ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT

Honoureble Members,

In welcoming you to the meeting of this Council it is my plessant duty
to welcome pzrticularly the Hon Member for West Falkland, the Hon Tim
Blake, and to congratulate him on his success in the recent by-election.
He is no stronger to this House, having been a member from 1964 to

1968 and again from 1972 to 1977. I =2m sure that his long experience
and sage advice will be most valuable in the important deliberstlons
that we have before us in what is left of the life of this Cauncil. 1
alsa welcome the Hon the Acting Chief Secretary, who is well known to
you all, but not in his present vapacity.

The main purgose of this meeting does not appear on the Order Paper
but will, with the leave of Council, be debated as a matter of urgent
public imcortance. I refer, of course, tc Mr Ridley's request to let
him have your views - and, through them, the views of your
constituents - on his ideas for the next round of talks with the
Argentines. As Hon Members well know, he came to the Islands at the
end of November to seek Councillors' views on the possible options
that he might discuss with the Argentines, and to explain that, next
time, the Argentines would expect to have substantive talks on
sovereignty. At your request, he explained his ideas in public
throughout the Islands, and public debate has continued ever since.
wWe meet tocey to hear Islanders' views on the way ahead. I am the
first to admi:t that none of the options open to us appears particu-
larly attractive; but I think the me jority would agree that we cznnot
stay as we ere: we must either go forward or go back - 1ife is too
impermanent for us to try to stay as we are. As there still appesars
to be some confusiaon following Mr Ridley's vislt, let me reassure you
that Britein hes no doubt ahowmt her scvereignty over the Falkland
Islands and she has made this perfectly clear throughout to the
Argentines. The 8ritish aim for the Islands is guite simple: it is to
gecure 2 vizhle economic and paolitical futurs far you under 8ritish
administration in accordance with your wishes. The heart of the
problem, however, is that you cannot enjoy such security as long as
the dispute with Argentina continues. The dispute overshadows your
deily lives and blights your ecanomy. The result is economic stag-
nation and s declining population. If we arz to reverse this trend,
we have to look far weys of ending thz disoute. That is why Mr
Ridley put forward s number of suggestions for your consideration. I
should stress that, in endeavouring toc find a solution teo this long-
standing dispute, he was not subjecting Islanders to any pressure.

He emphasised that your wishes were paramount - that is why he came to
seek your views on how we might proceed. If you now recommend any
particular course of action, he 1is committed to act in accordance with
your wishes =2nd to refer back to you any specific proposals that may
emerge from further talks with the Argentines. Any decision by you
would then have to be Further endorsed by the British Parliament. I
do not think therefore that there is eny dsnger of a settlement being
reached without the agreement of the vest majority aof Islanders. 1
look forward to an interesting and respaonsible debate on this subject
and hope that a constructive Motion will be tabled which manifestly
represents the vieuws of Islanders as a whole.

The next most important issue before us 1s the sombre state of the
Colony‘s finances. Owing to the depressad state of wool prices and
the rising casts of production, company tax from the farms this yesr
1s likely to be down to 2bout 20 per cent of lest year's figure.
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The Colony's reserves by the end of this financial year, that is June
1981, are estimated to bz about £670,000. Unless we can find same
unexpected source of revenue, or make some drastic cuts im public
spending, we expect to have a deficit on the recurrent Budget of £3%
million by June 1982. That will virtuelly wipe out what is left of
our reserves, and there will be ncthing in the Development Fund.

Against this gloomy foregast, I think that the Review of the Salary
Structure and Conditlons of Service of the Civil Service of the
Falkland Islands recently undertzken by Mr Ritchizs goes as far as it
reasanably can to meet the representations of the Civil Servents!
Association. The detailed recommendations have yet to be studied by
Executive Council, but I can say that 1t 1s recognised that salaries
of the Civil Service as a whole have lagged behind increases given to
employees covered by the Agreements with the General Employees! Union
and that Government accepts the need for some upward adjustment in

the general level of Civil Service salaries. I should, however, utter
a word of warning. In view of the current financial and economic
position, Mr Ritchie recommends that Government should not commit
1tself in future to automatic adjustment based on the increase in the
cost of living. What we must aim for is a salaries structure which
the Colony can afford and which will not result in leapfrogging in
other sections of the economy to the detriment of ocur mejor industrye.
It seems to me that the guarterly Cost of Living adjustments now being
made under the two agreements with the General Employees Union are
fast becoming - if indeed they have not already hecame - more than the
econamy can bear in present circumstances. The increasing wage bill
is now reaching levels which the wool industry will find difficult if
not impossible to meet unless there is a substantial increase in wool
prices, and this seems unlikely in the short term.

Before leaving the financial-scene, 1 should like to take this
opportunity to thank Mr Ritchie on behalf of the Falkland Islands
Goverrment and the Civil Service for his sterling efforts in producing
a most thorough and efficient review in the remarkably short time of
21 days - including the Xmas holidays. He leaves the Islands today
and I wish him Godspeed and & well-cz2rned rest.

