in 1970 and 1972, numbers returned for earlier vears are not available on the same basis as those for the most
recent years. Hefore 1977 the figures do not include the wives/husbands of farmers, partners and directors,
even though the wives/husbands themselves may be partners or directors. In 1977 wives/husbands of farmers,
partners and directors were returned separately, but only if they were engaged in farm work.

Figures relate to Great Britain only.
Includes seasonal or casual workers in Northern Ireland. See footnote {d).

Befare |‘-i"-"_5 seasonal or casual workers were not returned as a separate item in Northern Ireland, but were
imcluded with part-time workers,

The increase in numbers of farmers, partners and directors in 1976 occurred in England and Wales and is
thought to reflect a more complete enumeration in the Agricultural Census,

The decrease in the number of regular whole-time and part-time female workers in 1977 is thought to be

explained by the separate return, for the first time in England and Wales, of farmers® wives, some of whom
were probably returned previously as family workers.




TARLE 5 .

Estimated average vields of crops and livestock products

Calendar years

Average
- 1979

ol
[ 1968-TO (forecast)

14
12

Wheat tonnes/hectare
- 99

Barley ™
Oats : - T
Potatoes i . e «20
Sugar (a) i o 7 2 . : =70
Oilseed rape .. ¥ s : . 3 : . 60
Apples: | |
Diessert (b) i +53
Culinary (&) o 67
Pears (b) . "
Tomatoes (b) ... w
Caulifiowers () 5
Hops ... H

|
— < |
| |
Crops
y ; 26 |

Lab
B LA e b B La

Lk
B LA D L LA

Fad ted

= WS LA LA -

ivestock products |
Mk (o) . litres/cow 4102 | 4267 (&)
Eggsid)... ... | mo.fbird 250 | TXKe)

{a) Sugar-in-beet per crop hectare,

(k) Gross vields from cropped area.

{c} Yield per dairy-type cow per annum.

{d) Eggsper laying bird, including breeding flock.
(£) 366 days.

TasLe 6
Purchased feedingstuffs (commercially significant holdings)

Calendar years million tonnes

Average
of [ 1976 | 1979
1968-T0 | | (forecast)

Compounds
Cattle
Calf
Mg
Poultry ..
Other

o B e e

Total compounds

W D SwWRSwW

Other high energy feeds (a)

tad

Total high energy feeds ...
Low energy bulk feeds (b) 3 o 0

Total all purchased feedingstuffs e | 143 \

(a) Cereals, cereal offals, proteins and other high energy feeds.

(6) Brewers® and distillers® grains, hay, straw, milk by-products and other low energy bulk feeds expressed in
terms of an eguivalent tonnage of high energy feeds




T.w.‘-

Calendar vears

Cereals

supplies

000 tonnes

Wheat (a)

Production

Imports (8); from the E:ghl ;
from third countries

: to the Eight

to third countries

Expaorts

Total new supply ..

Production as
supply

% of total new

End December farm stocks
Dispozals : millers (c)
(of which home-produced)
animal feed .
{of which home-pr L1-..1ur,1,dk
seed ...
other
Total disposals (d)

Ave rage |
of
| 1968-

3 690
687
4012
8

9

8372

1970

1975

| 1976

1978

1979
{fore-
cast)

4 488
1179
2 455
195
57

7870 |

i
S 7 &

1 970
5137

| {1 606)

2 837
{1 TG3)
197
217
B 388

51%

6613
1 147
] 952
2712
TT

91363

| 7045
135
1930
180

63

94-&5

nx

4%,

| 2320

2 300

5289
(2 404)
3 3176
(2 871)
| 248
| 217 |
9130

5161
(2 289)
2362
(2073)

208

211
B 442

Bariey
Production
Imports  : from the Eight g

from third countries
+io the Eight ...

to third countries

Exports

Total new supply ...

Production as
supply

Yo ol

End December farm stocks
Diisposals : animal feed
(ol which home-produced)
brewing/distilling
(of which home-produced)
seed ||
other
Total disposals ()

fotal new |

|

| 8155
29
616
231
10

8559

|
959

| B513
| 427
| 75

988

80 0 |

7947

107% |

.| a4zt
‘ 7037

{6 -16'5]

1 442

{1 371)

| 388
|22

g 989

JO900 |
6232
(5924) |
| 1750
(1 655)
387
168

Oats
Production
Imports (b): from the Ei ghL i
from third countries
Exports  :to the Eight ...
to third countries

Total new supply ..

Production
supply

s

% of total new

End December farm stocks
Disposals : animal feed ...
{of which home-produced)
millers
{of which home- rlmﬂu-_ed]
seed
other
Total disposals (d')

1 249
14

[i%\]

|

| [‘.Jn

104%;
TOH)

1 Q08
{1 001)
119
(1113
&9

':| 29

1 245

820 |

gy0s
450

717

(714) |
140 |
(122)
63 |

20
| 940 |

0l
345
161

17
ad

809

?MH‘

047

3180 |

b 386
(5 §94) [
1915 |
(1759
365
150

8 816

764
1
42

3

814

5405

10 531 |

(5 576) |

3 760

5002

(2 140)

2932

2089) | (2772
2313 2684
216 | 231
B 384 | 8433

9 B44
294
56
1019
1017

530
386
463 |

fy

10978 | 8162

96

L

5410

6 334

121 %
4610
b 239
(5979)

1 865 2 140

(1707 | (2050)

396
153
£ T48

378
205
B OR2

90 | 706
4 16
40 5

4| 10
I

830 |

95% | 9%

716

4 08D
| 5105
(2 685)
3535

(3 310)

| 265
260

9 165

9 630
250
110
450
63

9025

| 107%
|' 4 570
6 525
(6 255)

1 980

(1 890)
3l

180
5065

330
45
3
10

! 370

93 %

410
652 |
(621)
139 |
(108)
46
17
854 |

470 |
557
(556 |
154 |
(111}
43
16
770

420
558
{558)
149
(128)

42
17
T66

280

520
{495)
145

120

30

15

| 710

21

s




TABLE 7 (continied) ‘
Cereals supplies

Calendar vears 000 tonnes

|.-*n‘cruge
of | 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979
1968 {fore-
| 1970 | cast)
Mixed Corn (e) { [
Production =2 210 118
Rye ()
Production
Imports (6): from the I:lght
from third countries

Total new supply ...

