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MR. NOTT'S STATEMENT ON BRITISH AIRWAYS 


Mr. N o t t ' s statement took the House by s u r p r i s e . I t was 

greeted w i t h , as was to be expected, some vigorous c o m plaints about 

i t s b e i n g made on a F r i d a y and w i t h vigorous o p p o s i t i o n from Labour 

speakers. Mr. John Smith s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no mandate f o r t h i s 

p r o p o s a l which had not been i n the Manifesto. There had been no 

c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the trade unions o r the workers i n advance of the 

announcement. Mr. Nott s a i d t h a t the p r i n c i p a l purpose of the 

p r o p o s a l was to g i v e B r i t i s h Aitfways employees an o p p o r t u n i t y to 

share i n i t s f u t u r e . He s a i d t h a t i t was u n f a i r to complain when he 

brought h i s p r o p o s a l s to the House f i r s t , and t h a t he was prepared t o 

e n t e r i n t o f u l l c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h the trade union r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

He s a i d t h a t he saw no reason f o r a BP arrangement, but that the 

d e t a i l s o f the balance between Government and o t h e r d i r e c t o r s was 

a matter yet t o be s e t t l e d . 


M He emphasised t h a t he wanted t o make B r i t i s h Airways no longer 

s u b j e c t to the v a g a r i e s of p u b l i c e x penditure c o n s t r a i n t s and to 

make them more secure f o r the f u t u r e 


The statement was g e n e r a l l y welcomed from the Government's 

s i d e , and Mr. Nott d i d e f f e c t i v e work i n d e a l i n g w i t h h i s c r i t i c s 

He mentioned the f a c t that £1 b i l l i o n of p u b l i c expenditure would 

come out of the Government's balance sheet and emphasised the 

importance of the p r o p o s a l s f o r R o l l s Royce. 


I T. C l i n t o n Davis s a i d t h a t the reason f o r the unseemly 
haste i n making the announcement was t h a t Mr. Nott wanted to have 
something t o take to the P a r t y Conference, and t h a t the Board of 
D i r e c t o r s ought to have trade union membership. Mr. Nott s a i d t h a t 
Mr. C l i n t o n Davis had had p l e n t y of o p p o r t u n i t y to b r i n g t h a t about 
w h i l e he had been A v i a t i o n M i n i s t e r . 1 

There i s no doubt t h a t the O p p o s i t i o n w i l l p ress t h e i r 

o b j e c t i o n s to the p r o p o s a l , but Mr. N o t t ' s performance was an 

i m p r e s s i v e one today. — 
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