Even more important than the Colony's finances is the Colony'!s popu-
lation. As Hon Members know, we carried ocut a Census last month and,
2lthough the Census Forms are still being enalysed, the Census
Supervisar has let me have some provisionel figures. Subject te minor
corrections, total population of the Islands as a2t 7 December 1980 was
1,812, broken down as follows:

Stanley -~ 1,053

East Falkland - 435
West Falkland - 324

These figures do not include the Raysl Marine detachment at Moody
Brook, or people on board ships in the harbour at the time. The total
is slightly better than we had feared after last year's immigration
figures, which showed = n2%t loss of aver one hundred. 8ut there is no
room for complacency and we must continue to do what we can to attract
more p2ople to these Islends. I should like to thank &ll those whao
took part in the Census and particularly Farm Managers and the police
in Stanley far acting as enumerators in addition to their alreedy
onerous duties. Some of the guestions in the Census Form may have
sazemed 8 bit odd, or unduly inguisitive, but I assure you that it was
a very worthwhile exercise and that we shall be able to extrect lots
of useful information from 1t.
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I mentioned the Palice just now, and I should like here to pey tribute
to that grossly understaffed and overworked force. They have had more
than their share of trouble recently and thelr normally long and
unsocial hours may have stretched to the utmost. I'm glad to say that
Mr Ritchie has recognised their heavy responsibilities in his salery
recommendations, and 1 hope that his proposed regradings, if accepted
by Government, will go some way to atiracting more recruits. I am
optimistic, too, that with ODA's help we shall soon bhe able to recruit
a Chief Police Officer from the UK, and perhaps, too, a Sergeent. The
Chief Secretary is actively pursuing this in England during his
current leave and, when he spoke on the telephone thec other day, he
confirmed that ODA had agreed to pay supplementation for the Chief
Police Officer, and the new Overseas Police Adviser was sounding out
suitable nominees for him to interviesw. As Hon Members may recall,

we alsg have an Islander undergoing peolice training in the UK at the
present time. He is due back in April of this yesr and this should
also help to bolster up the Force.

While on the subject of staff, I should like ta take this opportunity
of welcoming Or Daniel Haines end Or Hilary Haines, who arrived last
week to take up duties in the Medical Department. Dr Daniel Haines
will take over from Or Summers as SMO when the latter leaves, but at
present we have th2 unprecedented number of five doctors in the
Colany. Our third pilot, Mr Selwood, is due to arrive early next
month, by which time.I hope that the spare parts for ¢he Islander will
have arrived and she will be flying again.

Finally, I should like to say a few words about our roads. The Darwin
road is now progressing well and has reached 11 kilometres from
Stanley. So far this season the road gang has constructed 2 kilo-
metres and, if the weather holds, they should do enother six before
the winter sets in. The Stanley road gang is currently working on the
airport road. They should complete the repair and resealing of this
roed by the end of January and thelr next job 1s to seal the Islander
hangar taxi-way. They will then repair Dzvis Street and remake
Brandon Rosd, with the aim of having a throughway from the west end

of the airport road to the beginning of the Darwin road.

I now wish Hon Members well in their deliberations in this, the last
year of the life of the present Council, and adjourn this session for
half an hour.



MOTIONS

T. J. D. Miller

Your Excellency, I have a Motion‘'on & matter of urgent publlc importence
which Members heve discussed and we wish to be debated.

President

Thenk you very much. This is 8 Motion for the adjournment of Council on
a matter of urgent public importance. This is the Motion:

"yyhile this House does not like any of the ideas put forward by Mr. Ridley
for a possible settlement of the sovereignty issue with Argentins it
agrees that HMG should hold further talks with the Argentines at which
this House should be represented and at which the British delegation
should seek an agreement to freeze the dispute over sovereignty for e
specified period of time."

I ask leave of Council for this Motion to be debated. We adjourn the
rest of the Motions until this lengthy Motion 1s debated. Do we have a
seconder for this Motion?

W. H. Goss

Yes, I beg to second the Motion.

President

The Honourable Member for East Stanley, the Honoursble W. H. Goss
seconds. Haonourahle Member for Cemp Division would you like to propose?

T, J. D. Millar -

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. In rising to propose this Motion
I must say that the basic wording of it wes only agreed amongst our-
selves after some considerable debate and some of us may still not be
too sure of it as our opinions differed somewhat es to how we want
talks to continue with Argentina. I find myself in a bit of a fix in
proposing this Motion at short notice as I had understoocd that the
Honoursble Member for East Falkland was going to, st least I understood
that he was going to yesterday when we talked about this. None of us
found eny of Mr. Ridley's proposals very sttractive but I think we are
8ll agreed from our discussions with the people whom we represent that
we must telk to try snd get somewhere. At least if we talk we will find
out what the other side thinks and until we do that we just really don't
know where we are. Personally I would have preferred s more flexible
Motion giving more opportunity to sound out, without commitment,
Argentina's views on other options as well. However, this 1s the one
that I think we can 811 be in general agreement on at this time and

it is certainly the one that the people of these Islands find least
objectionable to 8ll the propossls. Many people whom I spoke to and
listened to, and I would like to mention here that unlike the Member
for East Falklend I listened to my constituents, I didn't try to