Production as of total new

supply
Maize

Production "
Imports (b): from ’.hCEI[..]H
from third countries

Exports :to the Eight ...
to third countries

OF
o

Total new supply ...

Sorghum
Imports (&) : from the Eight
from third countries
Exports  :to the Eight ...
to third countries

Total new supply ...

Total cereals (a)
Production ... | 13316 31934 3 26 127 | 17263
Imports (b): from the Flghl 938 24 : : | 959
from third countries 71876 5292 5 756 59 4 388
Exports :to the Eight .. 317 2] 2 ) 1328
to third countries ... 22 : 3 3 1 096

Total new supply ... EI?EJZF . 2 21 49 25129 | 2] 686

s

Production as % of total new
supply ... 61 %4 6974 62 % BO %) 775

End IJ::J.'-:inbcr!'arm‘imcl-.:.th - 6340 | 6710 ‘ 5920 | £790 | 8930

Total disposals (k) : e | 22287 | 22192 21 606 | 22395

{a) Includes lourunder the heading of wheat imports and exports.

(&) Countries of origin cannot be identifisd with certaind
& ¥ from the Overseas Trade Statlst but o h erit
have, where possible, been allocated to country of origin, s paert e

(c) 1973, 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1979 exclude 35000, 41 000, 35000, B ud 0 LOABES Fesnactbne
wheat milled and exported as our. PRk RO900-and 40 060 Lonaey gepoctively; of

(4} Totalnew supply adjusted for changes in December farm stocks
(¢} Import/export figures are not separately distinguished in Overseas Trade Statistics

) rhijziarjltgzuru are not separaiely distinguished in Overseas Trade Statistics before (970 and are not signifcant

(g} Inrespectol wheat, barley and oats.
(4} Total new supply adjusted for changes in December farm itocks of wheat, barley and oats,




Ta . 3
Oilseed rape supplies
Calendar years 000 tonnes

! Average |

R S 1977 1978 1979~
1968~ | (fore-
1970 cast)

Production 9 7 111 154 192
Imports: from the Eight ... 15 48 34 30

from third countries ... 54 67 | 19 130
Exports . 1 2 |

Total new supply 255 | 92 225 i |
Production as %5 of total new
supply ... s 0 60 % 495, | 493 68 %




TAELE & .

Potato supplies
Calendar vears 000 tonnes

:5.1. rerage

Sl
| of 1975 | 1976
19687

Production ;
early (a) ... 350 371
maincrop o = - | 6361 | 4201 | 4 418

Total production e 57 | 4551 | 4789

Exports: ware and seed
to the Eight
to third countries

Crop available for homan con- | | ]
sumption ' | | | 4648 5074
Potatoes unsold at 31 Dnuembtr ¢ 325 | 1927 | 2152
Total disposals of home crop fﬂr | |
human consumption ... 912 ; 4 046 4 549
Supplies from Channel Islands
(early) 39 34
Imports for human fnns.umplmrl E
Raw: (8) &
Ear]y:
from the Eight
from third countries
maincrop ;

from the E:i_.h i : 87
{l.- 161

25
149

from third countries 117
Processed: (c)

from the Eight

from third countries

45
307

Total new supply for human con- |
sumption ; . - | 5491 4 443 5015
of which: raw . o 3 006 3797
pruocssedfc]!d} - [ 1437 1218
l | (19)

Percenlage of total new supply I
for human consumption derived |
from home crop o1°% a1 ?ful ',1'5?,” Bl 91% 90%

(s) Upto 1968 all early varisties. As from 1969 potatceslified before | August in any year.
[1.3] E:cluu:lru:,a.d polatoes,

() Rawequoivalent.

() Tncludes processed axports; the figures in brackets indicate the quantity,




T,l-. 10

Sugar supplies

Calendar years 000 tonnes refined basis

! Average | (
of 1976 1977 1978 | 1579
1968-T0 | | (fore-
cast)

Production (a) 8358 641 | 695 949 | 1 065
Imports (&)
from the Eight (¢) Q7 659 | 307 400 185
from third countries .. ws | 1917 1 568 1 695 1 383 1155
Exports (b):
to the Eight oy 10 7 16 5 - 5
to third countries 190 | 347 247 159 | 50

Total new supply w2702 | 2514 | 2434 | 2568 | 2548 | 2350

Production as % of total new |
supply ; 33% 26% 2949 37% 40°%

[ ()
=] | |

(a) Sugar coming out of the factory in the early part of the new year is regarded as being part of the previous
calendar year's production.

