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THE EUROPEAN COUNCGCIL

There has been the usual backwaegh of comment about the recent European
Council. I have been brooding a little myself about its character and
organisation - now that the dust has more or less settled.

2, I think that the Prime Minister and Secretary of State enjoyed the
meeting and, in general, judged it to be the kind of 'Summit' they wanted to
attend. The Prime Minister's thinking is reflected in the Foreign Policy
section of the Foreign Affairs item of Cabinet last Thursday 24 July =3
(CC(75) 37th Conclusions). Helmut Schmidt also seemed pleased, judging i
from the account of his Press briefing in Bonn telegram no. 603. And the o
Le Monde editorial of 19 July was almost certainly in line with Giscard's ‘
thinking when it remarked that the Council had, for the first time, taken the
form of the exchange of views between statesmen that President Pompidou

o

and his successor had envisaged from the first. It has been the smaller
Member States who have expressed feelings of disenchantment - though I e
 should be a different political animal from whatitis, . . o
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' ":, sees it as giving direction to the Community, ordering priorities,
taking stock, laying down the lines of advance, and seeking common
ositions on the maijocr world problemns, He does not want issues to be
referred to it by the rest of the Community machinery or prepared by
officials: the channe! of impetus and influence leads down from it,

not up to it,"
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I do not think that it will always work out like that; but this approach at least
minimises the risk of the European Council (I note that the Danes now accept
the title) becoming & court of appeal or getting bogged down in the details of

draft texts. g

b. Whitehall Preparations

The approach at a, suggests perhaps that we might be rather more relaxed k
in our preparations in Whitehall for European Council meetings. But'l k
do not think so. The Prime Minister and the Secretary of State are on 1
their own; the former, for his part, may not always be up in the hunt on
important elements of the agenda issues until he has been briefed. The
Prime Minister said that he was generally satisfied with the briefs for
16/17 July, and he certainly made use of the speaking notes. But it will
be important to ensure that the briefs continue to be crisp and clearly
presented. I also think that it would be useful to repeat in future the

% rather carefully 'stage-managed' oral briefing which the Prime Minister
had at No 10 before he went to Brussels.
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c. Brussels Preparations : v
I suggest that it may also be true that special care should be taken with !

the preparations by COREPER and the Political Directors. The Heads of  *
Governments were short of time in Brussels, as they were in Dublinand
Paris. Should the aim be to avoid, if possible, more than |
= Ineluatas d : a revie
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for rnore than it can give, It is relevant that the Prime Minister decided

7 in the end to make noe Parliamentary statement after Brussels, and to rest

instesd on & brief wristen answer to a Parliamentary Question., Nota dog
has barked,

4, You Ay care 5o comrnent at leisure. Perhaps other members of the
European Unit may toc; with the agreement of the Secretary of State's

office, I am also sgning thens, cn a personal basis, copies of the Secretary
of State's personal record of the Zuropean Council discussion,

Yourl oré”,
A

PATRICK NAIRNE
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY '

Q6. Mr. Graham asked the Prime|
Minister whether he has any plans to
meet the Heads of Government of the
European Community ; and whether he
will make a statement.

The Prime Minister : I attended one of
the regular meetings of the European
Council on 16th and 17th July. I: wasa
useful meeting. The Heads of Govern-
mgntd:scussedthcfuhn‘edeve ypment of ‘ B
the Oommunity owmg e British. et = ]
eferendum, the e ie situation.} | K,  BA LN ZTEFHASES - |
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