force my opinion down their throats whether they approved of it or
not, I sat and listened to them. Many of the people whom I sat and
talked to and listened to reelise and accept that we must at least
discuss things with Argentina but were very, very wary of even
discussing & lease-back and some felt that we might well lose support
if we broached the subject to Argentina first. I wes slected to
Council three years sgo largely on a mandate of keeping the
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Felklends British and not talking much to the Argentines. Times may
have chenged and reslisztion of the situatlon has caused me to feel
that we will probably have to talk seriously, some time,but as we are
coming to the end of this Council I feel that I must go along with what
appears to be the majority opinign of my fellow Councillors and the
people whom I represent and that is thet we should ask Her Majesty's
Government to negotiate a sovereignty freeze and find out from
Argentina what sort of desl would be egreeable in this area. We Just
don't know what the price might be until we try. These issues are
very swkward ones for all of us in the Islands to discuss and think
sbout and it can be srgued that we need more time. However, discussion
and thought must be done quietly end resonably and dement cutbursts
from people who try and dictate to others as to what they should and
should not do I deplore totelly, The Falklands are a democracy not a8
dictatorship and whilst I respect individuals for their views 1t is 8
pity that important people such as the Member for East Falkland could
not take 8 more demacratic line when approaching his constituents. He
claims that everybody sgreed with his thoughts, or a great majority
agreed with his thoughts, this may well be so. However, I do know that
some peogple to whom he talked to told me that they resented being told
what should be scceptable and what shouldn't be scceptable and that if
they didn't agree with that they wculd have to get somebody else to
represent them. VYour Excellency, I very much apprecisted your recent
talk over the radio when you said that if you Pelt you were being
pushed by the United Mingdom end Forelgn Office into proposing to us
something that you Pelt was unacceptable to the Falkland Islanders
then you would resign. I very much appreciated your saying that snd
also I know that in this debate we can rely on official members of
Legislative Council to be quite open in their speaking and voting on
this Motion which is of such cruciel importance to the future of these
Islands. Supposing we feil tc negotiaste suitable terms for a freeze?
What then? Will we be forced to accept a lease-back on any conditions?
No, I don't think so. We might possibly at that time decide to try and
find ocut from the Argentine thelr views on the lease-back, that's if
she hasn't already made them clear to us, and I think that might be quite
likely at the next round of talks, even if we don't agree to talk about
them I think they may well bring them up. The other slternative, if we
don't like the idea of a lease-back, and a freeze doesn't work out, is
the possibility of seeking independence if we can get it guaranteed
and backed-up by Britain and the United Nations. I do not know if many
people in the Islands have thought much about independence so perhaps
we should start to think about it ss an alternative if need be. Some
may feel that the British Government doesn't want to tslk about a
freeze and that the only thing thay want is a lesse-back and that they
won't be very determined in pushing for anything else such as we may
propose. Well I think we are all sware, and especially those af us
who have been to previous talks, that if the Falklands representatives
feel that our side is being let down by lack of push by the British
delegation in any way there is no better way of making cur feelings
known than simply walking out of the delegation. That round of talks
-then immediately ceases. So there is nothing to fear on the score
that because we want a freeze and we ask Britain to negotate a freeze
that she won't do it very well because Britain is only really
interested in & lease-back. "
It will be far more suspicious if a round of talks were to be held
on our request that the British Government should seek an sgreement
that there should be a freeze of the dispute over soversignty if we
weren't represented there. Then I think you would have to be very
worried indeed. Sir, I wish to propose that the Motion be adapted.
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W. H. Goss

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. In rising to support this Motion
a8 freeze i1s a thing which as you 8ll know is tha only one of the

three options put up by the Minister that I would give eny support to.
It would have to be a long fresze, not less than 25 years, and during

the freeze let us participate in fish and o0ll and see where we go from
there.

The leagse-back - I can see grave disadvantages to that. At the end of
the lease-back I think there would be nothing left. You would have
exploitation of these Islands in a form hitherto not known to us. UWith
a lease-back it would apen the back door end the front door for people
in other countries who wanted to use this as a means of getting money
out of the country toc somewhere else. I could not support a lease-beck.
There are too many disadvanteges to it. It has been sald that perheps
we would get independence at the end of the lease-back. The only way
in which we would get independence after the lease-back is if the
Islands were just a cluster of 1little empty blisters on the top of the
e2arth and of no value to snybody. Then of course there would hbe the
possibility of independence. They have got velue to cther peaple at
the moment. There is value to us but we are not able to utilise that
value. A freeze is the only thing that I would give any thought or
consideration to. That is not the feeling of the majority of my
constituency, they scy stand, they don't want asny of it, they don't
like any of it, but they do more favour a freeze then they do a lease-
back or a condgminium. It has been sald, independence - well we
probably could, it's worth pursuing, waorth looking into, the possibi-
lities of independence, whether we can get that or not I don't know.
There is one other possibility too, there's the possibility of
becoming part of the Commonwealth aof Nations. Could that not slso be
pursued. We know of other places that aore small places, much smaller
than the Falklands, that are members end under the protectate of the
Commonwealth df Netions and I think that that is guite 2 feasible
pogsibility. )

Regerding the attack on the Member for East Falklands, I think it has
been a little undue. He was very out-spoken - perhaps more out-
spoken than most of us have been - but my findings through feed-beck
from various parts of the Cemp wbere everyone was supposed to be =0
in favour of .a leese-back, on epeeking to pcople from thoee arees I
couldn't find a soul who was. They were just as much at 8 loss as
many people are in Stanley to meke A decision on any one of the three
points and I think the Member for East Falklands was very right in
coming out as strong as he did on the issue. Most of us, particularly
Councillors, have sa2t on & Pence, they haven't said anything, there
have anly been a few of us that have reslly come out and said what we
thought, most didn't.