Includes only sugar as such and takes no account of the sugar content of processed products.
Includes imports from French Overseas Departments

45%




TansLe 11 ‘

Supplies of certain horticultural crops
Calendar years

Average
of 1975 1976 [ 78 1979
1968-T0 [ (fore-
cast)

Applex (excludes cider apples) !
Cropped aréa (000 hectares)
Diessert = e | EY25 20-57 20-40

.5 4

Culinary , 224 | 11-90

(000 tonnes)
Opening stocks ... " : A3 104
Cutput from the crop: [
Dessert e 236 226
Culinary - o5 126
Imports: from the Eight 210
from third countries 120
Exports: tothe Eight ... =
to third countries }
Closing stocks

Total disposals in calendar year

Output as 3 of total disposals
in calendar year

Pears (excludes perry pears)
Cropped area ('D0O0 hectares) ... | 72 5 4-809

{"000 tonnes)
Opening stocks - s
Output from the crop ... - a2
Imports: from the Eight : 25
from third countries . 30
Exports: to the Eight .. ‘]r
. to third countries
Closing stocks .
Total disposals in calendar year
Qutput as % of total disposals
in calendar year ... i 11" 44|

L]

Cauliffowers

Cropped area ("000 hectares) .. I 1734 57 -3 14-74 [4-97

(000 tonnes)
Cutput i 280 25! 280 232 185
Supplies from Channel Islands. .. | 16 d 1 4
Imports: from the Eight ek | i3 2 1S 14 19

from third countries | a4 I 1

Total new supply : | 338 287 _' N7 | 200

Output as %; of total new supply | 867, 895 :-;9’: 5507

¥ ‘o




T 11 {contimwed)
Supplies of certain horticultural crops

Calendar years

Average
of
1968-70 |

Tomatoes
Cropped area ("000 hectares) ... . | e e -5 : 0-98

("000 tonnes)
Clutput o 133
Supplies from Channel Islands 1] ) 2 ! 38
Imports: from the Eight r 2 45

from third countries b 94
Exports ... || 3

Total new supply 333 323 314

Output as 7 of total new supply | 31%) 38°%)| 41 % 39241




TanLe 12
Hops supplies ‘

Calendar years ‘000 tonnes

Average |

of 1975 1976 | 1977 1978 1979
196870 | (fore-
| cast)
Production o= ; = 30
Imports: from the Eight . : 11
from third countries “f : | 7
Exports: to the Eight 08 - 04

to third countries 01 2

o o e s ] ||
B b D

o
o3

Total new supply -5 11-0 - 92

Production as % of total new
supply ... : g9l 9% 100%;

TasLE 13
Supplies of herbage and legume seeds (a)
June/May vears

| |
Average | [

of
1968/659- 1975776 | 1976/77 | 1977/78 : 1978/79 | 1979/80
1970/71 (fore-
cast)

Area ("000 hectares) (b) ... o 17 * : | 227 i _:] -U-
("000 tonnes) [ [
Production—all seed 16:2 164 105 | 165 |
{of which certified seed) we | (12200 | (155 | (105 | (165 |
Imports—all seed: |
[

|

|

16-3 150
(16-3) | (15-0)

from the Eight 10-4 11-1

from third countries ... 83 51
Exports—all seed:

to the Eight ... 1-5 -1

to third countries 6 | -5

Total supply 28 | 300

Production as % of total supply 49% | 558/ 37% | s4% | 4% |

/I'll

(g} Excloding field bean and feld pea seeds.
(8) Certified seed only.




TaBrLg 14
5 Meat supplies (a)

Calendar vears 000 tonnes

Average |
of | 1975 1976 1977 | 1978 1979
1568-70 [ (fore-
cast)

Beef and vf'm’ |
Production
Imports (&): |
from the Eight (¢) ... 117 208 187

949 1219 1 069

from third countries ...
Exports (live and meat):
to the Eight

202 g | 62

46 134
to third countries ] 3

Supplies to the Channel Islands 5

2
Total new supply e | 1216 1324

Production as %, of total new |
supply

Mutton and lamb
Production HE
Imporis: from the Elghl 14:'} .
from third countries
Exports (live and meat):
to the Eight
to third countries ...
supplies to the Channel Islands

Total new supply
Production as 94 of total new |
supply 41','41
Pork I i
Production " | 610 572 | 584 651
Imports;: from the I:Lght {t} i1 14 12 d
from third countries ; 1
Exports (live and meat):
to the Eight
to third countries ...
Supplies to the Channel Islands

Total new supply
Production as 7, of total new
supply e |
Bacon and ham .
Production :
Imports: from the i:u;,hl
from third countries
Exports ...
Supplies 1o the Channel Islands

Total new supply

Production as % of total new
supply ‘e




TABLE 14 (contimed)

Calendar years

Meat supplies (a) .

000 tonnes

Average
of

1968-T0

Poultrymear
Production {d) (&) L
Imports: from the I:lght
from third countries
Exports: to the Eight
to third countries ;
Supplies to the Channel Islands |

[
1975 | 1576

30

-'I
L
2l

-

Total new supply

Production as % of total new
supply o L

657 | 685 | | 756

Total mear supplies
Production {d) (&)
Imports (b):
from the Eight (c)
from third countries ...
Exports (live and meat)
Supplies to the Channel ls!dnds [

99%  101% 102

10075

2917 | 2816 2921
496 | 455
308 07 | 289 | 29
185 176 20 | 224 |
10 1 | e i e |

2 846 859

540 6l0 | 610
280
216

-
d

Total new supply

3526 | 3392 | 3445 | 3533 | 3588

-]

Production as %, of total new
supply £

83% B1%  81%

3%  83%

Dioes not inclode meat offals or trade in preserved or manufactured meat prodocts (.. canoed meat).
Boneless beef and veal have been converied to bone-in weights, in order to bring imports into line with the

home-production Hgures.

Includes meat from animals imported (&t from Irish Republic.
Incloding output from commercially insignificant units,
Figures for 1975 oowards include revised figures for England and Wales.