I beg to support the Motion.

W. E. Bowles

Your Excellency, Honourable Members., First of 2ll may I say that I
have no doubt about Her Majesty's position concerning cur wishes, and
I stress the word wishes. The guestion is to talk or not to talk,
with emphesis on the word talk. Britain and Argentina have been asked
by the United Nations to settle the dispute over the Falkland Ialands
peacefully. The word peacefully epplies to 8ll concerned and the best
method I know of is vie the conference table. The sudden rush to
agree to talk on any suggestion or idees at this stage is potentially
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risky. The Minister made it very clear to me,don't rush it, tske your
time and if eny further ideas for talks come forward let's have them, =s
many as you like. Nothing worthwhile ever happened in a hurry. We have
a right to self-determination, 8 right recognised by the United Nations.
In my opinion talks should continue on the 1lines of the Motion before
this House. This should then satisfy most of the population we are
responsible for. No-one is ceding sovereignty or giving sway snything.
We will give ourselves time to consider things more in depth. After
ell, the whole impetus is berely one month old. Some of us have hardly
got over the shock; let alone found time to come to a clear concensus
over any issue. Now is the time for listing ideas, and talks later,

Sir, with those few wcrds 1 beg tc support the Motion.
A. B. Monk

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. In rising to speak to the Motion
I must endorse what His Excellency sald that without doubt the main
talking point in these Islands recently has been Mr. Ridley, the
Minister of State's visit here, and what he said. The Honourable Camp
Member pointed out that I had originally agreed to propose this Motion.
However on reflection I became certain that we were being rushed and
that other options should be considered first. The Proposer said maybe
we need more time and I think that is quite right. It is only 2 matter
of weeks since Mr. Ridley's visit and we are being asked ta agree tao
something of this importance. Without doubt the vast majority of
Islanders, both in Stanley and the Camp, find any ldeas about transfering
our sovereignty either by lzase-back or by any other methed, entirely
unacceptable and I am sure the Member for West Felklands would have
takzn that on board. 1In connection with this I must sincerely thank all
those who sent me telegrams of support after my recent short broadcast,
It was very heartening indeed to find that so many people from all

over the Falklands value their British sovereignty so much. Peaple
have decisively shown ‘that they-want the British wey of-1ife more than
they want some vague promises in return for their hand-over of
goverelgnty. Councillers in my view should now tell Mr. Ridley Pirmly
that we want no talks about any form of sovereignty transfer. With
regard to the present Moticon and the proposal to talk about a freeze.

I persnnally dont't think Mr. Ridley is th2 person we would weant ta

have talking .to the Argentine Governmznt., He made sc plain what he
consldered we should go for - & lease-back snlution - sand I cannot see
him putting his heart intoc telking about anything else. 0One thing

this sovereignty give-away campalign has shown which is of great value

I think, 1s people here have been able toc express their views very
freely in public. UWe have seen no repression, no canscrship. That'!s
the British way of life. Who would want to change it to the mainland
form of Government, who would want to wish it on their descendants.
Since I gave my short address on the radio a lot of discussicn has
taken place publicly. A lot of hard things hsve been said snd I don't
think anybody who wants to keep our British sovereignty and who

objects to the lease-back. solution will be convinced that he or she is
mistaken by all the verblage and slanted propagands. Those supporting
a lease-back sclution are able to offer nothing more concrete to us
than that you might get development and riches if you knuckle down and
give away sovereignty. They of course don't know that you would get
ite T can only suppose they think any price is not too high if one can
get the possibility of peace in our time. Well a certain British Prime
Minister, Mr. Chamberlain, adopted that attitude meny years ago with
Hitler, with digasterocus conseguences and which I became fully

involved in. Unfortunetely appeasement seldom gets you any long-term
rewards The only certain thing that is known sbout adopting =
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lepase-back salution is that you are giving zuway sovereignty. UWe are
told that we will greduaslly collapse in the stagnation of our economy
end the withdrawal of services etc. unless we knuckle down to
Argentina. We are told by some that we must trust Mr. Ridley toc do his
best for us and yet at the same time we are told that the British
Government is not interested in us anct will not support us, will not
supply adequate services etc. if we turn down the scvereignty give-auway
proposal. The fact is no-one really knows what lies in the future,
whatever course we take, except that if you adopt e lease-hack policy
you give away your sovereignty, refuse to do that end you retain 1%,
snything else is pure conjection. It has been said, among other
things, thet I only propose to live in the Falklands for two years
after my impending retirement in May. That is completely untrue. I
propose to retire here but, I say this quite definitely, only if no
change in sovereignty takes place. 1 am not living here if sovereignty
i3 ceded either by lease-back or any other agreement, no rented country
is for me thank you. There are however other slternatives,
independence, the freeze, and I think uwe should make exhaustive
enquiries sbout the possibilities of these alternsetives to see what
support etc. we get from other countries before we Jjump into
negotiations only a few weeks after the proposals have been put to us.
1 think we should see what the United Netions view is on this, what

the general world opinion would be on this. I think we should require
more time before any further talks take place. Now,I am not infering
that I oppose talks, I think that talking is the gnly way that we can
make headway but I do think that we reguire more time to corsider any
other possible alternatives and see what outside support we get for
them. We are being rushed and I don't think that we should suppaort
this Motion because of that fact, and that fact cnly. If it is
supported by a majority Mr. Ridley will go to the Argentines and will
soon be back to us saying no go, they want soverelgnty. Then all the
pressures we have recently experienced and more will again be ascerted
upon us. UWe will in effect have expended one of our opticns
needlessly. I think there is no way forward without talking but don't
lets be rushed. This is absolutely vital for all of us. It is in
effect sbout whether you and your descendants wish to reside on

British soil or Argentine soil. Before we give aweay the authority to
speek for us lets explore all the options, a negotiated mcratorium on
sovereignty perhaps, independence, maybe others, and before we give
anybody permission to negotlste with Argentina about our future we

must insist that we have a categorical assurance from the British
Government that all Falkland Islasnders have the right of entry into
Britain. I have been accused on rehbble rousing. I must say thet I am
proud to be supported by the numercus rabblz who have supported me on
my sovereignty stand. Far from insulting me I think these people who
say that are insulting many hundreds of Falkland Islanders by referring
to my supporters as rabble. ARs I think more time is neede” I

therefore cennot support this Mction.

S. B. Wallace

Your Excellesncy, Honourable Members. I rise to support this Motion.
I believe that of Mr. Ridley's, or rather the British Governmant's,
proposals, the idea of a freeze is the only one which the people here
are prepared to have discussed at this time. No-one is interested in
8 condiminium end few sre interested in s lease-back arrangement, but
almost without exception people wish the talks to continue and would
be prepared to compromise in order to echieve a settlement, but to
sell scvereignty for a mere haope of geln 1is repugnent to most people.
e may be in some difficulty but 1t 1s not that desperate. 1 have

/met..-..-.



met end talked with meny people during the least weeks and I received
that message leoud and cleer. We have rehearsed the arguments for and
against ellowing Har Majesty's Government to ‘discuss 2 possible lezse-
back aover and over agsin. It is my view that tc sllow HMG to do this
at this time would be disesterous. I am cocnvinced that at e word of
support from us a lease-back would be arranged in a very short while.
I am equally convinced that the argument to the effect that to discuss
44 does not commit us is naive to say the least. There is a placid
acceptance of the principle that if we 2llow a lease-back to be
discussed it is ridiculous furthermore for esnyone to say,well we are
against it but HMG can discuss it. We would soon find ourselves
holding a referendum which would not be on the principle but, in
effect, on the price. If we accept a lease-back wz2 have taken an
irreversible step. We will have given away our sovereignty for scme
empty -hopes. There is no guarantee whatscever that everything would
be rosy. It is & very, very long chance. There would be no going back
on such an agreement. We must try every possible option. The
argument sgainst the freeze goes slong the line that besically the
Argentines being aware of Her Majesty's Government's preference for a
lease~back will not be interested. UWell, at least we can establish
what their attitude is without any danger of being seen to consider
ceding sovereignty and in my view we must allow Her Majesty's
Government to discuss any option that does nct involve ceding
sovereignty in exchange for a mere lease on our land. 1 also feel that
Her Majesty's Government should be asked for a2 formal undertaking
before any agrecment with far reaching effect is agreed that in the
event of such an agreement either failing or having an adverse effect
on the community to the extent that we wish to leave then HMG will
guarantee re-gettlement. The thought that if things go wrong we
could be left worries many people. There has been some criticism of
Mr. Ridley making HMG's proposals public, and that by showing his
cbvious preference for a lease-back settlement he has weakened his
negotiating position. In my opinion these proposals had to be made

- —--public. They demand the widest—possible consideration and they
have had it. Imagine the reaction if Mr. Ridley had not said a word
about the purpose of his visit. The situation would be impossible.
I accept the publicity given to the lease-back proposals, or rather
Mr. Ridley's obvious preference to them, means that the Argentines ere
now aware thet HMG are willing to talk about such a possibility now,
but do we really believe that this was the first time they had heard
of 1t? I cannct.

I would like to refer briefly to the attacks on the Honourable Member
for East Falkland's address the other evening, I would agree that to
s~m2 extent some,perhaps, of the personal remarks in that speech uwere
uncalled for but I think that the genersl tenor of the speech was
neaded and that in fact that speech could .anly have been made by him.