Taug 5
Milk production

Calendar years million litres

Averape
of
1968~
1970

Sales through milk marketing
schemes:

for liquid consumption we | 7488 7 862

for manufacture:

butter 1 331 1 095

cheese (a) | 1282 | 236l

cream 704 1003
condensed milk—full cream |

(b) = il 618 502

milk powder—full cream ... | 207 195

other 109 114

Total for manufacture | 4341 5270 | 5858

Fotalsales ... ... .. ... |1189 |13133 | 13418 5093
Used on farms () ... 286 210 201 { 151

Output for human consumption ... | 12 115 | 13 343 | 13 819 £274

(al Includes farmhouse cheese made under milk marketing schemes,
(&) Includes condensed milk used in the production of chocolate crumb,

{c) |I'II.L'_|l-='JL"5 farmhouse manufacture of butter and crenm, milk consumed in farm bouseholds and sales outside
milk marketing schemes

(d) 366 days




TasLE 16
Milk product supplies

Calendar vears

000 tonnes

Average [
of 1975
1968-70

1976

Butier

Opening stocks ..

Producuon {a) ...

Imports (b): from the T:ght
from third countries

Exports (incl. re-exports):
io the Eight
to third counirics

Total supply

Closing stocks ...
Offtake

Production as % of offtake

Cheese
Opening stocks (c)
Production {a)
Imports: from the l:u_ml:
from third countries 1 i3
Exports {incl. re-exports):
to the Eight ... . 4
to third countries . 3

1977 1978 1979
(lore-

CastL)

129
161
151
120

40
13
534 507
127 | 129 120
418 | 405 | 387

2% 409

429

545

107 114 9]

206 216 236
105 a7 119
16

-
|

4

452
100
151

Total supply 440
100

Closing stocks ()
3140

Oiflake

[ 423
114
304

Prodoction as % of offtake

60|

67%

Cream—/fresh, frozen ond sterilised
Opening stocks ... o
Production (a) ...

Imporis: from the Elg"n
from third countries
Exports (incl, re-exports)
to the Eight ..
to third countries

Total supply

Closing stocks
Offtake

Production as % of offtake B89 LK g

Condensed milk—full cream [
Opening stocks (d) : 32
Production (d) ... 241
Imporis: from the E.I[J‘,ﬂ 10
from third countries i
Exports {e) (incl, re-exports):
to the Eight .., : | 1

1o third countries ... 3 14 79

Tatal supply 244 213 | 203

| 6 10 12
41 2| 2

Fr )

193 02 194

Closing stocks (d) el n | = 6

Diftake 217 | 192 | 187

Production as % of offtake 1115

102

109 5

w i x| .7
| 176 184 187

‘:‘r I-I'r.' }-24- Fa

11045

32




TM. 16 (continued)
Milk product supplies

Calendar vears 000 tonnes

Average [
of 1975 1976 1977
1968=-T70

Milk powder—full cream

Opening stocks

Production ia s

Imports: from the Eight :
from third countries

Exports (incl. re-exports): x
to the Eight ... : _ 1
to third countries ... : s 13

Total supply ... i ] 24 I 18 19

Closing stocks . T 3 2 3 2
Offtake ... B L .. 34 21 - Iy | 17

Production as % of offtake ... |  76% 114% 147% 147% 173

147 %

Skimmed milk powder
Opening stocks () ... 24 52 49 26 109 79
Production ey a1 106 | 173 241 278 250
Imports: from the Eight 14 54 | 22 14 | 18 20

from third countries 15 | 2 :
Exports (incl. re-exports):

to the Eight ... 13 55 102 4 93 54

to third countries 13 5 13 19 | 45

Total supply ... i | 122 154 | 129 2 2092 I‘_'*l.'b-

Closing stocks ( ) 5 o 24 49 26

09 | 79 15
a8 106 103 116 213 235

Offtake |
z == — = |

Production as % of offtake ... 93 [T-f,'i 100%; 1689 208% 1_1,_]_"-“

(o} Includes farmhouse manufacture,
(&) Includes butter other than natural (i.e. butter fat and oil, dehydrated buiter and ghee),

(c} The coverage of the stocks survey was ir_npmv-:u, resulting in a new series of figures from the end of 1976, On
the basis of this improved survey, the closing stock for 1976 would be recorded as 107 000 tonnes,

(d}) Includes condensed milk used in the production of chocolate crumb.
(e} From January 1975 includes an insignificant amount derived from skimmed milk.

(ry Figures for stocks from opening stocks 1975 include intervention stocks as well as manufaciurers’ stocks
butdo aotinclude powder bought by the Irish Republic intervention agency for storage in the UK,




TanLe 17
Egg supplies

Calendar vears

million dozen

| Average
of
196870

Home supplics (5)
Packing station throughput:
sold in shell
processed
Other sales ()

Total output for human con-
sumption : cq
Imparts (d): from the Eight
. from third countries
Exports (d): to the Eight ...
to third countries

Total new supply

Output as %] of total new supply

1978 | 1979
(fore-

cast)

1 149 1 162

101 %% 102 %

(a) 356days

(&)} Heaeggs for human conspmption including outpot from commercially insignificant unit

(e) Inclodes farmhouse consumption and domestic egx production
(d} Includes shell egg equivalent of whole dried. frozen and ligoid ERE

equivalent of trade in albumen (the greater part of which is considered

at:imports 21 -7 and exports | + 1 million dozen

TABLE 18
Wool supplies

Calendar years

volk, bot exclodss afbumen. Shel
lo be ovalbumen) in 1978 s estim

million kg

Average

of 1975 1976 1978 1979

1968-70

Production: (a) .. i = ‘ 44
(of which clip) . 3 (35)
Imports :
from the Eight .. L 15
from third countries .. 117
Exports ;
to the Eight o 19
to third countries = : 10

Total new supply ... i 152

Production as %, of total new
supply ... : 20% 325

(fore-

cast)

4R {9
(34) (15)

19
143

21
11

178 152 169

2% 0% 29

(s} Figures relate to clip years (June/May}) bui in practice the bulk of production is within the calendar year

34




Tas w19
it Net income, net product and labour productivity

Calendar vears

MNET IncoMmE £m MNeT PrODUCT
at current prices | at constant LABOUR
{a) (b) prices () (c) PropucTtIiviTy (d)

| J-year
Actual moving
average 1975 =

100 | 1575 = 100

1969 581
1970 592 617
1971 677 660
1972 711 | 184
1973 065 23190
1974 842 [ 934
1975 994 044
1976 297 200
1977 309 _ 290
1978 263 255
1979 | 1193
(forecast) |

(@) MNetincome is defined as the return to all farmers and their spouses for their manual and managerial labonr
and for the use of their investment, after provision has been made for depreciation. Investment includes o
physical assets such as land improvements, buildings, livestock, machinery, etc, but excludes any finan:ia
assets, Net income also includes the income of some minor sectors such as agricultural contractors and vy
small holdings, which have been excluded previpusly, The estimates of aggregate net income include a profit
on the production of food for consumption in the farm household. [n other industries the corresponding sums
are not treated as profit and are relatively moch amaller (in many cases non-existent),

Changes have been made this vear to the basis of the caleulation of the income accounts as explained on page
11. Net income figures on the same basis as the 1979 White Paper are £1 300 miilion in 1977, £1 120 million
in 1978 and £1 052 millionin 1979,

Net Product (Net Output) is a measure of the value added at constant pricss by farmers and farmworkers tao
all the goods and services purchased from outside the agriculutral sector, after provision has been made for
depreciation.

Labour Productivity is defined here as gross product per person engaged in agriculture. Gross product is
gross output fess all inputs other than depreciation, labour and interest, measured at constant prices. The
total number of persons engaged is estimated for this series from the numbers of full-time, part-time and
sepsonilfcasual employess, employers and sell-emploved returned in the annual June censuses held bv the
Agriciilture Departments,

TABLE 20
Average earnings and hours of agricultural workers (a)
Calendar years

' 1979
| (forecast)

1975 [ 1976 ‘ 1977 | 1978

Earnings £ per week (b) 42-92 | 50-28 | &l | 70-41
Hours per week (c) : : 46-0 | 45-5 , . 459

(a) For all hired regular whole-time male workers 20 years old and over,

(#) Earnings include pay for statutory holidays and payments in kind which are valued at rates set down by the
Agricultural Wages Boards and comprise houses, milk, potatoes, ete. (the principal one being houses, most of
which were, in England and Wales, valued at 50p before 20 January 1976 and £1 - 50 thereafter).

(¢} All hours worked and statutory holidays,
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TanLE 21

Calendar vears

Catpot, inpot and net income (o)

£ million

OUTPLT (b) (c)

Farm crops
Wheat
Barley 2 i
Qais and other cereals
(Toral cereals)
PLII.'.1|C|-¢} |-1Ii‘
Sugar beet
Hops
Oilseed rape
Other (&)

1 Toial crops

Horticulture

:"JI'|

329

15
{640y

127

]

&

]
45

: '
Vegetables (including mushrooms)

Fruit
Other (f)

2.  Total horticulture ...

Livestock
Fat cattle and calves
Fat sheep and lambs
Fat pigs
Poultry

Other (g)
1, Toual livesiock

Livestock products

Milk and milk products

Eges
Clip woaol
Orther (#)

Toral fivestock products

897
187
494
296

43

Cwi account capital formation (i)

TOTAL OUTPUT (142434 4+5)

Sundry receipts (f)

Production granis

TOTAL RECEIPTS (64-748)

Work-in-progress change (k)

Stock change (/)

1), Total change doe to volume

1. GROSS OUTPUT (94-10)

Intermedinte output (m)
Feed (m) .
Seed

Toral imtermediate culput

134
177

4 l;:,\:_ﬁ

291
i

354

18
T8
0
(7I5)
5835
o7
11
15

19

3
3

-

-

159
50

2 201

1 294
162
24
10

| -.‘-':J".l
24

& 016
16
114

L |._'I'|I!'l
17

29

-46

oll9

134
10]

435

166
414
3

(801
=2
240
133

L1

e

43

1 387

496
149

:" 4TH

1 486
413
30
i

| 939

17

102

6710

415
+ 189
+ 204

6914

364
116

480

1978

450
549

2]

02N

250
156

)
1
4

2 D64

1979
(fore-
cast)

L/




Tasr ™1 (continued)
ta o~

Output, input and net income (a)

Calendar vears

£ mullion

13. FINAL OUTPUT (11—=12) T

INPUT
Expenditure
Feedingstuffs
Seeds
Livestock (imported and
expenses) ...
Fertilisers and lime (o)
Machinery ...
of which: Repairs
Fuel and oil
Other
Farm maintenance ...
Miscellaneous expenditure (p)

4. TOTAL EXPENDITURE (g)

1975

1979
(fore-
cast)

1976 1977

4 631

1 180
125

inter-farm |

127
325
330
(159)
(139)
(32)
106
393

2 586

6 435 |
|

1 572 |1 832
192 224

109 145
176 | 431
380 453
{(180) (209
(163) | (200)
(37) (44) |
126 139
451 | 518

3 206 3742

Stocks (r)
15. Change due to volume ... ' 10
16. GROSS INPUT (14+15) 3195
17. NET INPUT (16—12) 2 761
I8. GROSS PRODUCT (11—=16)or(13—17) 2924
Depreciation