I do not feel that if Ridley goes off and ccmes back with a no go we
have lost anything at all. I do not think that we have lost an
.option, we will have tired an optiocn, we will have gained the
Argentines attitude. I think however that we should continue to
explofe esvery possible slternative and I alsc think that we should
give serious end urgent considerstion to our going to talk with the
United Nations. '

Thank you Sir, I beg to support the Motion.
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L. G. Hlake

Your Excellancy, Honourable Members. I camnot cleim to havs soundad out
public opinion on this issue as I wes unable to do sc. You Sir, appointed
my predecessor to do thet job and he did that Job Jjust as well as he
could. He went and he listened and hie work end his effort was greatly
appreciated by 8ll on West Falklands. 1In rising to support this Motion
leid before the house I must be disappointed because I belisve the
mandate I was given was to find out what the bidding was end this is
only going to find out what some of the bidding is. But support the
Motion 1 most strongly do. But I still believe that the me jority of

the residents of these Islends wish to know under what circumstances we
could settle our dispute with Argentina., The Honourable Member for

East Falklands has received a lot of stick and I regret I em going to
add to it. But I feel I must do so, he may dispute the mandate I was
glven because of the cables of support he had but I must deplore his
broadcast on two accounts: the first was that 1t attacked two residents
who had made statements in all good faith and Por the second I believe
that it set out to sew the seeds of distrust. Not VEery many yeaTrs ago
we had a similar scrt of period. The distrust was not with regard to
the British Government and its attitudes but within the Colony and it
has taken about five years to get over that distrust and it is for this
reason that I add to the pile of stick. Council in their addresses
today have stressed that their is no guarantee that we would gein
anything by settling the dispute. I would remind them that the hottest
topic I think probably that this Colony has had since before Ridley

were the tons and tons of fish that went out thraugh the herbour
entrance in the Polish trawlers and 811 we could do was collect a little
bit in harbour dues. I have said before that we need that fish and oil
and I believe that we must have that fish and oil but in the shcrt term
the fish is the most necessary.

There has been mention in the House today of the possihility cf becoming
independent. I understood that the desire of this Colony was to remain
British. It would eppear that thT basic desire is to retain our
soverelgnty no metter what our nationelity. I would remind them of the
one example of a smell territory which went independent, the Western
-Sahara, I have mentioned it before in this House. They went independent
among the rejoicings of the major powers and the third world and all
their guarantees., Six weeks later Morrocan and Algerian troops

entered their borders and that was the last sight the world hed of an
indppendent Saharian netion. I would nat countenance that possibility
to these Islands,

WUe have heard alot about the support that we have in Britain end I think
it was probably the saving grace of our sitation that we have that
support both inside and ocutside the House of Parliament. Sut if any=-
body believes that this Government, and I refer now to the Sritish
Government, which will stand by while 10,000 plus steel workers become
redundant, unemployment rise to towards 3 million, is going to dig

i1ts hand intc its pocket to increase and supplement ocur budget - well,
they're deluding themselves. We need that fish and o1l and if as a
result of talking to the Argentine we can get our hands on a little
bit of it then this Council will have done this Colony & major service.
It is my ferverent hope that & solution can be found to our problems

By a long term freeze on our sovereignty dispute which would enable

us to make use of our off-shore resources but if negotiations on that
topic fell I also hope that in those discussions we may have learnt
what cther options are open to vyoue

Your Excellency, I beg to support the Motion,

/Financizl SecTetfTVeeses




Financial Secretary

Your Excellency. As an Ex-cfficio Member of this Council I feel that
this is one time that I should nqt refer to other Members views and
therefore I will give my personal views on the cpticns which have been
given to us and slso my viezws on the political situztion and the future
of the economy of the Islands.

Firstly, the condominium. 1 agreed with what I've heard gver the
radio and from other sactors here that it is not a2 matter for real
consideration,

On the matter of the lease-hack, I have discussed this with a number of
friends and colleagues and generally 1t would seem that there would be
some doubt in lcng-term development of the Islands. There is the
question that people may leave the Islands if there was a lease-back
arranged and quite frankly I don't think we can afford to lose any more
people from the Islands. There ere also the smaller hcldings which we
are encouraging for the Grezen Patch sections of the Islands. These
people who are thinking of their grand-sons and their great grand-
children and so forth and so on must give any change in the sovereignty,
even though it may be after a hundred yeers, very deep consideration
and therefore I am doubtful whether there will be much development aon
these lines. That is my cwn personal view. Also there is the guestion
of fish and oil. I agree that we need revenue from fish and o0il and I
agree that we should seek a2 solution to the problem if we can but one
that is satisfactory to the whole community of the Fslkland Islands.

I see no harm in talking of e freseze. The Minister has made 1t clear
at this stage that it is only talking snd I think that a2 further freeze,
if the o0il and fish can be extracted during that period may be warth
considering. -

On the question of a lease-back, as far as I can understand, this wculd
not be acceptable and I think 1t would be rasther dishonest to tell the
Minister tn go shead and telk on this matter when we know he will caome
back here and say nc. He was being very frank with us and I

appreciate his frankness and I think we should be frank with him.

I support the Motion.

Chief Secretary

Your Excellency, Honcurable Members. I am very much aware that I am,
too, an ex-officic member of this Council and therzfore do not
represent any section of the community and that I a2m only here because
the Chief Secretary is on leave. Having said that I, of course,
having been born and bred here, have my cun opinions about this
predicament in which we find ourselves. I, toa, have no abjection to
the Minister going and talking 2bout a2 freeze but I do have reser-
vations and dislike the ides of the Minister talking =bout a lease-
beck. When I hear talk about a lease-back I get slarm bells ringing
in my head because 1 fear that that is the end of the road and we
should not only be thinking rf ourselves, well thcse of us who are
present here at the moment, but those who are going to come along and
work and live in these Islands. I don't think there is enything else
I can add toc the speeches of my collesgues arcund this Table and 81l
it leaves me to say is that I support the Motion,

/T. J. D. Miller




T. J. 0. Miller

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. In rising to wind up the debate
on this Motion it would appear that there 1s agreement on this Motion
to go forward in general. The only hesitation being that some of us
feel that we are being rushed, but I feel that the majority of us

have made it clear. We haven't ruled anything out, anything else ocut,
in the future by agreeing to talk z2bout a sovereignty freeze for a
pericd of time. In the meantime we will 8ll of course keep our options
open and think of other possibilities, should the line that we are
going to take net wark out. Obviously the freeze should be for as

long as we can get. My Honourable colleague for Stanley East suggested
25 years, I would be inclined to go for 50 years, but its just s case
of seeing what comes out of the talks. Ue really don't know where we
are until we hear from the other side. Our right to self-determination,
to which we are entitled, I believe somebody sald that it was recognised
by the United Nations. wWwell T would dispute that. That is preclsely
our problem at the mament, our right of self-determination is not
recognised by the U.N., e have said and Britain has veciced time and
time again in the U.N. that we do not wish tc become under Argentine
govereignty and that at present we wish to remain British, and yet
still at least 130 countries in the United Natlons, every time there

is a vote, vote solidly against us, so our right of self-determination
is not yet recognised there. However I agree most strongly that we
should do all we can to either get the United Nations to come here cr
us ta go there and try to f£ind a way of putting this matter right faor
the future. I don't think there is anything left for me to say other
than 1 think that the Motlon finds the general support of the House.

President

Thank you. UWell I shall put the Motion formally -

"wWhile this House does not like any of the idezs put forward by Mr.
Ridley for a possible settlement to the sovereignty dispute with
Argentina, 1t agrees that Her Majesty's Government should hold
further talks with the Argentines at which this House should be
represented and at which the British delegation should seek an
agreement to freeze the dispute over sovereignty for a specified
pericd of time."

Those that are in favour say aye. Those that are against say no.
So the Motion is carried with one no.

(A1l Councillors, with the exception of the Haonourable A. B. Monk,
voted aye).



MOTION by the Henoursble T. J. D. Milisr

That this Hcuse requests that Her Mcojesty's Government grants full British
Citizenship to Falkland Islanders.

T. J. D. Miller

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. In rising to propose this Motion I
must say of course that this isn't the first time that 8 Motion along
these lines has been before us. This is virtually a repezt of a Motian
proposed and adopted by this House in June 1978 by the previous Member
for West Falkland, Derek Evans. However, since that time there has been
a8 change of government in the United Kipgdom. The proposed British
Nationality Act is coming up to the fore, I believe there are proposals
in hand in England for it to be debsted in this present session of
Parliament, and also of course, since the visit here of Mr. Ridley, our
own situation has changed somewhat cconsiderzbly - as many speakers said
when we were debating the previous Motion. I think it is essential that
we have this Right of Citizenship and the Right of Entry to the United
Kingdam, that we have full 8ritish Citizenship, particularly if we are
going to become involved in any discussian with the Argentine on
political affairs. What I would like tc see happen, if this Motion

is adepted, is that all Councillors wculd send a sort cf open letter

tc all Members of Parliament and all Members of the House of Lords,
putting forward our case with the Motion rather thanm just leave it up

to the Foreign Office. If I may, 1 have prepared a possible paper,

*I would just like to say a few things from it as to why it is that we
are seeking full British Citizenship. Almost 100% of Islanders have
their origins in the United Kingdcm and in no case are their corigins
more than 147 years old. We are descendants of the Colonialists who
were sent hare as part of UK policy to colonise the Falkland Islands.
There was no indigenocus population nor has there been any introduction
of other nationalities since colonisation. The only language we speak
is English. Although geographically close to South America we have
nothing in common with any Scouth American country whose culture is
alien to our way of life. Our only ties are with the United Kingdom.

It is the wish of Islanders to strengthen tics with the United Kingdom
where possible. A substantial propcrticn of the total population of
about 1800 wculd retain full rights of entry to Britain as British
citizens by mere descent under the proposed British Nationality Act.