Plant, machinery and vehicles

Buildings and works

19. Tortal depreciation

20. NET PRODUCT (18—19)
Labour

Interest (s) ... il 3 153

21. NET INCOME (1) 994 | 1297 | 1309 | 193

{a) Changes have been made this year to the basis of the calculation of these accounts as explained on page 11

&) Because this table relates to output, ie sales, rather than to total production, the guantities valued are not
Lhe same as those shown for home production in the supply tables (Tables 6—18)

(e} Output is net of VAT collected on the sale of inedible products, which is repaid to HM Customs and Excise,
Figures include subsidies.
Excludes compensation payments on unsold potatoes—see (.
Beans lor stockfleed, hay, dried grass, grass and clover seed and ather farm crops.
Flowers, bulbs and nursery stock, seeds and other minor products.
Horses, breeding animals exported, poultry for export, rabbits and game, knacker animals and other minor
livestock,
Honey, goats milk, export of eges for hatching and other minor livestock products,
Own account capital formation is buildings and works and breeding livestock capital formation (closing level
minus opening level)
Potato Maorketing Board compensation payments, animal diseaseé compensation and other miscellaneous
receipts.
Livestock numbers except breeding livestock (closing level minus opening level).
Stocks of cereals, potatoes and fruit (cloging level minus opening level),
Sales included in Output but subsequently repurchased and so reappearing as Input.
Cereils, potatoes, beans, hay and dried grass,
Before subsidy where applicable.
Electricity, velerinary expenses, pesticides, rates and miscellaneous costs,
Expenditure is netted of VAT reclaimed in the normal way, but each heading includes VAT paid without
recovery by, for example, unregistered producers. The total unrecovered tax is citimated at £7 million for
1977, £8 million for 1978 and £13 millicn for 1979,

(r) Feed{purchased)and fertilisers (opening stock minus closing stock),

1) On commercial debt for current farming purposes (le excluding interest on land purchases but including

interest on purchases of buildings and works),

(¢} Excludes stock appreciation.
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Gross capital formation

dlendar years

£ million

Average

1968—

nachinery and vehicles
Build and works

Gross fixed capital formation
{a)

1978

Breaeding livestock capital
formation .. s
Stock appreciation
Yaloe of physical Increase
Increase in book wvaloe of
siocks and work-in-pro-
ETess ()
Constant {975 prices
it, machinery and vehicles
Building and works

Gross fixed capital formation

Breeding livesiock capital
formation i
Value of physical increase in
stocks and work-in-pro-
gress (b)

1979
(forecast)

687

188

(@) The figures represent gross expenditure before orediting any grants which reduce the cost to the owner or
occupmer. Annual charges in the form of deprecistion on Bxed capital are made for these items in caloulating

REETSERIE D&t iDCOmE.
See Table 2] (item 10 mimas item 15).




TaABr \*13
F{! "

Agricultural land prices and farm rents

Calendar vears

|
| 1977 1978 1979
| (o) (c) (€)
Agricultural land prices (a) (£ per hectare) |

Inland Revenue series

England

With vacant possession 2 602

o 1472
lenanted = 1019 3 | 1687

Wales
With vacant possession 1019 : 1 788
Tenanted e | 587 B18

Scotland
With vacant possession - e 775 1090 ((2229)
Tenanted 481 2 | 20() 977)

Northern Ireland _ p
With vacant possession ; 2618 |(3513)

Average rents per hectare (b)) (Index 1975-
1040)

England ... 100-0 : 1 | 1748 2016
Wales ... ! ot v 1000 | ; 1533 184-7
Scotland ... .. .. .. .| 1000 | 1182 | 138 162-8 | 1927
United Kingdom 5 e | 100:0 | 120- . 1700 | 1984

(a) The Inland Revenue serics excludes sales of less than 5 hectares (ha) (4 ha before 1978) in England and in Wales,

of less than 5 ha (8 ha before 1976) in Scotland and of less than 2 ha in Northern Ireland as well as land sold
for development and other non-agricultural purposes. In addition, the series shawn for Scotland refer to equip-
ped farms only and exclude sales of unequipped land, whole estates, land sold for afforestation and inter-
family sales. There is a delay between the date on which a sale is agreed and the date on which it is included
in the series. The delay is thought to average about 6=9 months in England and Whales and about 3 months
in Morthern Ireland. The avernge prices shown in the table for each calendar vear relate to sales included in
Lhe series for these countriesin the years ending inthe following September and March respectively, The data for
Scotland and Northern Ireland are subject to retrospective revision.
I'be indices of average rents for England and Wales are based on an annual rent engquiry and for Scotland on
continuing field enquiries. They differ from the series previously published in two respects; the England and
Wales series have now been put on to a rent paid basis more comparable with the series for Scotland, and the
United Kingdom index has been obtained by weighting the individual series according to the area of rented
land in each country. Very little lund is rented, except under the conacre system, in Northern Ireland.

(¢) The figures for the most recent years are subject to revision and those in brackets are subst antially incomplete
g detailed below :

Agricultural Land Prices

Scotland: 1979 figures relate to prices in the first 6 months of the year. Figures for the most recent years
are based on sales notified up to September 1979,

MNorthern Ireland: 1979 figures ralate to prices in the first 6 months of the year, Figures for the most
recent vears are based on sales notified up to November 1979,

Average Renis

Allcountries: 1979 figures are provisional,




Specimen net incomes for different tvpes of farm—new series (a) .

Average size of farm
in sample: hectares

Crops
and Total
ETass ares

7 {4 1o less than 250
ESL) (b) (c)
Specialist dairy
Mainly dairy
Hill and upland (LFA)
cattle and sheep =
Lowland cattle and sheep
Lowland cropping, caitle
and sheep :
Specialist cereals
General cropping
Pigs and poultry ...
Al tvpes (excluding
horticulture) {d)

Wales (4 1o less than 100
ESU) (b} ()
Dairy (e) B
Hill and upland [(LFA)
sheep :
upland (LFA)
: and sheep
Lowlar viestock [ .r.l
All above types :

Scotland (8 to less than 100
ESLI {c)
Specialist dairy
General dairy
LFA m v sheep
LFA sheep and cattle
LFA mainly cattle
LFA with arable
Lowground cattle and

herm Ireland (4 1o Jess
an 40 ESU) {c)(g)

Specialist dairy

1d shicep ()
tle and sheep

Weighted average net income
(excluding breeding livestock
stock appreciation) per farm

{for an 1dentical sample in

the two years)

S | Percentage
197778 1978179 change
£ £

6950
1 !|_‘|r|

7 G20

10 601

g8 870
67
G5
336

665

952

5 960

6 492

6 167
4 428
_‘. Ilﬁf-l




TAHL"."’Jf (continued)

(g} T° ote on page 11 explains two important changes in the specimen net income per farm presented in this
Table, These figures are collected by Universities and Agricultural Colleges in Great Britain and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Northern Ireland. They are averages weighted by the census distribution of agricultural
holdings by type of farming and size of business. More detailed figures for England will be published in “Farm
Incomes in England 1978/79", for Scotland in “*Scottish Agricultural Economics 1979, for Northern Ireland
in “Farm Incomes and Investment in Northern Ireland for 1978/79" and for Wales in the “Annual Digest of
Welsh Agricultural Statistics 1978/79 PartII''. Net income is defined as in the aggregate series (Tables 19 and 21)
except that stock appreciation is assessed at current market prices and that no deduction is made for interest
on farming debts. Net income is shown in this table excluding that part of the total valuation change which is
attributable to changes during the trading year in estimated market values (but not in the numbers) of breeding
cattle, sheep and pigs. All farms are treated as rented and an imputed rental value is charged as an expense in
the accounts of owner-occupiers. The accounts relate in the main to calendar years or to the year ending 3
April, The average yvear-ending date is about mid-February.

Provisional figures.,

Based on standard gross margins per unit of crop area and per head of livestock, measured in European Size
Units (ESU) with | ESU equalling 1 000 European units of account of standard gross margins at average
1972-1974 values. See EEC Commission Decision T8/463/EEC.

[ncludes net income of a small sample of *“hill and upland (LFA) sheep' farms,

Inclodes “specialist dairy'® and * mainly dairy"" farm types.

Includes “lowland cattle and sheep' and *lowland cropping, cattle and sheep® farm types.

Almost all farm businesses in Morthern Ireland are based on owner-occupied holdings. As rents cannot be
imputed with reference 1o tenanted farms, the rental charges entered for owned land and buildings have been
assessed in relation to estimated sale valoe. Where land was taken in conacre, the actual rents paid have been
included. For these reasons the average net incomes per farm are not on the samea basis as those for Great
Britain

(A} 4iolessthan IGESU

(1) Includes *MNon-Less Favoured Areas (LFA) eropping, cattle and sheep', “mixed livestock™', *'pigs and poultry™
and “cropping "farm types

TABLE 25

Public expenditure under the common agricultural policy (CAP) and on
national grants and subsidies (a)

April/March (financial) years £ million

1975/76 | 1976/77 | 1977/78 | 1978/79 | 1979/80
(h) {forecast)

(b

I Price guarantees and production
_{._"I'H."H.'.'-

(1) Price guarantees (c)

Sheep
Wool (d)
Potatoes (d)

Total (i) ...

Production grants and
subsidies

Dairy Herd Conversion
Scheme

Guidance Premiums

Milk MNon-Marketing Prem-
Iums & £

Lime ... = 47

Calves . ; o 616 26

Beef cows i 81 10-5
Pig subsidy ... " b

0il for horticulture ... ] 03

Total (ii) 871 540

Total 1 971 52:6




Tanre 25 (continued)

FPublic expenditure under the common agricultural policy (CAP) and on

national grants and subsidies (o)
April/March (financial) years

ullion

arngd  orRern

ticuliure Develop-

ment Scheme (&)

“Arm acoounts

Farm structure

-arm Capital Grant Scheme (&)

£t r horticuliure {Dational
schemes)

Lo-gperation granis

Cihersi M)

lotal 11
SHppC
aFEas
Hill livestock
allowances

ri for agri

Hill cattle

Hill sheep

Winter keep

Additional benefit under FHDS
and FOGS

Others (g)

o
O bha 08 L

' el
= g = (R I =

tad

4
o
=]
=

guaraniee seCion

IV Market regulation under the CAP
)

O Lk

€ .L'.rl_'.'.i:-

Beef and vea

=
e Lad == fu

i o

Processed products
Milk products
Others ()

ol

Total I'v

against which receipis from

FEOGA guaraniee section

1979/80
(forecast)
(&)




Tan .5 {continued)

(a)

This table excludes expenditure which may benefit farmers but where the value to them is not shown by the
expenditure (eg expenditure on animal disease and pest control or on research, advice and education). Expendi

ture on agriculture in Morthern Ireland, borne on the Northern Ireland Consolidated Fund, is also excluded.
It does, however, include some expenditure which benefits consumers and overseas exporting interests rather
than producers (see note (A)). The figures for years up to and including 1977/78 represent actual expenditure
recorded in the Appropriation Accounts, The figures for 1978/79 are subject to confirmation and those for
197980 are the latest estimates of expenditure.

The forecasts for expenditure in 1979/80 include payments which were due in 197879 but were delayed by
industrial action.