The smallness of the numbers in the rest of the population would have no
significant impact on Britain's economy or socizl life if in the unlikely
event we all decided we wanted toc go to Britain. We have been offered

in the past repeated assurances that it will be all right if thsz going
gets rough, we will see you're OK somshow and if anybody wants to come to
England, well just let us know and we will see if it can be arranged.
Well like many others I don't like being regarded as a second-class
citizen of my own Mother Country. We feel that we have a right to gc to
Britain if we so wish. According to the ideas behind the proposed British
Natiomnality Act the granting of full British Citizenship will be for
people who have a close link with the United Kingdom, identification

with British society. Well I think we fully fulfill bcth of those guali-
fications. I know one argument used against the Home Office to the
granting of the right of entry to Falklsnd Islanders is that what they

do for one Colony they have tc do for all the others. I can understand
that argument to a point but its fair to say that I don't think the Home
Office can feel that we are in a unigue position in that we are virtually
all of direct British descent ancd we sre under claim by a large foreign
country;



and also should we hopefully be granted full British Citizenship

and the Right of Abode in the United Kingdom for Falklsnd Islanders,

1 think our nwn existing immigration laws would prevent any mass
influx of people from other Commonwealth countries coming here so

that they could then register to go to England. As it is under present
legislation you have to be at least resident in the Falklands for 7
years to gualify for citizenship, so I don't think that the Home Office
can use that excuse very well. Sir, I wish tc propose the Motion.

A..B8. Monk

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. I wish to gecond the Motion. I
have very little to add to the Honourable Member's words. The anly
thing is I'm very unbappy that the Motion is not put in such a way
that further talks with the Argentine are not continued upon Britain
first granting this very reessonable reguest. Le definitely have a
lever. There is no question about it, the British Government wants
us to talk, and badly, and come to e settlement with Argentina.
Therefore we had the ideal opportunity to press this request for
British Citizenship, but by tamely agreeing to just go and talk,
just like that, whenever we are told, we have no lever left. Ue
will talk and we still won't have British Citizenship, but however
the concept that people should be granted full 8ritish Citizenship
is one that I entirely agree with, and I support the Motiaon.

S, B. Wallace

Your Excellency, Honourable Members. 1 also do nat have much to add
to the Honourable mover oft this Motion's presentation. It is
certainly a matter uppermast in a lot of people's minds and one
which we have attempted to change the attitude of the 8ritish
Government on. UWe have tried with no success whatsoever to get
Falkland Islanders the right to live and work in the United Kingdom.
I believe that we must press Her Majesty's Government again to re-
consider their attitude to us in this respect, especially now as

we have already discussed our situation, and in fact our position
has to a practical extent worsened since Mr. Ridley's visit. Pegple
are more worried zbout it. I think that were we granted the Right
of Abode it would have a stabilising effect on the community. UWe
have also, as we never cease to be thonkful for, a large lobby in
both Houses of Parliament which we must use if possible. I think

in fact we should make more use of these friends. One of the
problems is that our link of course is through official channels and
I imagine that that means that any reguest of this nature would
normally go to them alone and it is possible that our friends in
Parliament could perhaps never hear of our reguest. I entirely
agree with the Honourable Member for the Camp that we must give this
Motion wider publicity than in the past. Thank you.

President
I think I might offer a word of explanation that any Motion that is

debated in this House, the record of the debate, is sent to UK
and is available in both Houses of Parliement for all MPs.



L. G. Blake

Your Excellency, Honourable Members, "I too Brutus" or whatever the

words were that the famous Roman gentleman said. I would like to support
the Motion most strongly. I am sures that Britain will be waiting for

the results of our last debate very keenly and wculd ask if perhaps the
Administration, in their rush to get those results off to Britain, should
inadvertantly staple this debate on to the copies that they send forth.
Your Excellency, 1 beg to support the Mction.

President

I can assure you that it will be done nct inadvertantly.

W. H. Gaoss

Your Excellency, in rtising to support this Motion, the point has been
made to me by a2 large number of people, and I would like to re-iterate
what the Honourable Member for East Fzlklend said, that our position
should be clarified with Britain before any talks take place. I think
that this is a very very valid point tco, 2lthough we have passed this
aother Motion, to talk on a freeze, we haven't given away anything on
talking about a freeze. I am quite certzin that the people would went
their position clarified befaore anything substantive was discussed. I
beg to support the Motion.

We E. Bowles

Your Excellency, Honourable Mémbers, I naturally support this Motion, but
I think the history leading up to this Motion as I recall it is probably
caused by the difference there is between the Home Office and the Foreign
Office. Any Falkland Islander going to Eritain and then wishing tc stay
after he's got there, by making applicaticn to the Home Gffice, is the
cne that has usually come unstuck. If he spplies to live in Britzin
before he leaves here, an applicaticn is made through the proper channels
and I understand that there has never been any problem. anywey, but this
would allow the thing to come out in the open and be abselutely clezar,
and for that reeson alone, Sir, I b=g to support the Motion.

Financial Secretary

Your Excellency, I would just like to rise and support the Mction.

Chief Secretary

-

Your Excellency, Honourable Members, I tco support the Motion. I think

1t will be = good thing if we get it thrcugh but I do have some reservations
as the Minister szid that he saw difficulties in providing socmething like
six million other people with similar fecilities if they gave it to the
Falkland Isleands, but I do hope th=2t we can achieve something.

President

Thank you. .- The Motion is passed unanimously.