Excludes payments for milk which have been attributed to the food subsidies programme.

Payments in respect of wool and potatoes relate partly to the clip or crop of the year indicated and partly to
the clip or crop in the preceding year or years. The negative figures reflect the arrangemenits with the British
Wool Marketing Board, whereby deficiency payments made by the Exchequer are repayvable from surpluses
{excess of market price over guaranieed price) up to the amount of debt owing by the Board to Ministers.

Farmers in special areas are also cligible for additional assistance under the Farm and Horticulture Develop-
ment Scheme and the Farm Capital Grant Scheme. The estimated benefit is shown separately in section 111
of the table.

Includes grants in respect of investment on loan guarantees®, farm structure loans®, producer organisations®,
small horticultural production businesses, small farmers, farm business records, water supply®, agricultural
drainage®, special assistance to livestock producers and hops restructuring. (Provision for the schemes marked
* was included in the 1979/80 Supply Estimates).

Includes grants for improvement of hill land and livestock rearing land, rural roads®, forage groups®, producers
in the Seottish [slands®*, crofting improvemeants®* and the hill cattle agistment subsidy. (Provision tor the schemes
marked * was included in the 197980 Supply Estimates).

T'he figures shown are total expenditure before allowing for receipts from FEQOGA which are shown separately
at the foot of the table, The figures are made up of several elements and include import refunds (net of export
levies) on intra-Community trade, import and export refunds on third country trade, the beef premium scheme,
aid for privaie storage and animal feed, certain production subsidies and the net cost of commodities bought
into intervention and subsequently sold. Some of the expenditure benefits consumers and overseas exporting
interests rather than producers. The figures for 1975/76 and 1976/77 include the special import subsidy on
sugar, those for 197778 onwards the EEC butter subsidy, and those for 1978/79 onwards the UK share of
the EEC school milk subsidy scheme.

Includes eges, poultrymeat, fruit and vegetables, oilseeds, hops, herbage and legume seeds, dehydrated fodder,

fisheries and flax. Also includes expenditure on products covered by the CAP but not produced to any significant
extent in the United Kingdom {olive ail, rice, wine and hemp).




TaBLE 26

Calendar vears

Commaodity price trends
This table gives indications of the movement in commaodity prices at the first point of sale,
Thie serics do not always show total receipts by farmers; for some commodibes additional
premiums or deficiency payments wene made to achieve support price levels.

Wheat
(£ per tonne)

Barley
(£ per tonne)

Cagis
(£ per tonne)

Average ex-farm price (a)

1975

Average ex-farm price (a)

Average ex-Tarm price (a)

Rye

{£ per tonne)
Hops

(£ per tonne)
FPoraroes

(£ per tonne)
Sugar beet
{£ per tonne)

Averape ex-farm price (a) ...

61-10

1976 1977

25-69

78:30

7459

6768 T4-B4

7600

T0-42 To-18

Average farm-gate price (&)

1 063

Average farm-gate price (c)

Producer price lr*‘l

Chilseed rape
{£ per tonne)
Apples

|L per tonne)

Pecrs
(£ per tonne)

Tomaltoes
(£ per tonne)

Average market prnice (e)

Average market pruu:r.l )
Desser
Culinary

Average market price(f)

Average market price ()

5680

14340

(994 S0

18-48

Cauliffowers
(L per tonne)

Cartle (store)
(£ per head)

I'"urn'. { far)

Average market price (f)

Ist quality Hereford
Friesian bull calves (¢)
1st quality vearling steers
beel/dairy cross (e)

All clean cattle

110
18-31

1642 | 2193

162

140

L

195
5

411 440

1433 1320

65 88

174
94

213
6526

1979

(fore-

casi)

O5-04

E5-08

R3-50

1 563

S8
265-92

"

=000

194
168

214

3R3

1620

{p per kg liveweight)

Ist guoality rarnltra hcugy‘lr.

Sheep (store)

24-0) 2602

239 |

(£ per head)
bﬁr.pl fat)ig)

and tegs (e)

(p per kg L\.-tlrnat:t.l dressed carcase w gight)

Pigs

Average market pnc: ()

(p per kg dc.sliﬂ.mghl:l

Broilers
(p per kg)

Average wholesale price

Mtk
(p per litre)

Average net return to
producers {{)

140 |
g

124-5 1374

7264 RO02

T6-0 gl

10-18 10651

1380

B8R

o0-8

11-30




TAB‘v (continued)

Calendar vears

Commodity price trends

|
1975 | 1976 1978 | 1979
| | (fore-
cast)

Woal Average producer price for
{p per kg) chip (k) o

Egps Average producer price (j)... !
{p per dozen)

28 | 278 2 | 2710 | 325

(a)
(b}

{e)
{d)

(e}

N
()
)

Weighted average ex-farm prices of UK cereals,

Avcrage farm-gate prices paid by Hops Marketing Board to growers in England. Hops are not grown else-
where in the UK.

Weighted average price paid to growers by registered merchants for early and main crop potatoes in the UK.

A“"'li.: price paid to growers in the UK by the British Sugar Corporation for sugar beet of average sugar
content.

Average prices ut representative markets in England and Wales but, in the case of sheep, excluding prices
ut autumn hill sheep sales

Weighted averuge wholesale prices for England and Wales.
UK weighied avernge market price for animals certified under the Fat Sheep Guarantee Scheme,
UK avernge market price for clean pigs.

Derived by dividing total value of output (Table 21) by the total quantity of output available for human con-
sumption (Table 15).

Average price of all Class A eggs weighted according to quantity in each grade,
Average price paid to producers by the British Wool Marketing Board.

Frinted in England for Her Majesty's Stationery Office by McCorquodale Printers Lid., London
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